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P R E F A C B 
P R E F A C E 
The annals of Mughal Bnpir* bui lding In India would, 
perhaps be Incomplete without having t o have a record of 
the ro le played by the Rajputs of a l l c lans in general and 
the Kachhwahas in p a r t i c u l a r . Right from the e a r l y years 
of Akbar's reign« when the in fant Mughal Bnpire was yet 
t o cement i t s base and expand i t s area of in f luence down 
to the mid of 18th century the Rajputs continued t o with-
stand as p i l l a r s of the Empire. Among the Rajputs i t were 
Kachhwahas of Amer who d e f i n i t e l y took the lead throughout 
the Mughal p e r i o d . They played important ro le not only in 
shaping and evo lv ing the Mughal p o l i c i e s but at times proved 
t o be the d e c i s i v e fac tor in favour of the Mughals. I t w i l l 
not be an exaggerat loo t o say t h a t the Rajputs bec^ne Indes-
pens lb le for the Mughftls throughout the period and the e x i s -
tence of Mughals In India was h ighly endebted t o then i f 
the l a t t e r were t o zule over Indian sub-cont inent . 
Amer hous«^ which one gathers from Abul Fazl, was 
"a non-ent i ty" before Mughal r u l e , opted for Mughal at f i r s t . 
The court h i s t o r i a n t o a large extent i s r ight In h i s observa-
tion* because i t was the time when the Kachhawahas were 
sandwltched between the rulers of Delhi and Agra at one 
hand and the i n t e r n a l f iud over the question of success ion 
added by threat s from S l sod ias of Mewar on the other , had 
thzown th«m at the brink of •xtNnctlon« I f th« condit ion 
of Kachhwahas was thus precar ious , the s i t u a t i o n of Mughals* 
too* was not b e t t e r . The e x i s t e n c e of of the in fant Mughal 
Empire was under constant t h r e a t s from Afghans. Also the 
in terna l c o n f l i c t amonf the centra l Asian n o b i l i t y was fur-
ther adding fue l t o f i r e . So t h e Kachhwahas as wel l as Mughale 
were in need of such an a l l i a n c e which could support each 
other %fhole hearadly and assure the two the s e c u r i t y of 
t h e i r l i f e * property and honour. To quote Abul Pazl, "both 
were needy and wanted to have such an a l l i a n c e ; Amer got the 
protec t ion of mighty Mughals and AKbar got the support of 
f a i t h f u l Rajputs who acted as commanders and a<Jlnlnlstrators. ** 
So, i t was the noble ground oo which the foundation 
of the tender r e l a t l c o of Mughals and Kachhwahas was l a i d 
down and was further strengthened by the knot of matrimonial 
a l l i a n c e s that created such a trend of l o y a l t y , confidence 
and above a l l an environment of Secularism which remained 
u n i f f e c t e d throughout the per iod that history^ perhaps, 
had ever w i tnes sed . Itie members of t h i s family, for genera-
t i o n s , "acted as comnanders and administrators* and made 
s a c r i f i c e s of t h e i r l i v e s and property for the cause of 
Mughals. lb begin with Raja Bhaxmal, Bhagwantdas, Man Singh, 
Mirza Raja Ja i Sinfh and Sawal J a i Singh were some of the 
big s t a r s in the glaxy of Rajput generals who deeply i n f l u e -
nced the p o l i c i e s of Mughal r u l e r s and helped them equally 
in s t a b i l i e l n g and expanding the Bapire. 
Mlrza RajA Ja l Singh who was lntrodac«d t o the 
Mugh«l court in 1617 A.D. a f t er the death of Bhao Singh^ 
s tar ted h i s career as a pe t ty tnensa^ar of 1000/400, c o n t i -
nued to serve the three s u c c e s s i v e Mughal ru l er s covering 
a long period of about half a century and rose t o the highest 
rank of 7000/7000 (do-aspa Seh^aspa) in the Mughal peerage. 
The period of Jahangir was the beginning of h i s career . Under 
Shahjaha he acquired s iaturi ty and in the reign of Aurangkeb 
he reached t o the climax and displayed e x c e l l e n t and b r i l l i a n t 
q u a l i t i e s as brave oommander, unerring b a t t l e f i e l d projector 
and shrewed diplomats both in war and peace . From the begin-
ning of Aurangzeb's reign J a i Singh had been h i s r ight hand. 
He was the only Rajput general who p o s s i b l y contr ibuted t o s t r e 
ngtheo Aurangzeb's p o s i t i o n in south. When other generals 
f a i l e d in Deccan the Emperor chosen Mlrza Raja J a l Singh 
who not only s u c c e s s f u l l y r e s t r i c t e d the movements of three 
Deccani s t a t e s but a l s o won over Shivaj l t o agree t o v i s i t 
the Mughal court at Agra. 
But the l a s t days of t h i s veteran general* due to the 
f l i g h t of Sh iva j l from Aurangzeb's court* h i s f a i l u r e against 
Bijapur fol lowed by h i s guide r e c a l l from Deccan have been 
shrouded by controversy which need further enquiry, nie presect 
d i s s e r t a t i o n proposes t o study *Mlrza Raja Ja i S ingh's career 
under Aurangseb" In order t o bring t o l i g h t the true nature 
of h i s re la t ion with the Esqperor; an e f f o r t has a l s o been 
made t o enquire in to the r e a l i t y of S h l v a j i ' s v i s i t s of 
Aurangzeb and h i s f l i g h t . In addit ion I have t r i e d to 
exanlne the causes of the f a i l u r e of Jal Singh against 
Bijapur and a s s e s s h i s r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . 
I f e e l o b l i g e d t o record my thanks to a l l who c o n t r i -
buted me in any way« in bringing t h i s d i s s e r t a t i o n in the 
present shape. Flrfet of a l l I express my profound sense of 
grat i tude t o my supervisor Dr. M.P. Singh whose insp ir ing 
guidance and u n t i r i n g encouragement helped me t o complete 
t h i s work. His a f f e c t i o n a t e a t t i t u d e , genuine concern and 
scholary d i scources always kept me l i v e l y to accomplish t h i s 
ta sk . I feel« i t i s extremely formal t o express my sense of 
grat i tude and regard for him in %«ords. 
I am a l s o indebted to the s t a f f members of the Research 
l i b r a r y for t h e i r s incere c o - o p e r a t i o n . 
I t ttfould be unfair i f I f a i l to thank my co l l eagues 
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A. Slddlqi and Mr. Manzoor Yusuf(Dadu). 
I am very e s p e c i a l l y thankful t o Mr. Md.lntekhabur 
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CHAPTER - I 
JAI SINGH'S EARLY LIFE 
1 
PREPgCESSORS OF JAI SINGH 
Mlrsa lUja J« i Singh had d i r e c t descent to the Rajput 
c laoe of Kachhwahas of Aner house. Amer continued to remain 
an a l l time a l l y of the Mughal finpire r ight from the time 
of Akbar down t o l a t t e r Mughals. But d e s p i t e a number of 
geneolog ica l tab les* epegraphic records and bardic accounts, 
the or ig in and ear ly h i s tory of Kachhwahas i s shrouded in 
obscur i ty . They claim t h e i r descent from Kusha* son of the 
epic hero Lord R«na of Ayodheya# a Kshatriya of Solar dyn-
asty (Surya v a n s h i ) . According t o bardic t r a d i t i o n s during 
the course of t ime they migrated westward from Ayodheya and 
founded the c a s t l e of Rohtas on the bank of r i v e r Sone. By 
a further migration* in the same d i r e c t i o n , they e s tab l i shed 
2 
t h e i r Sway over Marwar in 295 A.D« 
But s i n c e t h e i r epegraphic records are a t variance 
with one another, i t seems d i f f i c u l t to a t t r i b u t e them a 
mythical o r i g i n and l o c a t e t h e exact route o f t h e i r migra-
t i o n s . However,sone records speak o f three f a m i l i e s of 
Kachhapaghatas o r Kachhwahas r u l i n g in eastern Rajasthan 
during 10th and 11th c e n t u r i e s A.D, at Narwar, Owalior and 
Dubkxind. Since t h i s region of Rajasthan, a t tha t time, was 
xinder the contro l of Kannauj, they seems t o be the v a s s a l s 
of the ru ler of Kannauj. 
1. Tod, I I , p . 280, Vir Vinod, I I I , p . 1268. 
2. Khevat. I , pp. 288, 292, 295; Tod, I I , p . 2 8 0 ; H.C, Roy, 
pp. 821-22 . 
3. H.C. Roy, I I , pp. 821-22 . 
A scion of Owallar f a n i l y ca l l ed Isha Singh or Ishwar 
Singh, son of Dewanki d i s t r i b u t e d his wealth among Brahmins 
and bequeathed Owaliar to his nephew. He migrated to north-
west of r i v e r chambal on route from Malwa t o Rajputana. 
After h i s death h i s son Sodhadev crovmed himself a t Barall 
or Nalshadhades (Narwar). He captured Dauaa a f t e r defeat ing 
Badgujars. He further invaded BhandareJ and the t e r r i t o r y of 
Manchl, ruled over by l o c a l Mines, and constructed the fort 
of R«ngarh. He was succeeded by Eulharai who was of c o n s i -
derable a b i l i t i e s and extended h i s t e r r i t o r i e s at the c o s t 
of l o c a l enhab i t en t s . His son Kakildev founded the c i t y of 
Ambikapur, l a t e r came to be known as Anber and Amer« and i t 
7 
remained the seat of Kachhwahas for ever . 
Pajavan or Pradheyamna, f i f t h or s i x t h in descent from 
Dulharai, e s t a b l i s h e d matrimonial a l l i a n c e wi th PirthvlraJ 
Chauhan of Delhi , par t i c ipa ted in the f i r s t b a t t l e of Tarain 
against Mohammad Ghori and a l s o fought against Kannauj in 
Q 
which he achieved martyredom. In the course of time the 
Kachhwahas of Amer expanded t h e i r t e r r i t o r y as wel l as t h e i r 
family. But the r i s e of Delhi Sultans and t h e i r expans ionis t 
4 . Vir VInod , I I I , pp. 1268-70; J .N, Asopa (Origin of Rajput), 
p 226. 
5. Asopa* p .226; History of Jaipur by J.N. Sarkar (HOJ),p. 22. 
6. Itod, I I , pp. 281-82. 
7. Ib id . 
8 . Tod, I I , pp. 283-84; H.C, Tikkiwal, Jaipur and l a t t e r 
Mughals, pp. 1-2, 
p o l i c y and the enterriei teud of Kachhwahns caused the ir 
dec l ine and threw therr, under the lordship of S i sod ias of 
9 Mewar. 
P l r t h v i r a j , son of Chandrasen ascended the Gaddi In 
150 2. He faught against Babar in the b a t t l e of Khanwa in 
1627 with Rana Sanga. He was succeeded by Puranmal« who un-
l i k e his fa ther , and keeping in view his veak p o s i t i o n adop-
ted the p o l i c y of r e c o n c i l i a t i o n with the r i s i n g Mughal 
power. He served the cause of Humayun and, in return got the 
t i t l e of Raja. He died in 1535 f ight ing against Moh«nmad 
Sultan Mirza, who had attacked the t e r r i t o r y o f Bilgirair held 
by Mirza Hindal as governor and thus paid the f i r s t ever 
s a c r i f i c e for the Mughal cause . After his death and t i l l 
the success ion of Bharmal the h i s tory of Kachhwahas of Amer 
again s inks in to obscur i ty . Though Puranmal was t h e f i r s t 
Kachhwaha Sardar who cane in contact with Mughals, i t was 
Bhaxmal who a c t u a l l y projected the a l l i a n c e between Kachh-
wahas and Mughals. The Kachhawahas before a l l i a n c e with 
Akbar were a non->entlty among ru l ing fami l i e s of Rajasthan 
and t h e i r surv iva l was at the mercy of Agra and Delhi . The 
access ion of Bharmal to Amer marked the beginning of an 
understanding and coming c l o s e r leading to a l l i a n c e as far 
as Mughal-Kachhwaha r e l a t i o n s were concerned. 
9, V,S. Bhargava, Rise of Kachhwahas in Dhundhar, pp. 7-b, 
Bhatnagar. 
10. Tikklwal, p . 2, Bhargava, p . 9. 
11, K. Refaqat All Khan (Kachhwahas under Akbar and Jahangir) , 
p . 1, HDJ, p. 34. - • 
( 
Raja ahannal* during nis regime created a new phase 
in the h i s to ry of Kachhwab*s by unfolding his p o l i t i c a l 
wisdom and mastery over arms. But, in fact Amer* s throne 
was not a bed of roses for Bharmal. J u s t a f t e r his acce-
ssion he had t o face a s e r i e s of external and i n t e r n a l cha-
l l anges . But he rose to the occasions and accepted a l l 
challenges with firmness and gradually overcame a l l his 
d i f f i c u l t i e s in the way of his supermacy. He created friends 
among the Mughal nob i l i t y by helping Majnun Khan Qaqshal, 
the chief of Namol, when Haji Khan besieged the fort of 
Namol . Later he met Tardi Beg, the Mughal o f f i c e r who had 
come to suppress HaJi Khan, and handed over the for t to him. 
This serv ice and loy l ty bore f r u i t s , and on the requests and 
recommendations of high nobles Akbar inv i ted Bharmalto the 
court where he firmly faced the intoxicated elephant on which 
Akbar was mounted. This show of bravery and firmness impressed 
Akbar. He presented the Kachhwaha Raja a robe and exalted 
12 him with honour. This was the f i r s t meeting between Akbar 
and Raja Bhamal held in 1556. But for next s ix years there 
i s no mention of Bharmal in Akbar*s records . 
Prom 1556 to 1562, when Bharmal v i s i t e d the Mughal 
court second time, was t he period of great d i s t r e s s and 
anxiety for h in . Suja, son of Puranmal and a claimant for 
the Gaddi of Amer, sought help from Mohammad Sharfuddin 
Mirza, the governor of Mewat to over throw Bharmal from 
12. Akbamama* II# pp. 20, 45; M.U.. I I , p a r t I , pp. 111-13. 
VirVinod, I I I , pp. 1275-76. 
c 
Amer. The Mirza moved with a large army against Bharmal and 
forced him to pay t r ibute and surrender h i s son and nephews 
as hostages . He presented his case before Akbar through cha-
ghtai Khan, a prominent Mughal noble , Akbar summoned Bharmal 
to the court . In ear ly 1562 when Akbar was returning from 
Ajmer to Agra, Bharmal rece ived the Eiriperor profoundly at 
Sanganer and offered his daughter. Akbar accepted the o f f e r 
13 
and the marriage was solemnised In Feb. 1562. Thus prompted 
by the sense of unflagging devotion to the growing p o l i t i c a l 
power of Mughals, the Kachhwahas of Amer submerged in to the 
c o t e r i e s of the Mughal empire. 
The Mughal^Kachhwaha a l l i a n c e on one hand assured the 
Kachhwahas t h e i r surv iva l , s e c u r i t y and honour and on the 
other provided a s i g n i f i c a n t and strong a l l y to the Mughal 
empire which l a t e r served the Mughals for generat ions t o 
come. After a l l i a n c e the Kachhwahas got an opportunity to 
unfold t h e i r remaxkable a b i l i t i e s as worreirs« deplomates, 
adbninistrators and at ta ined high p o s i t i o n s and honour through-
out the Mughal r u l e . 
Raja Bharmal remained one of the most loya l and r e l i a -
ble nobles of Akbar. He served the empire in d i f f erent 
c a p a c i t i e s . Long before his death he was ra i sed to the rank 
of 5000, the highest mansab at that time in Mughal s e r v i c e . 
13. Akbamama, I I , pp.55-58; VirVinod, I I I , p . 1276. 
His successor not only fol lowed his t rad i t ion but further 
strengthened t h e i r pos i t ion through bravery and wisdoir. 
His son Bhagwantdas and grand son Man Singh, for example, 
served the Mughal empire with d i s t i n c t i o n and earned big 
n«nes for themselves . They held high mans^bs and received 
t i t l e of Amir-ul-Umara. They displayed utmost valour in 
compaigns against Chittor, Gujrat and centra l Asia. Bhag-
wantdas served as governor of Lahore for about seven years 
while Man Singh as governor of Kabul and Bengal for about 
three decades. Man Singh became the legendry f igure in his 
own l i f e time due t o his bravery and wisdom. No l e s s than 
half of the conquests under Akbar were commanded by Raja 
Man Singh as army supreme and played d e c i s i v e ro le in the 
campaign. He was succeeded by h i s second son Bhao Singh, 
Though he could not a t t r a c t much at tent ion of Jahanglr, 
however the prominence of Kachhwahas p r e v a i l e d . He died of 
over drinking at Burhanpur, He was succeeded by RaJaJal 
Singh. 
14. TUzuk, p . 337, Tod, I I , p . 287. 
t 
JAI SINGH'S APPOINWENT IN MUGHAL SERVICE AND RISE 
TO HIGH POSITION 
P e r s i a n c h r o n i c l e s of 17th c e n t u r y , a l t h o u g h c o n t a i n 
a d e t a i l account o f the c a r e e r o f Raja J a l S i n g h , h i s e x a c t 
b i r t h and e a r l y l i f e b e f o r e h i s f a t h e r ' s (Maha Singh) dea th 
in 1617 A. D. i s y e t t o be i n v e s t i g a t e d . J a l S ingh was bom 
on 29th May 1 6 1 1 . At the age o f two y e a r s he was removed 
t o Dausa and l i v e d t h e r e t i l l h i s f a t h e r ' s d e a t h when he 
beca«ne of e i g h t y e a r s . 
A f t e r t h e death o f Man S ingh Amer t h r o n e , according 
t o Hindu custom shou ld have p a s s e d t o Maha S i n g h , t h e e l d e s t 
son o f l a t e R a j a ' s e l d e s t son J a g a t S ingh . But J a h a n g i r r u l e d 
o u t h i s c l a i m and bestowed the Tlka on Bhao S i n g h , second 
son of Man S ingh and c o n s o l e d Maha Singh by g i v i n g a promo-
17 t i o n in h i s rank and grant of Garh (modem Jaba lpur ) . Maha 
S ingh d i e d o f o v e r d r i n k i n g i n 1617 i n Deccan. His e l d e s t 
son J a i S ingh , t h e n at the age o f e i g h t y e a r s , was c a l l e d t o 
t h e c o u r t and was g iven an e l e p h a n t and t h e rank o f 1000 Zat 
18 
and 500 Suwar i n Imper ia l army. A f t e r some t i m e he was s e n t 
t o Deccan In t h e t r a i n o f Mahabat Khan under t h e nominal cow**— 
19 
and o f P r i n c e Parwez. D e s p i t e h i s t e n d e r age he l e d the 
15, VIr Vlnod, I I I , p . 1286. 
16, HDJ, p. 99; Sarkar gives his age at nine years at that time. 
17, Tuzuk,p. 130; R^U., II, Part I, p. 185. 
18, lUguk.pp. 186-92; M,U. Ill, p. 568. 
19 , M a a s i r - i - J a h a n g l r l (MJ), p . 368, M ^ . I l l , p . 568 . 
Kachhwaha c o n t i n g e n t In the Deccan and e l s e w h e r e . Bhao 
S ingh d i e d c h i l d l e s s in 1621 A. D, and the Gaddi o f Amer was 
bestowed on J a i S ingh , then a t the age of 12 y e a r s . He was 
r a i s e d t o t h e jnans_ab^ of 2000, Zat and 1000, Suwar and was 
g iven l e a v e f o r h i s home. A f t e r a long l e a v e o f about tvro 
y e a r s J a i S i n g h appeared a t the c o u r t in March 1623 and was 
promoted t o t h e ranX of 3000 z a t and 1400 suwar. There a f t e r 
he was s e n t t o Deccan to f i g h t a g a i n s t Malik Amber under the 
21 
ccMntnand of Mahabat Khan. In 1625 when Shahjahan r e b e l l e d , 
J a i S ingh was a l s o s e n t w i t h Imper ia l army under the command 
22 
o f Mahabat Khan to sbudue t h e P r i n c e . 
IN DECCAN X 
Curing c l o s i n g years o f J a h a n g l r ' s r e i g n J a i Singh 
was p o s t e d a t Burhanpur under Khan-i -Jahan Lodi w i t h t h e 
23 
rank of 4000 z.§t and 2500 suwar. Taking advantage o f t h e 
p o l i t i c a l i n s t a b i l i t y a t t h e c e n t r e due t o on g o i n g c o l d war 
b«twe«n Nurjahan and Shahjahan a ided by Asaf Khan, Khan>l-
Jahan Lodi handed o v e r Balaghat to t h e S u l t a n o f Bi japur i n 
re turn o f t h r e e l akh o f Han, cane o v e r t o Mandu and p lundered 
24 Malwa and i t s e n v i r o n s . J a i S ingh f o l l o w e d Khan- i -Jahan l o d i 
u p t o Malwa but when Shahjahan, a f t e r r e c e i v i n g t h e news o f 
t h e d e a t h o f J a h a n g i r came o v e r t o Ajmer, J a i S ingh and h i s 
20 . Tuzuk, p . 337 . 
2 1 . Tuzuk, p p . 356-59 , MJ, p . 363 . 
22 . I b i d . 
2 3 . Lxko^^.t.ftX.P-llO. 
24 . Mutamid Khan (Iqbalnama), p . 300, 
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fol lowers deserted the Khan and attended Shahjahan. He was 
25 
raised to the man sab of 400 jj^ ai^  and 3000 suwar. A month 
l a t e r he was sent w i t h Qasim Khan Juwalnl t o supress the 
rebe l l ion of Mahaban. They completed the task within two 
26 
months. After h i s succes s fu l campaign he was sent against 
Nazar Mohammad, the r u l e r of Balkh in 1628 under the coniTiand 
of Mahabat Khan. But the Uzbek ruler took t o re trea t without 
27 f i g h t i n g . 
After Jahangir ' s death Khan-i-Jahan Lodl became rebe l1 , 
but the deser t ion of Jal Singh and some other nobles weakened 
h i s s t rength . Finding himself h e l p l e s s the Khan surrendered 
28 before the Bmperor and apologised for his misdeeds. But 
the cold response a t the court and the thought that he had 
f a l l e n from the Zenith of honour and inf luence to t h e nadir 
of d isgrace and digradation, f rus tra ted him and the fear of 
harsh punishment i n s t i g a t e d him to take to f l i g h t . As such 
29 
he f l ed from Agra on 15th Oct. 1629 towards Deccan. Shah-
jahan ordered for a quick p u r s u i t and t h e advance party of 
royakoff icers c o n s i s t i n g of Syed Muzaffar Khan, Beithaldas« 
25. Lahori-I , Part I , pp. 120, 272; S a l e h - I , p . 276, Qazwini-II, 
p . 276, M.U. I l l , p . 568, Vir Vinod, I I I , p . 1288. 
26. Lahori-I , Part I , pp. 196, 204; Sa leh-I , p . 286, Qazwini-II, 
p . 309. 
27. Lahori -I , Part I , p . 212; Saleh I , pp. 292-94; M.U. I l l , 
p . 569. 
28. Lahori-I , Part I , p . 272; Qazwini I I , p . 342. 
29. Lahori-I , Part I , p . 275. 
n 
Khl<4nat Khan and P lr th i Singh e t c . moved i n t o act ion ininedla-
t e l y . They over took the rebe l l at Dholpur on the bank o f 
Chanbal. But the rebel a f t er a f i e r c e b a t t l e s u c c e s s f u l l y 
crossed the r i v e r and f led away. Jai Singh alongwith other 
o f f i c e r s , who were c l o s e l y fo l lowing the advance party, 
arrived a f t e r some time and arranged for the funerals of 
the dead whi le the injured were sent bak to t h e court . 
The pursu i t , thereaf ter could be resumed only af ter 
two days but by then they l o s t the trace of rebel Khan. When 
Shahjahan himself arrived in Deccan in J<ui. 1630 and took 
over the supreme command, Ja i Singh was sent in the train of 
Shaista Khan, the commander of one of the three d i v i s i o n s . 
He was ra i sed t o the rank of 4000 Zat and 4000 Suwar by an 
increase of 1000 Suwar. 
Owing to rainy season operation against Khan-i-Jahan 
Lodl, who had taken s h e l t e r at Daulatabad, had to be suspen-
ded. After rains Azam Khan was ordered to reopen the opera-
t i o n . He s e t out from Dewalgaon, where he had halted during 
trains. In the resumed operation Jai Singh was asked to re^ 
place the s i ck Muzaffar Khan as the commander of the Van-
32 guard. In the f ight ing Jai Singh i s sa id t o have displayed 
30. Lahori -I , Part I , pp. 276-80; Qazwini-II. pp. 344-45, 
Khafi I , Part I I , p . 318; Mj^. I l l , p . 569. 
31. Lahori, I , Part I , p . 296; Saleh I, p . 369. 
32. Lahori I , Part I . p . 316, Qazwini I I , pp. 276-77. 
M.U. I l l , Part I . p . 569. 
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his b r i i h i a n t a b i l i t y , p a r t i c u l a r l y In a b a t t l e in the h i l l s 
near Blr when he climbed to the h i l l top w i t h h i s Rajputs and 
33 f e l l upon the enemy with the Sucidia l Squad, In the s e i g e 
operation of Parenda f o r t too, J a i Singh perfonned his dut ies 
34 
very e f f e c t i v e l y and conmanded the l e f t wing. a i t desp i te 
of a l l e f f o r t s the expedit ion f a i l e d . I t was, probably be-
cause of great Daccani famine and the I m p e r i a l i s t s had t o 
return. Jai Singh when arrived at the court received g i f t s 
from t h e Einperor and laave for home. 
He returned to Court in March 1633. After some time 
at the court at Agra a show of combat between two giant 
elephant was organised. The Emperor was watching the play ' 
from the balcony while the Princes were s tanding below. When 
the e lephants became furious , one of them suddenly rushed 
towards Prince Aurangzeb and attacked the horse , he was 
r id ing . Though the Prince did not l o s e his s e n s e s , he f e l l 
on the ground. The e s p e c t a t o r s , for fear and confusion began 
to run to and frow. The tiimult preva i led a l l around and the 
elephant was about to crush the Prince . But Ja i Singh fear-
l e s s l y and quicdcly h i t the elephant from right s ide with h i s 
33. Lahori, I, Part I, pp. 321-39; M.U. Ill, p. 570. 
34. Lahori I, Part I, pp.355-57; Saleh I, pp. 382-89; 
Oazwini III, pp. 455-57. 
35. Qazwini III, pp. 455-57. M ^ . Ill, p. 570. 
lance , before i t could harm the Prince . The elephant moved 
away and the pr ince got a fortunate escape from a fata l 
danger. The courage and firmness that he displayed on 
that occass ion was nothing but a replay of the episode of 
facing a waring elephant which Raja Bharmal had displayed 
in 1562 at h is f i r s t meeting with Akbar. The event must have 
reconfirmed the bravery and l o y l t y of Kachhwas for Mughal 
cause. 
On repeated requests of Khan-i-Khana for reinforcement 
to complete the operations s u c c e s s f u l l y against the Sultans 
of Ahriadnagar and Bijapur, Shahjahan sent Prince Shuja in 
Aug, 1633 at the head of a l a r g e army c o n s i s t i n g of Jai Singh« 
Syed Khan-i-Jahan, Allahvardi Khan« Bithaldas and several 
37 
other mansabders. In the f i r s t phase a f t e r h i s arrival at 
Malkapur the Prince ordered Khan-i-Zaman to take o f fens ive 
in the surrounding area of Parenda. Ja i Singh was given t h e 
command of Vanguard of Khan-i-Zaman* s army whi le Allahvardi 
Khan and Mubariz Khan were given the commands of r ight and 
38 l e f t wings respec t ive ly* A few days l a t e r the imperial 
forces moved towards Parenda. This time Jai Singh was given 
the most t i r i n g task and was aksed to command the rear 
36. Lahorl I , Part I , pp. 491-92; Khafi Khan I , part I I , 
p . 475, VIrVInod I I I , p . 1288. 
37. Lahori I , part I , p . 537, Part , I I , p . 39; Qazwinl, I I I , 
pp. 573-74 Sadlq, p . 81; Saleh I , pp. 614-16; Khafi Khan, I , 
part I I , p . 491 ^1,U, I I I , p .570; Vir VInod. I I I , p . 1288. 
38. Lahorl, I , Part 11 , pp. 35-36; Khafi Khans, I , Part I I , 
p . 495. 
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(Chandawal) of the marching force . He remained engage f i b-
39 t i n g cont inuous ly throughout the way. The i n ^ e r i a l i s t s 
l a i d s e i g e around the fort of Parenda for a considerable time 
and pressed the enemy hard. But desp i t e of a l l e f f o r t s they 
suffered from lack of prov i s ions and furthermore the beg i -
nning of rainy season compelled them to suspend the s i e g e 
operat ion . They began re t rea t to Burhanpur in March 1634. 
Once again Jai Singh was la iden with burden of the rear of 
returning a m y . Thereafter he was posted a t Daulatabad 
under the command of Khan-i-Zaman. 
The r e t r e a t of Mughal forces to Burhanpur provided 
Shahji Bhonsla with a favourable time t o extend his hands 
over the Mughal dominions in the Deccan around Daulatabad. 
Shahjahan s e n t a b ig army for h i s suppression. Ja i Singh 
and Mubariz Khan alongwith some other nobles , by guide 
marches surprized Shahji Bhonsla and he had t o f l e e with-
out f i g h t i n g . As a token of p r a i s e for his s e r v i c e s Shah-
jahan promoted him to the man sab of 5000 Zat and 4000 Suwar 
42 
when he cwne t o royl court for Sa lu ta t ion . 
Early next year Shahjahan s e t out for Deccan to 
overawe the Sultans of Bljapur and Golkonda who had been 
39. Lahori, I , Part I I , p . 39; Saleh I I , p . 46, M.U.III ,p .570 . 
40 . Lahori, I , Part I I , p . 46; Saleh, I I , pp.46-48,M.U.III , p . 570. 
4 1 . Lahori, I , Part I I , p . 63; Qazwlni, I I I , p . 638. 
4 2 . Lahori, I , Part I I , pp.63-104;Saleh, I I , pp .75-76 , 
H 
obstruct ing the set t lement of newly annexed Nlzanshahl 
Kingdom. Khan-1-Dauran at the head of 20,000 s o l d i e r s 
Including Jai Singh with his Kachhwaha cont ingent in the 
Vanguard, was ordered to invade Bijapur. In t h i s expedition 
J a i Singh a s s i s t e d the main force at every po in t with h i s 
troops and compelled the Sultan of Bijapur, d e s p i t e h i s 
s t i f f r e s i s t e n c e t o accept the peace t r e a t y . Thereafter 
Khan-i-Dauran with the help of Ja i Singh and h i s Kachhwaha 
troops conquered the for t s of Ausa and Udgir in 1^35. 
Immediately afterwards Ja i Singh was sent with Khan-i^Dauran 
to invade the Gond country (Goudwana) . Fort of Nagpur was 
bes ieged and a breach was dug through which Ja i Singh and 
Sipehdar Khan entered i n t o the f o r t and captured i t . Later 
the Zaginflaf of the area submitted himself to Imperial 
44 f o r c e s . There a f ter Jai Singh returned to Agra where he 
was rewarded and was raised to the rank of 5000 Zat and 
5000 Suwar and Pargana of Chatsu was included in his J a ^ l j . 
Thereafter he took leave for h i s hone in ^ r i l 1637 for a 
45 
r e s t a f t er a long and t i r i n g ejq>edition in Oeccan. Curing 
1637 and 1642 J a i Singh remained busy in m i l i t a r y campaigns 
against Pers ia and r e b e l l i o u s Jagat Singh in Mau. 
43 . Lahori I , Part I I , pp. 135-36; Saleh I I , pp. 152-53; 
Sadiq I , pp.104-5;M.U., I l l p , 570; Khafi Khan I , 
Part I I , p .525; VlrW'nod I I I , p . 1289. 
44. Saleh, I I , pp. 218-19. 
45 . Lahori, I , Part I I , pp. 246-48; Saleh I I , pp.224-28, 
M.U. I l l , p . 570. Vir Vinod I I I , pp. 1288-89. 
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On way bac* from Qandhar in October 164 2 J a l Singh 
went home on l e a v e . In Nov. 164 3 Shahjahan made p i l g r i m a g e 
t o Ajmer and J a i S ingh w a i t e d upon t h e Emperor w i t h his 
sons and p r e s e n t e d 5000 t r o o p e r s f o r royal Inspe c t l o n . There-
46 
a f t e r he a g a i n g o t l e a v e f o r home. In Nov. 1644 Khan-1-
Dhuran« t h e g o v e r n o r o f Deccan« was summoned t o c o u r t and 
J a i S i n g h , then at Amer was a s k e d t o go t o Doccan and look 
47 
a f t e r t h e a c k n i n i s t r a t i o n A i r i n g Khan-i-Dauran* s a b s e n c e . 
L a t e r on when Khan-i-Dauran d i e d J a i S ingh was made t o c o n t i -
nue i n Deccan t i l l the b e g i n n i n g o f 1647, T h e r e f o r e he was 
ordered t o j o i n t h e Etnperor a t Kabul , On h i s way to Kabul 
he e s c o r t e d one c z o r e and twenty l a k h s of r u p e e s and t h r e e 
48 l a k h s o f Muhrs from Agra f o r Balkh and Badakhsheui e x p e d i t i o n , 
IN THB NORTH-WEST 
Kabul and Qandhar^ on account of t h e i r s t r e t e g i c and 
commercial importance , f o r a l o n g p e r i o d remained the bone 
of c o n t e n t i o n between I n d i a , P e r s i a and c e n t r a l A s i a . With 
Kabul and Qandhar i n hand, which according t o Babur s e r v e d 
as two g a t e ways o f Hindustan, t h e z u l e r o f I n d i a cou ld 
chedc I n t r u s i o o i n t o Hindustan from e i t h e r d i r e c t i o n * id 
4 6 . Lahor i , I I , P a r t , I , p p . 34 5 - 4 6 ; Sa l eh I I , p . 392; 
M,U. I l l p . 572 . 
4 7 . S a l e h I I , p . 412 ; Khafi Khan I , Par t I I , p . 604; 
Vir Vinod. I l l , p . 1290. 
4 8 . Lahori I I . Par t , I I , p . 6 8 1 ; VirVlnod, I I I , p . 1290, 
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therefore , for defence of India , accup^*:icr of the two 
c i t i e s was considered a m i l i t a r y n e c e s s i t y , Mughals, there-
fore k ^ t utmost v i g i l l e s t they might l o s s the two c i t i e s . 
Kabul for tunate ly remained wi th them and t h e r e f o r e no s t r u -
ggle ever ensued for I t s occupat ion . Regarding Qandhar« 
s i t u a t i o n was s l i g h t l y d i f f erent* Here Persians almost had 
the sane apprehension what the Mughals had from Pers ians . 
This led to a long s trugg le between Mughals and Persians for 
occupation of Qandhar. Akbar annexed and garr i s s ioned Qan-
dhar fort wi th large army. But i t was again l o s t to Shah 
Abbas, the ruler of Pers ia in 1622 due t o Jahangir ' s n e g l l -
9ency. When Shahjahan ascended the throne he could not pay 
a t t ent ion towards Oandhar for severa l years for his pre-
occupation in Deccan, No sooner he got r e l i e v e d from Deccan 
he decided t o recover Qandhar, 
I t was the time when Saru Taql took over the charge 
of Wazir in P e r s i a , He i s sa id to have at daggers drown with 
All Mardan Khan, the Persian governor of Qandhar. Saru Taql 
in the p r e t e n t i o n of c learance of revenue accounts summoned 
All Mardan Khan but the l a t t e r refused and dec lared his lack 
of confidence in the new waz ir . Consequently Saru Taql resor-
49 ted to use force for r e l i e v i n g All Mardan Khan, This led 
49 . Saxena (Shahjahan of D e l h i ) , pp. 216-17, 
An army under s iyayush Qollar Aqasi was sent t o 
Oandhar in order t o r e l i e v e All Mordan Khan by any 
means p o s s i b l e . 
17 
All Mardan Khan to open nego t ia t i ons with Mughals for the 
surrender of the for t to Mughals, When Shahjahan was 
Infoimed about t h i s development he ordered Said Khan the 
governor of Kabul to accept the o f f e r and make arrangement 
for taking over the f o r t . IXie to t h i s development in 
Qandhar there was a l l p o s s i b i l i t y of m i l i t a r y aggression 
from P e r s i a . So on account of t h i s expected mcv e of Persian 
army Shahjahan sent a wel l equipped large army under the 
supreme command of Prince Shuja with a huge amount of money 
and prec ious g i f t s for All Mardan Khan, towards Qandhar. Ja i 
Singh «id Bahadur Khan were ordered t o accompany t h i s force 
52 
alongwlth severa l other high manaabdars. Al l Mardan Khan 
met the Prince near Kabul and completed the formali ty of 
g iv ing the charge of Qandhar f o r t to Mughals. On t h i s occa-
s ion Ja i Singh and Khaw-l-Dauran Bahadur Sat on the right 
and l e f t s i d e of the Prince r e s p e c t i v e l y . There a f ter Ja i 
Singh v i s i t e d the Bnoperor at Rawalpindi and rece ived Royal 
g i f t s . Shahjahan v i s i t e d the parade of grand army oat s i d e 
Naushehra. On t h i s occaalon the Btnperor presented Jai Singh 
a horse from Royal s t a b l e and gave the t i t l e of MIRZA RAJA, 
in 1639. Thereafter he was ordered to hold upper and lower 
50, Lahorl, II, Part, I, p, 24. 
51, Ibid. 
52, Lahori, II, Part I, pp. 37-52; Saleh, II, pp. 206-18; 
M.U. Ill, p. 571, 
53, Lahori, II, Part, I, p. 52. 
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Bangash country in order t o supply prov i s ions t o the royal 
54 force during the anperor's march towards Kabul. There 
a f t er the addi t iona l troops inc luding Kachhwa contingent 
under J a i Singh were re l i eved for the court which arrived 
was given leave 55 
at Lahore in October. Ja i S ingh/ for home in Nov, 1639. 
After a l eave of more than one year at Amer Jai 
Singh came to Royal Court in Feb. 1641, and within a few 
week he was sent to Kabul t o Join Prince Dara Shukoh. In 
the meanwhile Jagat Singh, son of Raja Basu, who was a s s i g -
ned the governorship of Mau rose In r e b e l l i o n . Consequently 
the fin^eror ordered Prince Dara t o suspend the march to Qan-
dhar and quick ly check t h e rebel Jagat Singh. The Prince 
accompanied by Ja i Singh« Anar Singh Rathor and other gene-
ra l s s e t out from Kabul and advanced through Palthan. The 
whole army was devided in to three d i v i s i o n s in accordance 
with the plan of attacking t h e f o r t from t h r e e s i d e s . Jai 
Singh made h i s way by the bank of r iver Chaki and reached at 
the foot of t h e f o r t . The operation s tar ted v igorous ly «nd 
d e s p i t e s t i f f r e s i s t e n c e from the rebe l Is the Imperial army 
captured the f o r t . Jai Singh again displayed h i s marshal 
a b i l i t i e s and g in ius and entered the fort f i r s t of a l l . 
After t h i s success fu l campaign Ja i Singh was r i c h l y awarded 
54. Lahori, I I , Part I , pp. 14 3-57; M.U. p . 571 
Vir Vinod. I l l , p . 1289. 
55. Lahori, I I , Part I , p . 43-57; M^. m . p . 571. 
56. Lahori, I I , Part, I , p. 223; Saleh, I I , pp. 303-5; 
M.U., I I I . p .571 . 
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and was given an addit ional mansab of 1000 Do»5Spaha-Seh-
aspaha r a i s i n g his rank to 5000 zat and 5000 suwar with 
57 1000 do-aspaha and seh-aspaha« 
Victor ious army under the supreme command of Dara 
Shukoh, then was sent* in April 1642, to defend Qandhar 
from an expected Persian a t tack . But no b a t t l e could 
occure and consequently Ja i Singh alongwith other o f f i c e r s 
returned t o Court i n October 1642. Thereafter he took leave 
for h i s home. 
In 1647 Shahjahan s e t out for Kabul t o supervise the 
Baikh e x p e d i t i o n , Jai Singh was c a l l e d from Deccan to a s s i s t 
the main f o r c e . He met the Staperor at Kabul with h i s 2*000 
Rajput t roops . Here he was promoted t o the mansab of 5000 
xat/5000 suwar with 2000 do^aspaha seh-aspaha and was fur-
ther honoured with Royal g i f t s . Thereafter he was sent to 
jo in Aurangzeb at Balkh. He was given twenty lakhs of rupees 
59 for the expenses in the e x p e d i t i o n . 
Aurangzeb opened h i s operation in Apr i l . 1647 and 
a f t e r a s t i f f f i gh t ing between Mughals and Uzbeks who were 
a nation in arms, entered the c i t y of Balkh in May. Jai Singh 
57. Lahorl, II* Part I* pp. 224-40; Saleh, I I , pp. 34 2-55; 
Sadlq, I , pp. 130-40; Khafi Khan, I , Part I I , pp.585-87; 
58. Lahorl, I I , Part I , pp. 285-94; Saleh, I I , pp.372-73; 
-iJfU. I l l * P. 571; Khafi Khan I , Part. I I , pp. 589-90, 
Vfr Vlnod. I l l , p . 1290. 
59. Lahorl, I I , Part, I I , pp. 68 3, 70 3; Sadiq, I , p . 207 
Khafi Khan, I , Part I I , P. 660; M.U., I I I , p . 572. 
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was placed i n the Vanguard of the grand army. Aurangzeb made 
a further move towards the r i v e r oxus. The Rov^l forces 
remained engage ' in a s e r i e s of b a t t l e s for about f ive mon-
t h s . But d e s p i t e a l l e f f o r t s the Mughals f a i l e d to make 
further headway i n t o the Uzbek t e r r i t o r y . I t was because of 
the geographical and c l i m a t i c behaviour of the 
country. The arr iva l of winter and snowfal l , for example, 
compelled Aurangzeb t o abandon the operation unf in i shed . He 
60 decided t o r e t r e a t to Kabul in Nov, 1647. Since Aurangzeb 
was aaked t o s t a y at Kabul and defend the province against 
any Uzbek attack Ja l Singh t o o , stayed there for some 
t ime. After a few months he took leave for h i s home. He 
returned t o the court in j ^ r i l 1648 and got another promo* 
t l o n i n h i s man sab of 1000 Suwar do-»aspaha Seh-aspaha and 
his rank r a i s e d t o 5000/5000/3000X2-3h.^^ 
Qandhar problem was s t i f f pinching t o Shahjahan. 
Ear l ier he occupied the f o r t bribing and grant ing employment 
to the Persian governor, Ali Mordan Khan, in 1638. But Shah 
Abbas I I of P e r s i a recovered i t in the beginning o f 1649 and 
i n f l i c t e d a g r e a t injury on the Mughal p r e s t i g e . Hence Shah-
jahan sent a l a r g e army under the command of Prince Aurang-
zeb. In t h i s grand amy of about 50,000 s o l d i e r Ja i Singh 
62 had the command of the l e f t wing. 
60. Saleh, I I , pp. 553-61; I I I , pp. 9, 16; Vir Vlnod, I I I , 
p . 1290-91, HOJ, p. 106. 
61 . Waris, I , P. 72; Saleh, I I I , P. I l l ; M . U . , I l l , p p . 5 7 2 - 7 3 . 
62. Waris, I , PP. 73-92; M.U., I I I , pp.572-73 . 
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Despite of the huge army and cons iderable number of 
a r t i l l a r y p i e c e s the I m p e r i a l i s t s f a i l e d t o de fea t the Per-
s i a n s . The expedit ion due t o wrong b a t t l e s t r a t e g y and 
i n f e r i o r a r t i l l a r y added by g e o - c l i m i a t i c complex i t i e s of the 
region* ended in a f i a s c o . Aurangzeb decided to r e t r e a t and 
as such abondoned the s e i g e . After return from Qandhar Ja i 
Singh was asked to suppress the rebel Kewatis of Kumau 
Pahari who had created choas in the region. Ja i Singh succ-
e s s f u l l y s e t t l e d the region which was l a t e r on given in the 
charge of h i s son Kirat Sing. For t h i s s e r v i c e of Jai 
Singh one thousand do-aapaha seh-aspaha was added to h i s 
man sab, and was ra ised to the rank of 5000/5000 (4000 x 2-3h) • 
Fai lure in Qandhar expedi t ion made t h e Mughals to think 
over t h e i r military and s t r a t e g i c weaknesses. Hence# conse-
quently, the next three years were devoted to r e c t i f y the 
mistakes . Again in 1652 a great army headed by Aurangzeb 
alongwith improved f i r e arms was sent against P e r s i a . This 
time Jai Singh held the command of Vanguard. The s i e g e 
s t a r t e d in May 1652 with utmost valour but again the Mughals 
f a i l e d t o withstand the P e r s i a n s . Shahjahan, f i n a l l y ordered 
Aurangzeb to suspended the expedi t ion and Ja i Singh f a i l e d 
to play any s i g n i f i c a n t ro le in t h i s i n g l o r i o u s expedi t ion . 
63 . IAIAVIS,!, P. 1^ 8. 
64. Waris, I , P. 138; Saleh, I I I , pp. 108-12; M.U., I I I , p . 5 7 3 . 
VirVinod , I I I , p . 1291. 
64 
21 
65 
The I m p e r i a l i s t s r e t r e a t e d t o Kabul in J u l y 1 6 5 2 . There-
a f t e r J a i S ingh was p o s t e d a t Kabul t o a s s i s t Sulaiman 
66 Shukoh, the g o v e r n o r o f t h e p r o v i n c e . 
Next y e a r t h e e x p e d i t i o n a g a i n s t P e r s i a was resumed 
under t h e Supreme command o f P r i n c e Dara Shukoh. He began 
the o p e r a t i o n in A p r i l 1653 and b e s i e g e d t h e f o r t . J a i 
S ingh was g i v e n the charge o f t r e n c h e s f a c i n g t h e rear g a t e 
o f the f o r t o f Qandhar. But d e s p i t e o f a l l e f f o r t s and 
r e v i s e d s t r a t e g i c moves t h e o p e r a t i o n f a i l e d t h e t h i r d time* 
A f t e r a c o n t i n u o u s b a t t l e s f o r about f i v e months t h e Mughal 
67 
f o r c e s r e t r e a t e d h o p l e s s l y . On r e t u r n i n g from Qandhar J a i 
S ingh g o t l e a v e f o r home but was sunmoned t o c o u r t o n l y a f t e r 
few months . The r e a s o n f o r h i s hurry ing t o c o u r t was t h e 
i n t e l l i g e n c e r e p o r t t h a t Rana o f C h i t t o r had s t a r t e d r e p a i -
68 
r i n g t h e f o r t i n v i o l a t i o n o f t h e t r e a t y o f 1615 , J a i 
S ingh a l o n g w i t h h i s Kachhwaha c o n t i n g e n t p a r t i c i p a t e d i n 
t h i s o p e r a t i o n and r e t u r n e d s u c c e s s f u l l y . A f t e r t h a t he got 
l e a v e f o r home where he remained u n c a l l e d f o r t i l l the out 
break o f wars o f s u c c e s s i o n among sons o f Shahjahan i n 1657, 
65 . Warls I , p p . 1 6 1 - 9 0 | S a l e h , I H , pp . 1 3 8 - 5 0 ; M.U., I I I , 
p p . 5 7 3 - 7 4 . 
66 . S a l e h I I I , p . 151> M,U. I l l , pp . 5 7 3 - 7 4 . 
67 . Warls , I I , p p . 2 0 0 - 3 4 ; S a l e h , I I I , pp . 1 5 8 - 7 2 . 
68 . Warls, I I , p p . 2 5 4 - 2 6 1 , 2 7 3 - 7 4 , 314. 
CHAPTER - I I 
ROLE OF MIR2A RAJA JAI SINGH IN WAR OF 
SUCCESSION 
MUGHAL EMPIRE IN 1657 
The p o l i t i c a l c o n d i t i o n of t h e Mughal Empire in 1657, 
b e f o r e the outbreak of war of s u c c e s s i o n among t h e sons of 
Shahjahan, was , by and l a r g e p e a c e f u l , Shahjahan had l o s t 
Qandhar t o P e r s i a and t h e r e was no movement firom e i t h e r s i d e 
on t h a t i s s u e . There was no h o s t i l e a c t i v i t y from Uzbeks. 
Problem of C h i t t o r had a l r e a d y been s e t t l e d i n 1654. Aurang-
zeb was appo in ted as the governor of Deccan f o r second t ime 
and was ordered t o invade B i japur w i t h a l l t i m e s powerful 
army a v a i l a b l e in t h e Bnplre . He was, a c c o r d i n l y advancing 
t o t h a t e f f e c t and t h e task was thought t o be an e a s y one t o 
such a l a r g e army w i t h v a s t r e s o u r c e s and p r o v i s i o n s in r e s -
e r v e . Shuja and Murad Baksh, h o l d i n g Subadarl of Bengal and 
Gujrat r e s p e c t i v e l y , were k e e p i n g w e l l in t h e i r p r o v i n c e s . 
At t h i s t i m e , t h u s , t h e Mughal Bnpire had no apparent , i n t e r -
nal o r e x t e r n a l danger . But t h e d i f f e r e n c e s among the P r i n c e s , 
p a r t i c u l a r l y between Aurangzeb and Dara Shukoh became m e n i f e s -
t i v e on a number o f o c c a s i o n s and perhaps on account o f t h a t 
Shahjahan always k e p t Aurangzeb away from t h e c o u r t , 
SHAHJAHAN'S ILLNESS I CONFUSION AND RUMOURS 
Shahjahan, in September 1657 f e l l s e r i o u s l y i l l and 
Dara Shukoh, t h e e l d e s t and most f a v o u r i t e among the sons , 
began t o a s s e r t p e r s o n a l sway o v e r the p o l i c i e s o f t h e 
Empire in the i m p r e s s i o n t h a t the i l l n e s s o f Shahjahan might 
prove t o be f a t a l . He, a l r e a d y , was s a i d to hav<^ enjoyed a 
2i 
great Influence over the Qnperor but was afraid of the power 
and a b i l i t i e s of Aurangzeb. Hence he t r i e d to a l i ena t e the 
Emperors mind from Aurangzeb, and by means of several l i e s 
induced him to r eca l l the army to court which had been sent 
e a r l i e r to re inforce Aurangzeb against Bijapur. He thought 
tha t in Emperors l i f e time and under his p ro tec t ion he would 
get r id of Shuja and Kurad Bakhsh f i r s t and then would turn 
with full force to Deccan to remove Aurangzeb. With tha t 
design in mind Dara suppressed the news of Shahjahan's i l l -
ness , cut the l i n e of communication between cour t and the 
pr ince governors of d i f fe ren t provinces by a r r e s t i n g t h e i r 
Wakila at the court and s t r i c t l y prevented the nobles from 
at tending the sick Bnperor. This act of Dara crea ted confu-
sion a l l over, hence the rumours of Einperor* s death spread 
2 l i k e f i r e of dry fo res t . When t h i s rumour reached to the 
ears of t h r ee pr inces in Bengal, Gujrat and Deccan, they 
became suspicious of Dara's i l l design. 
At the moment Dara has been holding the re ins of the 
Ehipire in his hands under the p re t ex t of EJmperor's i l l n e s s , 
ShuJa and Murad Baskhsh h a s t i l y declared t h e i r independence, 
got the Khutba read and coins Issued in t h e i r names In t h e i r 
respect ive provinces . Aurangzeb who was advancing towards 
Bijapur and had reached In the v i c in i t y of t ha t Kingdom, 
hurr iedly concluded a t r e a ty and then set out towards Agra 
1. Nagar, pp. 11-19; Saql, p . 3. 
2. Nagar, pp. 11-19; Sadiq, I I , pp. 277-78. 
at the head of a l a r g e army, a v a i l a b l e In Deccan under h i s 
ccmmand, p r e t e n d i n g t o save h i s f a t h e r from h e r e t i c Dara. 
Thus Shuja, Murad Bakhsh -and Aurangzeb r e c e i v i n g the rumours 
of death of Shahjahan s e t out f o r Agra, where t h e l a t e r was 
3 
brought from D e l h i w h i l e h i s d i s e a s e was at i t s apex . When 
Dara cane t o know about t h e movement of t h r e e armies towards 
Agra frcm t h r e e s i d e s , he s e n t o r d e r s t o t h e P r i n c e s in the 
name of the Einperor to return t o t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e p r o v i n c e s . 
But t h e y r e f u s e d . Shuja was f a s t e s t in t h i s r a c e and a r r i v e d 
a t Patna w i t h h i s f o r c e s . Dara, w i t h o u t g i v i n g due c o n s i d e r a -
t i o n t o t h e movement o f Aurangzeb and Murad Bakhsh, sent h i s 
b e s t army under t h e nominal command of h i s e l d e s t son Sulalman 
Shukh and made Raja J « l S ingh , v i r t u a l l y t h e man In command, 
h i s g u a r d i a n . Raja J a l S ingh , t h e n , was r a i s e d t o t h e rank 
of 6000 Zat and 5000 Suwar w i t h do-aspaha s e h - a s p a h a by an 
a d d i t i o n o f 1000 z a t and 1000 Suwar do-aspaha s e h - a s p h a . 
Annies a g a i n s t Aurangzeb and Murad Bakhsh were a l s o d e s p a t -
ched under t h e command o f Maharaja Jaswant S i n g h and Oasim 
Khan. 
JAI SINGH AGAINST SHUJA^ 
ShuJa who had s e t out from Bengal a t the head o f a 
l a r g e f o r c e i n c l u d i n g an e x c e l l e n t park o f a r t i l l e r y and 
h i g h l y u s e f u l w a r b o a t s , a f t e r o v e r running t h e Suba o f Bihar 
3 . Nagar, p . 1 1 ; Saq i , p . 3; S a l e h , I I I , p . 277;Kazim, I , 
pp . 3 0 - 3 1 . 
4 . Kazim, I , pp . 3 0 - 3 1 ; Nagar, p . 11 ; Mannucl, I , p p . 2 3 4 - 3 6 . 
5 . S a l e h , I I I , p . 277; hl^., I I I p . 574 
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arrived at Bahadurpur, at a d i s tance of about two Kos frcm 
Benaras, by the close of January 1658. 'Saja J a i Singh lea-
ding Sulaiman Shukoh reached near Benaras and encamped at 
a dis tance of one Kos from Shuja 's array. I t i s said t ha t 
Shahjahan had given secre t order to Ja i Singh to obstain 
from a b a t t l e against Shuja and to t r y t o make the prince 
agree for a r e t r e a t . So J a i Singh prsued Shuja through his 
l e t t e r s for a r e t r e a t and assured him of the hea l th and l i f e 
of t h e Elnperor.) But Shuja, in tox ica ted and i n s t i g a t e d by 
7 
the l u s t of power, did not heed the advice of J a i Singh. 
Similar ly , on the o ther hand Sulaiman Shukoh too , wanted to 
use t h i s opportuni ty for e s t ab l i sh ing his image as a general , 
in the impression that he was backed by a l a rge army and most 
e f fec t ive genera l s . Thus, n i c the r Shuja nor Sulaiman was ready 
to avoid a b a t t l e . But Raja J a i Singh, in accordance with the 
order of Shahjahan wanted t o avoid any confrontat ion with 
g 
Shuja. Evidently i t was a hard time on Raja J a i Singh. He, 
at one hand wanted t o maintain his posi t ion at the Mughal 
court and at the o ther , not to make any as sau l t on the p res -
t i g e of Royl blood. So when J a i Singh could not make Shuja 
r e t r e a t through pursuation he decided to use fcrce for achie-
ving t h i s goal . To tha t e f fec t one day early in the morning 
he ordered his army to get ready for changing the place of 
encampment. When the army got ready, he a t once ordered for 
an at tadc on Shuja 's army. This sudden attack stunned the 
6. Kazim I , pp. 30-31. 
7. Mannuci, I , pp. 234-36; Bernier, pp. 34-35. 
8. Ibid 
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forces of Shuja and created a great panic . Consequently they, 
in a l l haste took t o f l i g h t as bes t as they could manage. 
T i l l the time Shuja could understand the actual s i t u a t i o n i t 
had become too l a t e t o take de fens ive p o s i t i o n . Ul t imate ly , 
g e t t i n g no way out for h is s a f e t y , he too , mounted an e leph-
ant and rushed towards r iver bank, with a l l haste boarded in 
9 
a boat and f i n a l l y f l e d towards Patna and further to Hunger, 
After arr iv ing at Hunger he constructed a mudwall from the 
c i t y upto the r i v e r bank in order to prevent the pursuing 
axmy from enter ing the c i t y . Raja Jai Singh when arrived 
near Hunger and found the unforeseen o b s t a c l e , halted at 
Ja i tpur and t r i e d t o make an easy way to enter the c i t y with 
the help of l o c a l Zamindari. 
In the meanwhile alarming news came from the court 
about the de feat of Imperial army at Dharmat at the hands of 
combined forces of Aurangzeb and Hurad Bakhsh, Dara wrote to 
Sulaiman t o conclude a peace with Shuja and rush back to Agra 
in the wake of Aurangzeb*s attack on Agra . Raja Ja i Singh, 
who then was ra i sed to the rank o f 7000 zat 6000 Suwar with 
12 5000 do»aspaha Seh-aspaha f o r the s e r v i c e aga ins t Shuja, 
h a s t i l y concluded a t rea ty with ShuJ'as Wazir Jan Beg, I t was 
9 . Nagar, pp. 16-19; Karim, I , pp. 30-31; 
10, History of Aurangzeb (HOA) by J,N.Sarkar, I & I I , pp. 293-94 
11, Nagar, p . 50. 
12, Saleh, III, p, 279; Vir Vinod, III, p. 1291, 
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agreed that Bengal, Bihar and Orissa to the e a s t of Hunger 
were to be l e f t t o Shuja but h i s headquarters would be at 
Rajmahal l e s t his presence at Hunger might creat menace to 
the ruler of Delh i , 
JAI SINGH DESERTS SULAIHAN SHUKOH 
As soon as the t rea ty was negot ia ted , Sulaiman Shukoh 
rushed towards Agra. But when the i m p e r i a l i s t s arrived at 
Kora, near Allahabad, the news of the crushing defeat of Dara 
in the b a t t l e of Samugarh was arr ived . I t was again a very 
c r i t i c a l s i t u a t i o n for Raja Ja i Singh. He was to decide e i t h e r 
t o remain in t h e t ra in of Sulaiman Shakoh or to Join the 
v i c t o r Aurangzeb. He very s i l e n t l y analysed the whole s i t u a -
t ion and his penetrat ing eyes and wisdom foresaw the tomorrow's 
king in the person of Aurangzeb. Hence he decided to go over 
t o Aurangzeb. But at the same time he kept an option reserved 
for any unfavourable e v e n t u a l i t y by absta ining from making any 
haim t o Sulaiman Shukoh, whi le Aurangzeb had suggested him to 
14 
arres t the Prince in his l e t t e r t o the Raja. He alongwlth 
Di l er Khan, Bahadur Khan and some e ther nobles deserted Su la l -
mand Shukoh and came over t o Hathura where they appeared and 
submitted themselves before Aurangzeb. There a f t e r he got 
13. HOA, I & I I , p . 294. 
14. Hannuci, I , pp. 271-73; B e m i o r , p . 58. 
15. Kazim, I , pp. 138, 146, 167-70; Nagar, p . 50; Bhimsen, 
P. 17b; Hannuce, I , P. 285. 
l e a v e f o r home. He was g iven a J a g l r y i e l d i n g one c r o r e 
dams. He r e t u r n e d t o t h e c o u r t when t h e b a t t l e o f Khajwa 
17 
was o v e r , 
PARA'S FRESH BID i BATTLE AT DEORAl 
A f t e r d e f e a t at Samugarh Dara f l e d t o D e l h i . He 
c o l l e c t e d t h e r e a l a r g e army and w e a l t h , and moved t o Multan 
v i a Punjab, In t h e c o u r s e o f Dara*s p u r s u i t when Aurangzeb 
a r r i v e d a t Roopar on t h e bank o f S u t l e j , Maharaja Jaswant 
S i n g h , pursuaded by J a i S i n g h , s ubm i t t e d h i m s e l f b e f o r e 
Aurangzeb and begged pardon, which was g r a n t e d a t the r e q u e s t 
18 
o f J a l S i n g h . Aurangzeb c o u l d not c o n t i n u e h i s p u r s u i t 
b e c a u s e t h e a larming neft/s o f S h u j a ' s advance march towards 
Agra had reached t o him. Hence he l e f t t h e c h a r g e o f Dara* s 
p u r s u i t i n t h e hands o f K h a l i l u l l a h Khan and rushed bacik t o 
Agra, Prom Agra he moved f u r t h e r t o c o n t e s t a g a i n s t Shaja 
who had reached beyond A l l a h a b a d , The two armies met a t 
Khajwa and f o u g h t s e v e r e l y , Shuja was d e f e a t e d and f l e d t o -
wards Bengal . 
While Aurangzeb r e t u r n e d a f t e r abandoning Dara*s 
p u r s u i t and g o t busy a g a i n s t Shuja , Dara, i n t h e meantime, 
a t the head o f a l a r g e f o r c e moved from Multan i n t o Oujrat 
16 , Kazim, I , p , 1 4 6 , 
17, Bhandari, p , 536 . 
18 , Bhandari, p , 520 , 
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o b v i o u s l y to make a f r e s h b i d . I t i s s a i d t h a t t h e governor 
of Ahtiadabad was s t i l l f r i e n d l y t o him.In another move Dara 
wrote l e t t e r t o Jaswant S ingh , who had f l e d t o h i s s e a t , 
Jodhpur, a f t e r committ ing a t r e a c h e r y a g a i n s t Aurangzeb in 
19 t h e b a t t l e o f Khajwa, t o p r e p a r e for a f i n a l showdown a g a i n s t 
Aurangzeb, Jaswant S ingh , t h e dubious s u s p e c t , in r e p l y a s s u r e d 
him of h i s f u l l s u p p o r t . Dara on h i s a s s u r a n c e marched from 
Gujrat and a r r i v e d a t v i l l a g e D e o r a i , near AJmer i n March 1659. 
Aurangzeb t o o , moved from Agra w i t h h i s f o r c e s and 
a r r i v e d near t h e h i l l s o f B i t h l i and Gokla, Here Aurangzeb 
20 
e n t r u s t e d t h e c h a r g e o f h i s V'anguared t o Raja J a i S ingh , 
Before h i s march from Agra a g a i n s t Dara« Aurangzeb 
had detached a d i v i s i o n o f h i s f o r c e under t h e command o f 
Mohammad Amin Khan« t o s u p p r e s s and subdue Jaswant Singh f o r 
h i s p r e v i o u s m i s d e e d s . But in t h e l i g h t o f new s i t u a t i o n s he 
v e r y soon r e a l i s e d t h a t t h e a l i e n a t i o n o f Jaswant Singh from 
Dara would be more f r u i t f u l . Hence he d e c i d e d t o win Jaswant 
S ingh o v e r him through p u r s u a t i o n i n s t - e a d of f o r c e . Again 
t h e ta sk f o r w i n n i n g o v e r Jaswant Singh t o submit t o Aurang-
zeb* s a u t h o r i t y through p u r s u a t i o n was a s s i g n e d t o Raja J a i 
S i n g h , The Raja, i n t h i s e f f e c t , wrote a l e t t e r t o Jaswant 
S ingh i n which he u n d e r l i n e d t h e weak p o s i t i o n o f Dara Shukoh 
and f u t i l i t y o f g o i n g t o h i s s i d e a g a i n s t Aurangzeb, who had 
19 . J . N . Sarkar , Annecdotes o f Aurangzeb, p . 4 4 , RuqciQat, p , 4 
2 0 . Kazlm, I , p . 306, 
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a much b e t t e r army alongwith vast resources at hand. He 
assured Jaswant Singh of forg iveness end confirmation of 
h i s mansab. The l a t e r h e s i t a t e d for some time but soon 
21 
rea l i s ed h i s impotence and decided, b e t t e r to keep s i l e n t . 
Thus by a l i e n a t i n g Jaswant Singh from Dara, Aurangzeb 
broken the r ight hand ofr Dara and then prepared h i s forces 
for a f i n a l showdown, Dara sent repeated orders to Jaswant 
Singh to come to ground but a l l in vain . F ina l ly the two 
armies came face to face and a r t i l l e r y duel was held for 
three days. But non could advanced further . At l a s t Raja 
Rajrup* who had a s e t of mountaineers among h i s troops , asc-
ended t h e Gokla h i l l and at once f e l l upon the l e f t wing of 
Dara's axmy and created dessent ion in h i s columns. He was 
e f f e c t i v e l y supported by other columns of the army. A f i e -
rce b a t t l e continued for about four hours. Raja Ja i Singh, 
again displayed his s t y l e s of arms and by e severe attack h i s 
Rajputs pushed t h e i r adversaries back. Though Aurangzeb's 
army, too suf fered a large number of c a s u a l t i e s , however by 
sheer bravery they won the ground. The enemy's columns were 
d i s t zuc ted and the s o l d i e r s were compelled to l eave the 
ground. Dara continued desperate attacks but very soon rea-
l i s e d h i s precar ious condit ion and he too , with a l l haste 
f l ed from the ground leaving behind major part of his men and 
m a t e r i a l s . He took the way t o Gujrat through Maitra, 3 place 
21. Saqi, p . 19; Sadiq I I , pp. 313-14. 
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near Jodhpur, Aurangzeb ordered J a i Singh and D l l e r Khan t o 
22 go In p u r s u i t w i t h t h e i r d i v i s i o n s . 
JAI SINGH IN PURSUIT OF DAJRA 
Dara Shukoh in a l l h a s t e a r r i v e d a t M a l t r a and s t a y e d 
t h e r e f o r some t i a i e in o r d e r t o r e - a r r a n g e h i s men and p r o -
v i s i o n s but i n t h e apprehens ion o f the p u r s u i n g army under 
J a i S ingh , he c o u l d not p r o p e r l y c o l l e c t h i s men and p r o v i -
s i o n s . He moved w i t h maximum s p e e d towards Gujra t , convf»rina 
about 30 m i l e s a d a y . J a l S ingh a t t h e head o f p u r s u i n g f o r c e 
a r r i v e d at Mai tra when Dara had gone away. They s t a y e d t h e r e 
and c o l l e c t e d i n f o r m a t i o n about Dara's r o u t e . S i m u l t a n e o u s l y 
Raja J a i S i n g h s e n t l e t t e r s t o t h e l o c a l Zamindors and d i r e c -
t i n g them t o d e s i s t from e x t e n d i n g any he lp to Dara. When J a i 
S ingh moved from Maltra towards CJujrat, he was s i x days behind 
Dara. A f t e r a r r i v i n g near Oajrat Dara cane t o know t h a t Syid 
Bukhari, whom he had appo in ted governor o f OuJrat( i i«r l ier , was 
a r r e s t e d by Aurangzeb* s men. The new o f f i c e r s o f Gujrat d id 
not permi t him t o e n t e r t h e c i t y of Ahnadabad. Now t h e r e 
was o n l y one r o u t e open t o him t o f l e e and i t was towards 
n o r t h - w e s t . By a r e g u l a r t r e v e l l i n g he a r r i v e d at Kuch and 
then went towards Bhakkar. He, f u r t h e r c r o s s e d r i v e r Sindh 
and moved towards Qandhar. 
2 2 . Kazim, I , pp . 314-15; A q l l , pp . 119-20; S a q i , I I , 
pp . 3 1 7 - 1 9 ; 
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The pursuing army under Raja Ja i Singh too , covering 
about 20 Kos a day reached Kuch and he re-arranged his ex-
hausted force . The misery of t h i s force was in no way l e s s 
than that of Dara's, but d e s p i t e of a l l d i f f i c u l t i e s they 
continued the p u r s u i t . When Ja i Singh arrived at Bhuj he 
got the news of Dara's arr iva l in Icwer Sindh. Now there was 
greater Rann before Jai Singh which was sa id t o be the t e r r i -
b le saltmarsh where no water was ava i lab le for m i l e s . But 
Jai Singh with a l l pat ience and hardship crossed i t and a r r i -
ved at Kulabi. Here he came t o know that Dara had crossed 
over the r ight bank cf r iver Sindh and was approaching towards 
Qandhar. Since Dara had crossed t h e boundary o f Hindustan* 
J a i Singh thought his task done. So he wrote to Ehiperor that 
h i s work had been done and re<}ue8ted for l e a v e . In a n t i c i p a -
t i o n of the acceptence of h i s request for r e c a l l t o court and 
grant of leave Ja i Singh began return march and moved towards 
Bhakkar on a slow pace. 
Continuous marches and lack of prov i s ions i n f l i c t e d 
great misery on Dara and h i s f o l l o w e r s . In addit ion t o t h i s 
misery his carvan, in the long Journey, was l oo ted several 
t imes by groups of robbers. The broken Dara cross ing r i v e r 
Sindh arrived near Bolan pas s , and entered the t e r r i t o r y o f 
Malik Jiwan, the loca l zamlndar. He received Dara profoundly 
and taken him to his house where he fabricated a plan and 
arrested Dara and his sen Siphar Shukoh. I t was the climax of 
h is misfortune and Malik Jiwan proved to be the l a s t na i l in 
3^ . 
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the co f f in of h i s d i s t r u c t i o n . 
On the way back to Bhakkar Jai Singh got the s t a r t l i n g 
news of the a r r e s t of Dara by Malik Jiwan. He irmiediately 
turned towards Malik Jiwan's t e r r i t o r y and reached there by 
f a s t marches. Malik Jiwan de l i vered the Royl p r i s i o n e r s t o 
Ja i Singh, Perhaps Ja i Singh had not wanted t o see the mise-
rable end of a Royl blood so he l e f t the charge of taking 
Dara t o the court in the hands of Bahadur Khan and he himself 
followed s lowly in order to provide res t to h i s t i r e d men. 
Ja i Singh completed the most tough task tut only at the cos t 
of huge money and a large number of men. The misery o f t h i s 
marathan p u r s u i t was, perhaps i rreparable . He b^ ' slow marches 
reached the court a f t er three or four months in Sept. 1659. 
The new Bnnperor received him with a l l a l a c r i t y and rewarded 
him robes. J e w e l s , elephants and two hundred horses as comp-
25 
ensat lon to the l o s s occured in the course of p u r s u i t . 
SULAIMAN SHJKOH ARRESTED 
After Dara's a s s a s s i n a t i o n Aurangzeb turned h i s a t t en -
t i o n towards Sulaiman Shukoh, who had taken s h e l t e r in the 
f o r e s t s of Srlnagar and l a t e r , was hosted by P i r t h i Singh, the 
zamindar of Srinagar. Ron Singh, the e l d e s t son of Raja Jai 
Singh was sent t o s i e z Sulaiman Shukon. But the task could be 
23 . Kazim, I , pp. 408-19; Saleh, I I I , pp. 329-35. 
24. Nagar, p . 64; Manucci, I , p . 326. 
25. Kazim, I , p . 4 33; Saqi, p . 27; Nagar, p . 75. 
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conpeleted through the effective and intelligent pursuation 
of Raja Jai Singh, He wrote a letter to Pirthi Singh and 
pursued him to handover Sulaiman Shukah. He assured him of 
forgiveness and rich rewards. Pirthi Singh realised his weaX 
position before the powerful Royl army and its resourceful-
26 
ness and managed an easy delivery of fugitive Prince. He 
was, in return pardoned and was rewarded on the recommenda-
tion of Raja Jai Singh, 
Prince Shuja after receiving a crushing defeat in the 
battle of Khajwa fled towards Bengal. Aurangzeb deputed Mir 
Jumla in his pursuit, who after several encounters succeeded 
in pushing Shuja upto Dhaka from where the helpless Prince 
alongwith few loyl servants sailed for Araccan in ^ril 1660 
27 
and thereafter left no trace of his survival. His last 
days are still a mistry. 
PERIOD OF REST AND REWARDS 
The hectic movements of about two and half years was 
now over. Raj^ a Jai Singh had served the cause of Aurangzeb 
at every point of time with full loyalty and dedication and 
26. He was imprlsioncd in the fort of Sallmgarh, where 
he died after some time. 
Kazim, II, pp. 600-602; Aqil, p. 140; Saqi, p.33; 
Bemier, pp. 92-93; Manucci, I, pp. 358-60. 
27. HOA, I & II, pp. 351-69. 
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proved to be t h e r i g h t hand of Aorangzeb. Now i t was the t ime 
f o r him to r e c e i v e honours and rewards . The fo l lowing f i v e 
y e a r s from S e p t . 1659 proved to be t h e p e r i o d of r e s t and 
rewards fo r J a i S ingh. He had a l r e a d y ascended t h e h i g h e s t 
rank of Mughal man sab and t h e r e was no room f o r f u r t h e r p r o -
motion in mansab except t o r e c e i v e robes and rewards on d i f f -
e r e n t a u s p i c i o u s occas ions and ce remonies . Thus dur ing t h i s 
28 p e r i o d he was given ass ignments of about two c r o r e dams , 
cash rewards of about 3 and h a l f l akhs rupees and a l a r g e 
29 
number of o c c a s i o n a l rewards* 
28 . Kazlm, I I , p . 618; M.U. I I p . 575. 
29 . Kazim, I , p p . 446, 479; I I , pp . 627-629, 741, 757, 760, 761, 
816 ,840 ,848 ,855 ,865 ,866 ,869 ,879 ; S a q i , p . 28 . 
CHAPTER - I I I 
MIRZA RAJA 
JAI SINGH AGAINST SHIVAJI 
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BAC3C GROUND 
P o l i t i c a l re la t ion of the two d i s t i n c t par t s of Indian 
sub-continent i . e . Northern India and Southern Peninsula* rou-
ghly demarcated by the range of Vindheyas, throughout the med-
i e v a l tiroes have been based on the p r i n c i p l e of "offence and 
defence". The strong ru lers of north from t h e time iiranemorial 
t r i e d t o e s t a b l i s h t h e i r sway over Peninsular India . However, 
the s t a t e s of South India* though subdued for some time, t r i e d 
time and again t o get r id of the supermacy and suzereignty of 
the Northern r u l e r s . The h i l l y regions of south India covered 
by th ick f o r e s t and surrounded by r i v e r s , have proved to be 
the grave-yard of many high reputes emd big names. 
Mughal ru lers from Akbar to Shahjahan t o o , t r i e d to 
subdue the southern s t a t e s and e s t a b l i s h t h e i r suzer iegnty , 
but desp i t e t h e i r vast resources and a l l t ime strong forces 
they f a i l e d t o bring the region under t h e i r permanent contro l . 
I t was the per iod during which the reputed general Malik 
Amber introduced a new element in south Indian p o l i t y which 
l a t e r on demanded due recogn i t ion . This new element which 
highly a f f ec t ed the p o l i t y of south India was the Marathas. 
By the c l o s e of Shahjahan*s reign Marathas had emerged as a 
formidable m i l i t a r y as w e l l as p o l i t i c a l force who demwded 
due recognit ion and s t a t u s . But ne i ther the o l d Deccani 
s t a t e s nor the Mughals were prepared t o accept t h i s r e a l i t y . 
This l e d to a complex p o l i t i c a l re la t ion among the three 
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powers (Mughals. Deccani S ta te s and Marathas) based on l o v e -
hate r e l a t i o n . 
During the time when Aurangzeb was busy in preparation 
for the invas ion of Bijapur, Sh ivaj i who had annexed several 
Bijapuri f o r t s , o f fered him t o Join the imperial forces in 
order to c r e a t e a sa f e ty s h i e l d under which he could conso-
l i d a t e h is newly conquered t e r r i t o r i e s , a i t the vague pro-
mises made by the Prince could not s a t i s f y S h i v a j i . So, when 
the war between Mughals and Bijapur broke out , Adil Shah 
I n s t i g a t e d Sh iva j i t o invade Mughal t e r r i t o r i e s . In t h i s 
e f f e c t Shivaj i attacked Ahmadnagar and Junnar at a time 
when Awrangzeb was busy in t h e s i e g e operation of Bidar f o r t . 
However Auramgzeb very soon checked the Maratha's movemant. 
In Sept . 1657, Aurangzeb got alarming news from the Imperial 
court regarding Shahjahan's death and he, consequent ly , 
arranged h a s t i l y peace with Adil Shah and moved towards Agra. 
After conclusion of t h i s t r e a t y Sh ivaj i found i t u s e l e s s t o 
continue war s i n g l e handedly against mighty Mughals. Thus he 
s tar ted correspondence with Mughal o f f i c e r s and the Pr inces , 
and sent h i s envoy to s e A pardon and prepare grcuod for 
submission, which was rep l ied in c o n c i l i a t r y terms. But due 
to h i s preoccupation Aurangzeb l e f t Deccan without making 
s a t i s f a c t o r y arrangement for Shivaj i in Feb. 1658. 
1. Sarkar, Jadunath (History of Auranqg^b) Vol ,IV, pp.32-33> 
House of S^^ivjii^ pp. 120-24, l e t t e r s of Aurangzeb to his 
o f f i c e r s and"Shivaji during 1656-58, a scer ta in t h e vague 
response of Aurangzeb to S h i v a j i ; 
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In July, 1659, after grand coronation, Aurangzeb 
replaced Prince Muazzam by Saishta Khan as Viceroy. Since 
Aurangzeb could not punish Shivaji for his misact of 1657 
when the l a t t e r alongwith Bijapur fought against Mughal 
and therefore Shivaji*s suppression, now was entrusted to 
Saishta Khan but at the same time doors for diplonatic nego-
t ia t ion were kept open. Amir-ul-Umara Saishta Khan opened 
operations against Shivaji in 1660. In that operation part i -
cularly, he fortunately got the support of Bijapuris. He 
captured several strongholds of Shivaji including Chakan and 
Poona within a year. During the following two years Mughals 
kept the northern portion of Shivaj is dominion under the ir 
possession. After th i s operation Saishta Khan returned to 
Poona in early 1661. Shivaji in the following two years 
remained busy in making preparations to recover his l o s t 
strongholds from the Imper ia l i s t s . Saishta Khan who had re-
treated to Poona for rest af ter Chakan*8 occupation was 
2. In a l e t t e r t o Shivaji written on 14th July 1659, Auran-
gzeb wrote* "Remain f i m in your loy l ty and service to 
my throne which w i l l be the means of rea l i s ing your hopes,— 
^^ ^' Act according to his (Saishta Khan) orders and 
never''3evlate front his in s t ruc t ions . Exert yourself that 
the things you have promised may be carried out in the 
best manner and your prayers may be granted.* H0S,p«124» 
4C 
res t 
•ncanping In the f o r t of Poona. But hls /waa abruptly d i s t u r -
bed during the month o f R«naaan In 1663. S h l v a j l made a severe 
n i g h t attacdc on t h e f o r t and devas ta ted the Mughal army pre -
sent t h e r e . S a i s h t a Khan l o s t one o f h i s f i n g e r s and h i s 
son .^ When t h e news of t h i s d e s a s t e r reached t o Aurangseb, 
he replaced S a i s h t a Khan by Pr ince Muazzafn who took t h e charge 
of Decctfi in e a r l y 1664. In t h e meanwhile S h i v a j i made another 
audic ious attempt and sacked Surat and c o l l e c t e d about three 
crore of rupees b e s i d e s a bountyful amount of prec ious roatels« 
p e a r l s and diamonds. The new v i c e r o y . Pr ince Muazzam and h i s 
noted general Jaswant Singh f a i l e d in making any advance aga-
i n s t Sh iva j i d e s p i t e v a s t e resources and great army a t t h e i r 
d i sposa l* 
JAI SINGH'S APPOINTMENT IN DECCAWt 
The n i g h t attack at Poona fort* the l o o t of &ir8t«one 
of the commercial nurve c e n t r e s o f t h e Bnpire and plunder 
of Ahmadnagar brought the p r e s t i g e of the Mughal Anpire at 
s take and o f f e r e d a great c h a l l e n g e t o t h e p r e s t i g i o u s 
author i ty of the finparor. In addi t ion t o t h e s e , the repeated 
complaints a g a i n s t i n e f f i c i e n c y o f Mughal o f f i c e r s from Daccan 
made Aurangzeb to think s e r i o u s l y over the aggravated s i t u a -
t i o n of Deccan due to S h i v a j i * s s u r p r i s i n g a c t i v i t i e s . Shiva-
j i , then a t the Mughal court , was cons idered merely a Zamin-
dar. So, by t r a d i t i o n the Bnparor could not go in i>ersan t o 
3 . Nagar, pp. 9 5 - 9 6 . 
4 . I b i d , p . 96 . 
5. Saqi , p . 4 8 ; HO A, IV, pp . 4 3 - 5 9 , 
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c o n t e s t a g a i n s t S h i v a j l , a Zamlndar* H«nce t h e r e arose need o f 
such a general who had a b r i l l i a n t and w e l l exprienced m i l i -
tary as w e l l as d ip lomat ic c a r e e r at h i s c r e d i t . Obviously* 
Mlrza Raja J a l Singh, the man of words and arms was the b e s t 
cho ice t o t a c k l e "the ra te of mountain" t a c t f u l l y . Thus, 
conse<3uently Mlrza Raja was g iven t h e v l c e r o y l t y of Deccan 
and was asked to l eave for Deccan (julckly. He c o l l e c t e d h i s 
men and high m i l i t a r y persona l s Inc luding D l l e r Khan, Daud 
Khan, Ram Singh S l s o d l a , Ihtlsham Khan, Sujan Singh Bundela, 
Puranmal, Barqandaz Khan and s e v e r a l o t h e r s . Wazlr Khan, the 
Subedar of Khandes was t r a n s f e r e d t o Burhanpur, Daud Khan was 
g iven the Subedarl of Khandesh and they were asked to l eave 
the charges of t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e assignment in t h e hands of t h e i r 
Waibs and fo l low Mlrza Raja in the campaign t o be undertaken 
6 by t h e l a t t e r . 
After making necessary arrangements and c o l l e c t i n g h i s 
men, Mlrza Raja hastened wi th continuous march and arrived at 
Aurangabad t o meet the Pr ince and r e l i e v e hin from V l c e r o y l t y . 
He s tayed there for few days for making a s s e n t i a l arrangements 
and then rushed towards Poona where he arr ived on the 3rd 
March 1665, and took charge from Jaswant Singh, who immedia-
t e l y , afterwards l e f t for t h e court according t o Imperial 
command. 
6. Kazim, Vol .11 pp .867-68 , Dilkusha (Tr ) p . 4 1 . 
Saqi, p p . 4 8 - 4 9 . Sadiq, I I , p . 390;Mannuci,.II, pp. 111-116. 
7. Kazim; I I , pp. 887-88 . 
JAI SINGH'S STRATEGY FOR CAMPAIGM i 
The task of subduing S h l v a j l and the s t a t e of Bljapur 
was the most cha l l eng ing one In t h e whole m i l i t a r y career of 
Mirza Raja J a i S ingh. So, from h i s very a r r i v a l in the Deccan 
at Aurangabad he s t a r t e d framing h i s s t r a t e g y coolheadedly 
keeping in mind the arduous geographical c o n d i t i o n of the 
region in which Mughal army would not be so e f f e c t i v e as in 
the p l a i n s of north India* S ince he was t o t a c k l e the two 
enemies i . e . S h i v a j i and Bijapur s imultaneously* Mirza Raja« 
therefore planned h i s s t r a t e g y in such a manner t h a t he %rould 
k i l l two b i rds wi th one s t o n e . 
F i r s t of a l l^he t r i e d s u c c e s s f u l l y to combine a l l po» 
s s i b l e forces a g a i n s t Sh iva j i in order t o compell him to 
surrender before Imperial f o r c e s . In t h i s e f f e c t , Ja i Singh, 
j u s t a f t e r h i s a r r i v a l at Aurangabad, s e n t e m i s s a r i e s to 
various l o c a l c h i e f s and proposed co-operat ion w i t h t h e Im-
p e r i a l i s t s a g a i n s t S h i v a j i , f a i l i n g wi th , he warned that they 
would have t o f e e l the pressure of Mughal arms. Every one who 
had a grudge aga ins t Sh iva j i was be ing approached by the Mughal 
general* fiaji Rao Chandra and h i s brothers from whom Shivaj i 
had wrested J a v l i y i e l d e d t o t h e c a l l of t h e Raja.y They were 
e n l i s t e d a iongwith many o ther a d v e r s a r i e s of S h i v a j i in the 
8 Mughal army. Mannuci, the Chief o f J a i S ingh ' s European 
8 . HOA* IV, p . 62 . 
a r t l l l a r y was sent t o the Chiefs of Rwnnagar, Penth^rr! Kol l 
coiintry (Chiutla) . These were the t e r r i t o r i e s through which 
9 Shiva had conducted surat opera t ions in 1664, Al l t h e s e 
c h i e f s accepted t o co~operate wi th the I m p e r i a l i s t s . 
/Secondly Mirza Raja, keeping in mind the most hazar-
dous and confus ing mountainious roads« decided t o cut the 
supply l i n e to the f o r t s o f S h i v a j i by s t a t i o n i n g h i s troops 
a t main t r a n s i t p o i n t s and in order to keep sharp eyes on 
the movement o f the enemy* he e s t a b l i s h e d out p o s t s (Thanas) 
at severa l important p o i n t s . He« for example s e n t Quttuddin 
Khan, at the head of 7000 tropps towards Junair and ordered 
him to e s t a b l i s h Thanas i n f o m t o f the f o r t s of Lohgarh and 
Nardai)c. Ihtishani Khan was l e f t at Poonay as t h e a s s i s t a n t 
to Ja i Singh alongwith Randola Khan, Bairaradeo S i s o d i a , 
Zahid Khan, J a n i s a r Khan and Khwaja Abul Mxikarim at the head 
of 4000 Suwar. When Mirza Raja moved from Poona to Saswad, 
a p lace between Poona and Purandhar and arr ived at the foot 
of the h i l l from where two roads emanated towards Mughal 
empire,{he p o s t e d Hanumant Rao at the head o f 300 Suwar and 
300 foot musketeers in order t o check roads and prevent the 
enemy from going out of t h e hi 115;. Daud Khan was posted at 
the pass o f the h i l l of Katal wi th h i s troops to guard the 
advance army go ing towards Saswad. 
^Thirdly, Mirza Raja, who had a long exper ience in 
warfare and diplomacy, from h i s very movement a g a i n s t Sh ivaj i 
9 , Manucci, I I , pp. 122-23. 
10. Kazim, I I , p . 888, 
44 
and Adll Shah decided to win over the o f f i c i a l s of Deccaii 
s t a t e s . Several high o f f i c e r s of Adil Shah who became d i s -
gusted for want of proper treatment by t h e i r ruler , met the 
Raja s e c r e t l y . / They were given l e t t e r s of assurances (Qaul-
nama)» Most important among them was Mulla Ahmad* who l a t e r 
on died on the way to royal presence , at Ahmadnagar, His 
brother Mulla Yahya and a number of r e l a t i v e s were given 
exa l ted Jobs. Mulla Yahya was given the t i t l e of Yahya Khan. 
Besides them Abul Mohammad (Bahlol Khan), Shaikh Ali and 
others with t h e i r re ta iners came and joined the Imperial 
camp and got respectable mgnsabg. Again when the Raja opened 
Puradhar s e l g e operation severa l generals and troops of 
Shivaj i deserted the l a t t e r and jo ined Imperial forces . They 
were given proper mansabs and s t lpened much above the promi-
sed ra te . About 500 infantry jo ined the Imperial s ide frcm 
J a v l i . Ja i Singh in h i s despatch dated t o the Emperor 
confirroed as how his winning over t a c t i c s proved e f f e c t i v e 
and i t weakened the m i l i t a r y power of both Shivaj i and 
Adil Shah.^^ 
V Above a l l Mirza Raja concentrated a l l authority of 
administration in his own hands as an indespens ib le condit ion 
11. Bhimsen ( T r . ) , 41 -42 . Bahlol Khan was given the rank of 
5000 and t h e U t l e of Ik hi as Khan, Shaikh Ali was given 
the rank o f 1500, 
12. Ml 1 i t a r y _ ^ s p a t c h e s (H. A.) , p . 60 
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of succ«8s In war. At f i r s t the Bnparor had given him only 
the command of f i e l d operat ions while a l l acknlnlstrative 
authority was l e f t in the hands of the v iceroy at Auranga> 
bad. But Mlrza Raja r i g h t l y argued and I n s i s t e d that in 
such major m i l i t a r y operation there should be only one head 
and that *man on the spot" should be given f u l l authori ty 
to f a c i l i t a t e the quick moves and counter moves. The Zknparor« 
who himself was an exprienced general and very well knew the 
b a t t l e f i e l d operation problems* y ie lded to the argument and 
envested the Raja with absolute c i v i l as w e l l as mi l i t ary 
authority a l i k e . Commanders of Ahmadnagar and Par'^nda were 
a l so placed under his supreme command. 
13. HOA, IV, p . 63 . 
OPERATION STARTS AGAINST SHIVAJI ^ *-
Gtoing southwards from Junnar«a p l a c e about 55 m i l e s 
wttst of Ahmadnagar one comes a c c r o s s t h e v a l l e y o f I n d e r -
y a n l , o v e r l o o k e d by t h e h i l l f o r t s of Lohgarh and Tlkona 
i n the w e s t tfid Chakan in t h e c e n t r e . Next comes the v e l l e y 
o f Bhlma i n which Poona i s s i t u a t e d . Further s o u t h , a c r o s s 
a long range l i e s t h e v a l l e y of t h e s l e n d e r brook Karha 
(Kora) w i t h t h e c i t i e s of Saswad (Sasaur, a c c o r d i n g t o Kazim) 
and Supa i n t h e p l a i n s , and t h e f o r t s o f S inghgarh on t h e 
wes tern h i l l s and Purandhar on i t s southern rocky b a r r i e r . 
Beyond t h e s e h i l l s l i e s t h e v a l l e y of t h e N ira w i t h t h e 
town of Sh irwal on i t s bank and the f o r t of Rajgarh and 
Toma i n t h e w e s t and Rohlra i n t h e s o u t h - w e s t . Poona i s 
a lmost a t t h e same d i s t a n c e from Lohgarh i n t h e n o r t h - w e s t 
and S inghgarh i n t h e s o u t h . Thus we f i n d t h a t Saswad i s 
admirably s i t u a t e d a t such a d i s t a n c e from Purandhar i n 
t h « s o u t h , Rajgarh in the s o u t h - w e s t , S inghgarh i n t h e 
w e s t and Poona i n the n o r t h - w e s t , w h i l e t h e wide p l a i n s 
e a s t o f i t was t o enab le t h e Imper ia l c a v a l r y t o make an 
e a s y and s w i f t dash i n t o t h e t e r r i t o r y o f B i j a p u r , 
A r r i v i n g a t Poona on t h e 3rd, March 1665, Mirza 
Raja s p e n t few days in making n e c e s s a r y arrangement for 
s e t t l i n g t h e country and e s t a b l i s h i n g out p o s t s (Thanas) 
a t the key t r a n s i t p o i n t s wh ich he regarded as "the f i r s t 
of t h e p i l l a r s " suppor t ing t h e work in t h i s e x p e d i t i o n , 
14 . JJCA* IV, p p . 6 3 - 6 4 . 
1 5 . I b i d 
16 . Kazlm, I I , p . 8 8 8 . 
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Mirza Raja by a true general's eyes reviewed the whole s i tua-
tion before taking up his pos i t ion at a place from where he 
could eas i ly d irect the operation against Shivaji and keep 
an eye on Bijapuris. Certainly, he very wisely decided to 
take posi t ion at Saswad. c lose to the fort of Rudramal euid 
Purandhar from where he could eas i l y attain the twins goal* 
Deciding to take his posit ion at Saswad he inarched out from 
Poona th March. When arrived at 6 distance of one day march 
to Saswad he sent Diler Khan# the van of the Inperial army to 
cross the arduous h i l l s of Katal and wait there for the Raja's 
arrival . Next day the Raja se t out for Saswad and crossed the 
h i l l s* leaving Daud Khan below the pass to look after the safe 
trans i t of the army. When Jai Singh arrived near Saswad where 
Diler Khan had been waiting, he ordered the l a t t e r to s e l e c t 
a proper place for encanptnent. In search of a "proper place* 
the Khan came c lose to the fort of Purandhar. A big force of 
enemy who had gathered in the waist (Karoargah) of the h i l l , 
at once attacked the Imperial army. Though the Imperial ists 
were not prepared for t h i s sudden attack they» however succ-
es s fu l ly managed to repulse the attacky pushed the enemy 
c loser to Purandhar fort and raised entrenchmenta beyond the 
17 target of Maratha musketeers near Purandhar f o r t . 
Hearing the news of skirimishes and success of Impe-
r i a l i s t s * Mirza Raja immediately sent his son Kirat Singh 
17. Ibid. p . 889. 
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accompanied by Raja Ral Singh, Qubad Khan* Mltrasen, Indra-
roan Bundela, Badal Bakhtiyar and o thers a t the head of 3000 
^ w a r t o r e i n f o r c e D l l er Khan. In the meanwhile he a l s o 
sent order t o Daud Khan who was pos ted a t t h e pass of the 
h i l l s of Kata l , t o rush to the Raja and enable hlin to go for 
the help of D i l e r Khan* But# before t h i s order could reach 
t o Daud Khan he had already rushed t o Join D i l e r Khan Jus t 
a f t e r g e t t i n g the e x c i t i n g news of t h e s u c c e s s of Isiperia-
l i s t s . S ince almost a l l important o f f i c e r s had already been 
s e n t to r e i n f o r c e D i l e r Khan« the Raja* was forced t o ronain 
18 In the camp. I t was only the nex t day t h a t J a i Singh could 
p i t c h h i s camp a t a p l a c e between Saswad and Purandhar. After 
t h a t he, very minute ly reviewed the whole s i t u a t i o n and s t a r -
ted the campaign. 
OCCUPATION OF RUDRAMAL t 
At a d i s t a n c e of s i x miles from Saswad s tands the 
l o f t y stupenduous mountain over which the f o r t s of Rudramal 
and Purandhar are s i t u a t e d , Rudramal i s an independent and 
s trong enc losure whi le Purandhar f o r t i s c o n s i s t e d of an 
upper f o r t and a lower f o r t c a l l e d Machi, 300 f e e t s below 
of former. Rudramal i s a l e d g e running round the wa i s t o f 
t h e h i l l . On the north s i d e of t h e ledge widens c u t in 
broad t e r r a c e c o n t a i n i n g barracks and o f f i c e s o f t h e g a r r i s o n . 
18. Kazim, I I , p . 890 
On the e a s t a t a b l e land* crowned with the f o r t of Rudranal 
connect both the f o r t s . The f o r t of Rudranal conraands t h e 
Machi o r lower f o r t on I t s northern face« where the g a r r l -
19 son has to l i v e * 
Mlrza Raja J a i Singh decided f i r s t t o caputre the 
f o r t of Rudramal as i t was the lowest one and was wel l 
garr i soned . When the Imperial f o r c e s gathered near Rudra-
mal he reviewed the s i t u a t i o n and p laced h i s connanders in 
the fo l lowing manners 
D i l e r Khan with h i s nephews Ghairat Khan and Muz«ff«r 
Khan at the head of Afghan troops« accompanied by Udaibhan 
and Haribhan Ohaur taken p o s i t i o n between the f o r t s o f ftid-
ramal and Purandhar. At i sh Khan, t h e Chief o f t h e a r t i l l a r y 
(Mlr-i»Atish) and h i s par ty wi th a r t i l l a r y p i e c e s were pla« 
ced in front of D i l e r Khan. Kirat Singh a t t h e head o f 3000 
took 
t r o o p s / p o s i t i o n at the front g a t e of Purandhar. On h i s r ight 
were the re t inue of Raja Narsingh Gaur, Karan Rathor, Jagat 
Singh Narwar, Syed Zainul Abdin, Husain Daud Zai and o t h e r s . 
Saleh Tazkan, Sher Singh Rathor and o thers were posted at the 
rear gate ( K h i r k i ) . Rasul Beg Rozbhani %#ith h i s troops took 
p o s i t i o n at the r i g h t of Daud Khan. ChitrabhoJ Chauhan wi th 
•ome of D i l e r Khan's men i n f r o n t of Rudramal, w h i l e Mitrasen« 
20 Indraman Bundela and o thers were p laced a t t h e rear . 
19. HOA, IV, pp. 66-67 . 
20, Kazim, I I , p p . 8 9 0 - 9 1 , 
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Th« Raja thus l ike an exprlenced general In the very 
f i r s t move o£ operation sealed the transi t po ints ,cut the 
supply l i n e s and besieged the fort In such a way that there 
was l e f t no way out for the Marathas but to accept a wise 
surrender or suffer In s tarvat ion. After completing prepa-
ration and reviewing the whole process of s i ege the Raja got 
s a t i s f i e d . Thereafter Jal Singh removed his camp to the foot 
of the h i l l s in order to be c l o s e r to the spot . He v i s i t e d 
the trenches and other preparations dai ly and encouraged his 
men afid assured them of v ic tory . In the f i r s t spe l l he d irec-
ted his a l l e f for t s to raise the big guns at the optimum 
hlght in order to make an e f f e c t i v e attadc on the for t s . With-
in a week his men succeeded in rais ing three big guns at the 
top of wooden towers from where the upper storey of the feurt 
21 could eas i ly be aimed at . 
The Imperial ists continued the ir f iery attadcs which 
compelled the Inmates of the fort to think for the ir securi ty . 
However they res i s ted the Imperial is ts with great courage 
and patience. When one bastion (Burj) of the fort was s tor -
med and razed to ground the Imperial i s ts very enthuslast la-
l l y Increased the ir wave of attacks amd d&Dolished the second 
bastion by heavy bombardment. The ejqperts in the art of digg-
ing holes underneath were a lso deputed slmulteneously to 
make way for enterence into the f o r t . The demolition of the 
21. Kazim, I I , p .892. 
51 
towers harrasaed t h e Marathas and they took s h e l t e r behind an 
enc losure l e a v i n g behind seven persons k i l l e d and four I n j u -
red. J a l Singh, a f t e r g e t t i n g t h e s e netis r e in forced D l l e r 
22 Khan from h i s own Rajpoot troops* (The Z n p e r l a l l s t s kept 
t h e i r a t tacks cont inue and hardpressed the enemy. When they 
saw t h e i r precar ious c o n d i t i o n being aggravated by t h e p a s s -
age of time« the Marathas sent t h e i r agents to J a l Singh with 
the proposal of sxibmission and begging pardon,) The Raja, in 
order t o tempt them, very g r a c i o u s l y al lowed them to vacate 
the f o r t and go to t h e i r homes s a f e l y , l^ e^ Important l eaders 
of the Marathas were g iven robes and cash rewards by the Raja 
and D l l e r Khan, in order t o win them over to Mughal s i d e . The 
Marathas vacated the foot l e a v i n g behind arms, amimtnitlon, 
animals and o ther p r o v i s i o n s . Thus the I m p e r i a l i s t s occupied 
the for t of Rudramal, "the key to the f o r t o f Purandhar* at 
23 the cos t of the l i v e s of 80 men and I n j u r i e s to 100. 
J u s t a f t e r the occupation o f Rudramal J a l Singh depu-
ted Daud Khan, Ral Singh, Sharza Khan, Amar Singh Chandrawat, 
Mohd. Saleh Tazkan, Achal Singh and some of h i s own f a v o u r l t s 
to organise ra ids in S h i v a j i ' s country, p a r t i c u l a r l y around 
the f o r t s . He a l s o sent orders t o Qutbuddln Khan and Lodhl 
Khan, who were e a r l i e r pos ted at Junnar and Tllkokan respec-
t i v e l y , to t r y t h e i r b e s t t o d e v a s t a t e the country of S h l v a j i . 
22. I b i d . 
23. Kazim, I I , p . 893 . 
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Sine* the population of the area waa suspected as supporters 
of Shlvajl , Raja Jal Singh, therefore ordered not to spare 
the local people, so that Shlvajl might not get the ir help 
24 again. Certainly i t was the c lear pol icy of Jai Singh to 
impress upon the enemy that the Imperial amy was so vast 
that he can spare large troops for surprising raids despite 
the continuation of s iege operations. 
A secret reason for sending some o f f i c er s away 
from the main spot of operation w«s the ir l in iency and 
i r r e s p o n s i b i l i t y which might have proved worse than u s e l e s s . 
Daud Khan CXiraishi was posted to watch the postern gate 
(KhirkDof the fort but l a t e r i t became known that a party 
of Marathas had entered the fort by that way without being 
challenged. So Jai Singh transferred him and posted P«rdal 
Khan and Subhkaran. But the matter could not improve. That 
i s why he removed the mischief makers from the camp and sent 
them as independent f lying columns to invade the Maratha 
dominion. 
24. Daud Khan, Rai Singh e t c . raided the area of Rohira 
and the v i c i n i t y of the h i l l fort of Rajgarh. Qutbu-
ddin Khan raided the l o c a l i t y of Purad Khora, Tami 
Khora in the v i c i n i t y of Kanwarl fort . Later they 
raided the area around the fort of Lohgarh, and after 
these raids stayed near Poona according Jai Singh's 
command. (Kazim, I I , pp. 895-97)• 
25. HDA, IV, p . 70 . 
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MARATHA RSSISTANOt I 
The Zmperlallstfl captured the f o r t o f Rudramal w i t h -
out much d i f f i c u l t y , but the eneny was y e t t o be rendered 
i n e f f e c t i v e . At the time when J a i Singh was busy in pos i* 
t i o n i n g h i s f o r c e s f o r t h e s e i g e of Rudrsmal in e a r l y days 
of ^ r i l , Ne ta j i* S h i v a j i * s r e l a t i v e and c a v a l r y c h i e f made 
a dash on Parenda. But J a i Singh rose to the occas ion and 
detached Syed Munatnirar Khan Barha accompanied by Sharzah 
Khan, Hasan Khan, Jauhar Khan and Jagat Sing e t c , in pur-
26 
s u i t from the out p o s t of Supa. vrhen the Marathas beared 
about t h e i r p u r s u i t they d i s p e r s e d without o f f e r i n g a f i g h t . 
The commanders who were spared as Independent f l y i n g colxunns 
to raid and d e v a s t a t e the Maratha country, t o o , had t o face 
s t i f f r e s i s t a n c e at s evera l p l a c e s , however they succeeded 
due t o t i m e l y re inforcement . Marathas made s e v e r a l n i g h t 
a t tacks on Imperial camp and entrenchement during the s i e g e 
27 
of Rudramal and h e a v i l y damaged the Mughal preparat ion . 
So, d e s p i t e t h e i r de fea t the Marathas o f f e r e d formidable 
26. Kasim, ZI p . 891 , 
27. At one dark n i g h t the Marathas made a n ight attack on 
Kirat S i n g h ' s entrenchement b\it were f a i l e d . They made 
second at tack a f t e r some t ime on the entrenchement of 
Rasul Beg Razbhani and k i l l e d s e v e r a l men and s e t the 
t e n t on f i r e . 
lKazim,II , p . 894 . ) 
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resistanc* and damages to Imperia l i s t s as Jai Singh admits* 
"Some time we fa i l ed to prevent the enemy from accomplishing 
the i r h o s t i l e designs." Khafi Khan i s more e^qpliciti the 
surprizes of the wiemy, the ir gal lant success* attacks on 
daxic nights* blocking of roads and d i f f i c u l t and burbing of 
Jungles made i t very hard for the Imperial ists to move about. 
28 
The Mughal l o s t many men and b e a s t s . " 
PURAMDHAR STORMED t 
After the occupation of Rudranal the l a p e r l a l i s t s 
advanced upto the foot of white tower of Purandhar fort . 
Jai Singh deputed the ejqperts t o raise high bat ter ies of 
of wood in order to mount musketeer?;and a r t i l l e r y pieces 
over them* so that the towers of the fort could e a s i l y be 
stormed. They started attacks but the garrison of the fort 
paid in the same coin and stopped the ir advance towards f o r t . 
However* the Rohilla so ld iers of Di ler Khan managed to storm 
the white tower (Burj-'i-safaid) . In the beginning the Mara-
thas checked the Imperial ists moves* nevertheless they fa i l ed 
to prevent them from climbing up the fort wall by ladders. 
But they had to pay for t h i s success the l i f e of Bhupat 
Bundela* a commander of 500 rank and many other so ld i er s . On 
the other hand Balkrishna Shekhawat* who* with some Afghan 
soldiers of U l e r Khan s t i l l held the f ield* was provided 
reinforcement by Achal Singh and Kirat Singh. After an 
28. HO A* IV* pp. 71-72. 
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a b s ^ n a t e s t r u g g l e a t c l o s e quarters* the Merathas l o s t 
heav i ly and r e t r e a t e d behind the black tower (Bur_^»l»Siyah) 
and began t o g a l l the I m p e r i a l i s t s by d i scharg ing bombs* 
bags of gunpowder* rockets and s tones* Finding further adva-
nce i n p o s s i b l e * a f t e r capturing three bast ions* Ja i Singh 
ordered h i s nen t o stop t h e i r a t tacks and b i g trenches e x a c t -
29 l y at the p l a c e where they had reached. 
Next day t h e I m p e r i a l i s t s succeeded in mounting anal l 
p i e c e s of cannoas over the wooden towers r a i s e d f o r the pur-
p o s e . Heavy f i r i n g frxxn t h e s e cannons f r u s t r a t e d t h e Merathas 
and consequent ly they vacated t h e black tower and took refuge 
behind the ad jo in ing wal l of t h e tower. Upto t h i s t ime the 
I m p e r i a l i s t s had captured f i v e towers o f t h e f o r t . 
The occupat ion of Purandhar was* now* J u s t a matter 
of t ime . Marathas too* r e a l i s e d t h e s i t u a t i o n and began t o 
think in terms of t h e i r s e c u r i t y . On one hand t h e spreading 
columns o f I m p e r i a l i s t s were ravaging the Maratha coxintry 
and on the o t h e r D i l e r Khan and Kirat Singh were p r e s s i n g 
hard the r e s i d e n t s in and around the f o r t . Though Murari 
Baji Prabhu* a g a l l e n t commander of Marathas made a b id t o 
push the I m p e r i a l i s t s back* but in a s k i r i m i s h %fith D i l e r 
Khan* he f e l l prey t o the arrow of the Khan. The continuous 
29. Kazim* I I , pp . 6 9 8 - 9 9 . 
30. Ib id , pp. 898-900 . 
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Th« continuous f i g h t for two montha and the lack o f food 
p z o v l s i o n s r«ducad s t rength o f Marathas In number as w e l l 
as In arms and now the f a l l o f f i v e b a s t i o n s of t h e lower 
f o r t made t h e h i t h e r t o s tronghold an e a s i l y vulnerable t o 
the I m p e r i a l i s t s . In t h i s precar ious s i tuat ion'^ShivaJi 
e a r l i e r thought i t f u t i l e t o prolong the r e s i s t a n c e . But 
subsequently changed h i s mind apprehending d i s g r a c e which 
the I m p e r i a l i s t s could cause t o the f a m i l i e s he ld kept ive 
wi th in the b e s i e g e d f o r t . He now decided t o open peace and 
sent h i s Brahnan agents to secure an assurance from J a i 
Singh confirmed with the solemn oaths t h a t he would be 
allowed t o v i s i t the Raja and return home in s a f e t y . 
PEACE TREATY t 
Regular a s s a u l t by the I m p e r i a l i s t s backed by great 
re source fu lnes s and vas t a m y made Sh iva j i t o accept e i t h e r 
of the a l t e r n a t i v e s * mentioned by Mirza Raja J a i Singh in an 
e a r l i e r l e t t e r t o the Emperor. Ja i Singh communicated t o 
the Imperial headquarters t h a t , e i t h e r *he would submit t o 
h i s proposal and beg h i s l i f e and property to be spared. I f 
t h i s overture were accepted, nothing could be b e t t e r , or , he 
would adopt the second a l t e r n a t i v e , r e s t o r e a par t of Bijapuri 
Talkonkan to the Sultan of Bijapur, Join t h e l a t t e r and oppose 
31 the Mughals.* But f o r t u n a t e l y enough the Maratha l eader 
31 , Mi l . Pes , pp. 50-51 
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y i e l d e d t o t h e f i r s t a l t e r n a t i v e due to obviou* reasons and 
and decided to come t o v i s i t J a i Singh and d i s c u s s new t e r n s 
for peace . A peace t r e a t y , at t h i s juncture would equa l ly be 
f r u i t f u l to Mughals in order to save t h e i r resources and t o 
take Sh iva j i i n t o conf idence meaning there by winning over 
an a l l y aga ins t Bijapur. 
J a i Singh s e n t back Pandit Brahsian* the Maratha agent 
with a p o s i t i v e response . The 11th of June was f i x e d f o r 
i n t e r v i e w . In t h e morning of the s a i d date* when J a i Singh 
had been hdding court in h i s camp a t the foo t of Purandhar, 
S h i v a j i arr ived in a Palki a longwith s i x of h i s c o n s e l l o r s . 
The Raja s e n t h i s f a v o u r i t e Munshi Udairaj and Ugrasen 
Kachhwaha t o welcome Sh iva j i in advance and brought him t o 
h i s cour t . When S h i v a j i came at the door o f Ja i S ingh ' s t e n t 
the l a t t e r advanced and embraced him and l e t him sea ted 
32 by h i s s ide* 
Since J a i Singh was not sure o f the mood and i n t e n -
t i o n o f S h i v a j i regarding t h e acceptwice of t h e terms to be 
d i c t a t e d by the former. So in order t o fur ther demoralize 
the Marathas Raja J a i Singh had sent message t o D i l e r Khan 
and Kirat Singh in the prev ious n ight t o make a severe 
a s sau l t on the f o r t a t the time when Sh iva j i would arr ive 
in the camp o f t h e Raja. 
32. Kazim, IZ* p . 9 0 0 ; Mil. Pes ; p . 5 2 . 
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According t o t h i s arrangement whan S h i v a j l entered 
the t en t of J a i Singh, s i g n a l was given t o Diletr Khan t o 
make a s s a u l t . The Khan and K i r a t Singh nade a severe attack 
wi th a l l t h e i r force and captured the remaining part o f 
Khad Kalan ( lower f o r t ) . The f i r e of b a t t l e could e a s i l y be 
seen from t h e t e n t of Ja i S ingh. S h i v a j i . s e e i n g t h i s s i t u a -
t i o n o f f e r e d to surrender t h e f o r t to the Mughals in order 
t o save h i s men and honour. I t w«a c e r t a i n l y a wise move 
of Raja Ja i Singh t o inpress upon the Maratha l eader that 
even a f t e r t h e exer t ion of two months cont inuous f i g h t the 
Mughal force was as e n e r g e t i c and f re sh t o capture the f o r t 
within no t ime by the use o f t h e i r mighty arms. At the request 
of Sh ivaj i t h e Raja sent Ghazi Beg w i t h a servant o f Sh iva j i 
t o D i l e r Khan with the order to s top the a t t a c k , take p o s s e -
34 
s s i o n of the f o r t and l e t o f f the inmates of the f o r t , 
Ja i Singh lodged S h i v a j i in h i s Diwan-Khana. The two 
s i d e d i s c u s s e d the terms o f peace t r e a t y upto midnight . In 
the b i g i n n i n g , as J a i Singh knew h i s super ior p o s i t i o n t r i e d 
to d i c t a t e t h e texms, as be wrote to the Bnperor, "I d e c l i n e d 
to abate a s i n g l e f o r t . * But a f t e r much d i s c u s s i o n the t%#o 
35 
s i d e s agreed on the fo l l owing terms t h a t t * ( l ) 23 of S h i v a j i ' s 
f o r t s , l a r g e and smal l , of which the revenue was four lakh 
huns, should be annexed to the Mughal empire. 
33. Kazim, I I , pp .900-901 , 
34. M i l . P e s , p . 5 2 . 
35. Kazim, I I , p . 9 0 4 ; Mil Pes , p p . 5 2 - 5 3 . 
5B 
(2) 12 fort8« l a r g e and smal l , one of which was Rajgarh and 
the standard revenue of which was one lakh huns, should be 
l e f t to S h i v a j i on the cond i t ion of s e r v i c e and I p y l t y to t h e 
Mughal aaperor. 
S h i v a j i requested to be exempted from at tending the 
Emperor's court and proposed to send h i s son who should be 
honoured %^th the rank of 5000 (2x3h} . Regarding himself he 
t o l d the Raja# "I have not the face t o wai t on t h e Bonperor. 
I s h a l l send my son as His m a j e s t y ' s servant and s l a v e , - — — . 
As for me ——>— exempt me from man sab and s e r v i c e . So long 
as I l i v e X s h a l l not draw my neck back from obedience t o 
orders of s e r v i c e . 
In addi t ion t o t h e s e arrangements s h i v a j i made a 
cond i t iona l engagement with t h e Mughals. He o f f e r e d the teem« 
"i f he would be granted the t e r r i t o r y of Bijapuri Talkonkan 
and Balaghat, o f which the t o t a l revenue was 9 lakh huns« by 
an Imperial farrnan, he would pay a t r i b u t e o f f o r t y lakh o f 
37 huns to the Bnperor by i n s t a l e m e n t s of three lakh per y e a r . " 
36. Mil . Pes; p .53 
37. This c o n d i t i o n a l arrangement was confirmed by t h e Bnperor 
a f t e r s e v e r a l correspondence with J a i Singh, in Sept .1665 , 
by i s s u i n g a farman and a l e t t e r t o S h i v a j i dated Sth 
Sept . 1665. 
HDS, pp.146-48 (Aurangzeb's l e t t e r t o S h i v a j i ) , M i l . P e s . , 
p . 53 . 
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Here one can c l e a r l y note t h e shrewdness o f J a l S i n g h ' s 
p o l i c y . On one hand he threw a perpetual bone of content ion 
between S h l v a j l and Bljapur by accept ing the c o n d i t i o n a l teim 
o f f e r e d by S h l v a j l regarding t h e t e r r i t o r i e s o f Tal-Konkan and 
Balaghat and w i s e l y saved h i s men and resources which might 
have l o s t In the occupation of t h e s e t e r r i t o r i e s by any flgh^'i 
t i n g . Bes ides a l l t h i s the Mughals %#ould g e t 40 lakh hung in 
13 Insta lments* 
Next day* according t o t h e terras of t r e a t y * about 7000 
men and women were r e l e a s e d from Purandhar f o r t and t h e Mughal 
o f f i c e r s took p o s s e s s i o n of the f o r t w i t h a l l I t s prov i s ion 
and arms wi th i t s a c c e s s a r i e s . On 13th June* S h l v a j l took 
l eave of J a l Singh wi th r ich and fabulous g i f t s and robes o f 
honour. On t h e same day S h l v a j l handed over the f o r t of Kon-
dana t o Klrat Singh and moved t o Rajgarh %d.th Ugrasen who 
was to bring S h l v a j l * s son t o Raja Ja l Singh, They cante back 
to the camp on 18th of June. The o f f i c e r s who were sent t o 
take charge of d i f f e r e n t f o r t s of S h l v a j l occupied than w i t h -
36 
out d i f f i c u l t y and l a t e r on reported t o Ja l S ing . 
Though Raja J a l Singh accepted the term t h a t 12 f o r t s 
inc luding Rajgarh would be l e f t to Sh lva j l but 23 f o r t s chosen 
by the Raja were t o form a c i r c l e around the f o r t s l e f t t o 
S h l v a j l . The Raja wrote to finperor* *now t h a t we have taken 
38. M i l . P e s , p . 54. 
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away from h in (Sh lva j l ) the f o r t s of Balaghat such as Puran-
dhar« Rohlra. Kondana, Lohgarh and in Tal-Konkan Mahuli, 
Muranjvi, Khalrdurg, Talhul a t e . not on« of which had h i t h e r 
t o been bes i eged and taken by any body« and now t h a t we 
have h«nned him round* l i k e the c e n t r e of c i r c l e (with our 
p o s s e s s i o n s ) , i f Shiva s t r a y s by a h a i r ' s breadth from the 
path of obedience he can be t o t a l l y a n n i h i l a t e d by us wi th 
39 the s l i g h t e s t e x e r t i o n " . Thus Raja J a i Singh proved t o be a 
genius general who did not over look even s n a l l e s t p o i n t s of 
b e n i f i t . 
smVjtJI PRgPARS TO VISIT AGRA t 
Af ter s u c c e s s f u l completion of campaign a g a i n s t Shlva-
j l and s i g n i n g peace t r e a t y of Purandhar Ja i Singh decided t o 
send Sh lva j l to t h e Royal c o u r t . But i t was not a l e s s d i f f i -
c u l t task because in the t r e a t y S h l v a j l r e p e a t e d l y des i red t o 
be exempted e i t h e r t o entre i n t o Mughal s e r v i c e or t o attend 
the Isqperial c o u r t . But Ja i S i n g h ' s arguments and promises 
f o r f o r g i v e n e s s and rewards p l i e d him. The Maratha chron i -
c l e s a s s e r t t h a t J a i Singh gave S h l v a j l hopes t h a t a f t e r h i s 
v i s i t t o the anperor he was l i k e l y to be sent back as Viceroy 
of Mughal Deccan, with s u f f i c i e n t men and money for the 
39. M i l . P e s , p . 5 5 . 
40 . M i l . P e s , p . 1 2 6 . 
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conquest of Bljapur and Qolkonda. B«8ld«s the Vlceroylty 
of Deccan Shlvajl* parhaps, had soma mora nacasaary objact ive 
which could be obtained only by personal Interview with the 
E^eror. He had requested the GrBf>eror to cede JanjIra Island 
had to him. He« perhaps, /also the hope of gaining the Imperial 
42 sanction for exacting Chauth from Bijapurl t e r r i t o r i e s . 
Despite these temptations and promises, Shivaji could 
not overcome his hes i ta t ion . However Jai Singh pacif ied him 
by using *a thousand devices'* and most solaeunly affirmed 
that he would not be hurt, Shlvaji after assurance from Jai 
Singh and h is consel lor*s acceptence, decided to v i s i t Agra 
obviously In expectation of high hopes from the Etaperor. 
When the finparor Aurangzeb heard about Sh ivaj i ' s v i s i t 
to Agra ha sent a l e t t e r to the l a t t e r assuring him of Royl 
43 favours and safe return to home. Ram Slngh« Son of Jai 
Singh too« wrote to Shlvaji requesting hin to arrive at Agra 
on the 11th May and have the audience of the fiaperor on the 
44 
auspicious day. I t seems that Ram Singh wanted to present 
41. Neither Aurangzeb nor Raj Jai Singh ever comnitted such 
promise t o Shlvaj i . Even not a s ing le Persian record 
mentions t h i s version, 
4 2. Sarkar in HDA has quoted a rooder source in favour of Chauth 
but he himself c a l l s t h i s source ''unreliable'*. 
(HDA* IV, p . 8 2 ) . 
4 3. Aurangzeb wrote to Shlvaji in h i s l e t t e r dated 5th April , 
1666« "come here w i thout delay# in f u l l confidence in my 
grace and perfect composure of mind. After you have ob-
tained audience of me, you w i l l be g l o r i f i e d with my 
royl favours and given permission t o return t o your heme** 
(SV&#P.22; HO A. pp. 153-54) 
44. Rajasthani l e t t e r from Parkaldas to Kaleyandas dated 23J^rll , 
1666. (SVA. p.23, Letter No.14). 
S h i v a j i b«£or« the Bmp«ror oo l a t t e r * a 50th Lunar birthday 
which was to ba ca labratad on 12th May* 1666. 
S h i v a j i having f i n a l l y decided t o v i s i t the Baperor 
at Agra« took l e a v e of Ja i Singh and went t o h i s hooie. There 
he reviewed the admini s tra t ion of h i s country and made c e r -
t a i n e s s e n t i a l changes t o be implesiented during h i s absence. 
He i n v e s t e d h i s l o c a l Chiefs almost independent charge in 
any emergent s i t u a t i o n under t h e noednal regency o f h i s 
mother J i j a b a i • After making necessary arrangements S h i v a j i 
s t a r t e d f o r Agra with h i s son Shambhaji and Ohazi Beg« the 
Mughal o f f i c e r * on 5th March* 1666, He arr ived at Aurangabad 
in April* where he s tayed in J a i S ingh ' s Havel i and met S a f s -
hDcan Khan* t h e Karbhari of Deccan Subas and o t h e r n o b l e s . 
Af ter spending few days there he alongwlth Shambhaji resumed 
t o h i s Journey to Agra in company of 500 w e l l dres sed and 
wel l armed horsemen and seven Brahman c o n s e l l o r s . 
SHIVAJI AT THB COURT AND HIS FLIGHT i 
According to Ram Singh*s request S h i v a j i arr ived 
near Agra on 11th May and encamped at MuluJcchands Sara i . 
Ram Singh and Fldai Khan* who were ordered t o welcome 
Shivaj i in advance* rece ived him in Noorganj garden and 
4 5 . HO^ * IV* p . 8 3 
46 . Bhimsen* pp. 48«49. 
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47 brought him t o h i s r e s i d e a c * . 
On 12th May, i t was 50th lunar b ir thday o f t h e BRperor, 
the whola o f h i g h l y decorated Diwan^i-Aam and Diwan-i«-Khaa 
was f u l l of h igh nobles dressed gorgeous ly . Ran Singh con-
ducted S h i v a j i and h i s son Sh^nbhaji before Aqparor* when 
the Eknperor had withdra«m t o Diwan-i«Khas, They presented 
1500 a s h a r f i as nazar and 6000 rupees as n i s a r . The Banperor 
was very much p l e a s e d t o s ee S h i v a j i in h i s court and app-
loused h i s p r e s e n c e . S ince the proceedings of t h e court had 
s t a r t e d , t h e Bntperor made S h i v a j i t o stand w i t h the ootnman-
ders of 5000 Suwar. Thereafter the Baperor resumed to court 
proceedings and probably forgot about S h i v a j i . When the 
Emperor began t o d i s t r i b u t e robes and rewards t o h i s n o b l e s , 
as i t u s u a l l y was the p r a c t i c e on b ir thdays , S h i v a j i out o f 
anger caused by humil iat ion which, perhaps, he f e l t for be ing 
p laced in t h e l i n e where Raja Jaswant Singh and o t h e r Papi-
hazari nob le s were s tanding, s t a r t e d shout ing i n h i s langua-
g e . This was a g a i n s t the court e t t i q u e t t e and t h e Bnperor 
did not l i k e t h a t . He, however apparently showed no anger 
and asked Ram Singh, Mukhlis Khan, Multafat Khan and Aqil 
Khan t o p a c i f y him and subsequent ly ordered Ram Singh t o 
48 take him t o h i s res idence* 
47 . Kazim, ZI, p . 9 6 2 ; Saqi , p . 5 5 ; SAY, p p . 2 3 . 2 5 . 
( l e t t e r n o . 1 6 , dated 15th May) 
4 8 . Kazim, I I , p . 9 6 8 ; Saqi , p . 5 5 ; Bhimsen, p . 4 9 ; 
Nagar ,pp.100-109; SVA, pp .23 -15 (Rajasthani l e t t e r No.16) 
Notwithstanding the account of contonporary witnesses 
regarding Sh iva j i ' s Agra v i s i t and his dramatic disappearence 
i t seems that the event h i s t o r i c a l l y became very isqportant 
because i t not only changed the at t i tude of both Aurangseb 
and Shivaji for one another but a lso caused the death of 
the infant Mughal Maratha re lat ionship which was s t i l l in 
offing amid the suspicious hopes and ejqpectations. Sir 
J.M. Saiicar has elaborately analysed the whole episode of 
Shivaji* s v i s i t to Aurangzeb's darbar in h is famous %fOik 
"Shivaji and his times* (Chapter-VI). He i s of the opinion 
that# "the h i s t o r i c v i s i t of Shivaji to Aurangaxeb began as 
a comedy of errors due t o Rajput inoonqpetence* but as the 
s i n i s t e r po l i cy of Aurangzeb's darlc heart developed* the 
p o l i t i c a l drama took on lurid colours of a tragedy of human 
49 sin and devine retr ibut ion," He has examined the causes or 
the sins comnitted by Aurangzeb which led the Maratha Chief 
to provocation. These causes may be sximmed up as followst-> 
That Shivaji was neither welcomed in advance l i k e a "high 
ranking v i s i t o r " by any royal delegate of the same high rank 
and status , nor was accompanied by any high ranking noble 
when he moved towards the royal place for Royl presence. In 
addition he was made to stand behind several l i n e s with 
Panjhazari mansabdars and was neglected by the Bnperor and 
thus causing public humiliation to him. He was not even 
49. Shivaji and his times, p, 134, 
ee 
adorned by any robe, reward or addressed by Kind «M>rd8 by the 
Bmpe ior .^ These were t h e •human s i n s " committed by Anran^-
zeb. 
S h i v a j i f e l t p u b l i c l y humil iated and out o f provoca-
t ion created tumult in darbar at t h e t ime when t h e proceed-
ings was going on in f u l l swing. Thus Sazkar seems t o J u s t i f y 
the ac t o f S h i v a j i in darbar by a l l e g i n g Aurangzeb of i l l 
t r e a t i n g the foxmer. 
But Saiicar, perhaps over looked the f a c t t h a t Sh ivaj i 
had not been cons idered more than a r e b e l l 2IaPiindar in the 
Mughal court ; nor J a i Singhhad wr i t t en t o t h e Emperor as what 
type of recept ion was to be g iven t o him. So t h e r e was no 
quest ion of h i s recept ion on a grand s c a l e . Yet Aurangzeb 
ordered Ram Singh and Fidai Khan t o go out one day ' s march and 
welcome S h i v a j i i n advance. But i t seefl»« they f a i l e d t o 
canply with t h e order . When S h i v a j i arr ived at M^lukchand's 
S^rai. near Agra* Ram Singh s e n t h i s Mtmshi Oirdhar Lai f o r 
s a l u t a t i o n w i t h a robe (Sar-o-pa) and horse w i t h s i l v e r trapp-> 
52 i n g s . Next day on 12th May, the day f i x e d f o r S h i v a j i * s 
darbar v i s i t . Ram Singh and Mukhlis s e t out from t h e i r r e s i -
dence to r e c e i v e Sh iva j i at the g a t e o f the c i t y , but mi s ta -
ken ly took another route whi le h i s Munshl Girdhar Lai condu-
c ted Sh ivaj i t o the c i t y through another . This misunderstan-
ding caused de lay in t n e i r a r r i v a l at t h e c o u r t . F i n a l l y , R « B Singh 
50. I b i d . pp .138-42 
5 1 . SVA, p . 2 3 ( L e t t e r no.14) 
52 . SVA, p .23 ( l e t t e r n o . l 6 ) 
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and Miikhlis Khaa n e t Sh lvaj l a t NurganJ garden and conducted 
th« l a t t a r t o t h e p a l a c e . But t i l l t h e time they could reach 
the Dlwan»l»Aain« the En^eror had withdrawn to Dlwan-i-'IChaa. 
When the Bnperor was Infoznied about S h l v a j l * s arr iva l* he o r -
dered Asad Kh«n« t h e Bakhshl o f Agra t o conduct S h l v a j l t o 
h i s presence . S h l v a j l and h i s son presented H^gr and Nla»r 
to the finperor and was made to s t a n d In the row of Papj-Hagari 
m^sabdars . Thereafter the Bnperor resumed to court procee -
dings* 
U p t l l l now, Aurangzeb could not be blamed o f commi-
t t i n g any s i n aiming at humi l ia t ion t o S h l v a j l . Actua l ly i t 
was the mistake of Ram Singh who f a i l e d t o perform the Impe-
r i a l order regarding recept ion t o S h l v a j l . I f Ram Singh* a 
noble , could not cons ider S h l v a j l deserv ing a warm recept ion 
and Ins tead o f going himself t o s e e him, he s e n t h i s Mxinshi 
Glrdhar Lai f o r s a l u t a t i o n , how one could expec t the savne 
from the finperor himsel f? Furthermore Sh lva j l h imsel f did not 
show any anger at Malukchand's s a r a l when t h e Munshi in p l a c e 
of Ran Singh v i s i t e d hire. 
F i n a l l y Sarkar blames Aurangzeb of committing another 
s i n by making S h l v a j l stand m Panj-hazar i l i n e , but , perhaps 
he again forgot t h a t ShlvaJ1 was not g iven any mansab,as y e t , 
as per h i s own reques t . Only h i s son was given a Panj-hazari 
mansab. So I t was the p r e r o g a t i v e of the Ehiperor t o mate a 
53, SVA, pp. 24-25 ( l e t t e r no.16) 
Zylndar stand anywher* in the court who had coma to subailt 
himself to the Bmperor and beg pardon for h is previous mis-
deeds, and was s t i l l rankless. And Shivaji , who kept on stan-
ding in Panhazari row for a long time created tumult in the 
darbar by shouting meaninglessly in his language at the mome-
nt when the Bmperor began distr ibut ion of robes and rewards 
amcng his noted nobles. Aurangzeb very pat i ent ly inquired 
about his uncomfort. When he was infoxmed by Ram Singh of the 
Shivaji*s d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n , he sent his three high nobles with 
a robe to be put on by Shivaj i , and pacify him. But Shlvaji 
bluntly refused the o f f er . If only standing in the Panjhazari 
l i n e i n f l i c t e d a public humitiation on Shivaj i , was not his 
refusal o f Baperor's offer* in the open darbar* a greater 
public humitiation to Aurangzeb? Perhaps, Saricar too« l i k e 
Shivaji , expected a grand reception from Aurangzeb conside-
ring the l a t t e r equal to the head of any sovereign and 
Independent s t a t e . 
So the e^qplanation of the Shivaj i ' s a c t i v i t i e s in the 
darbar res ts in the fact that he had over assessed his pos i t ion 
and status and« perhaps* had emagined a grand reception and 
feastful treatment in the Mughal court* which proved t o be his 
day dream. This caused him deep frustration and according to 
Saqi Mustaid Khan (Maasir-i-Al^nqiri) led "this wild animal 
of wilderness of ignorance* who knew not the e t t l q u e t t e of the 
Imperial court* to create tvumilt and disturb the proceedings 
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of th« court. 
After t h i s incident/sore* nobles who disl l lced Shivaji , 
l i k e Jafar Khan, Jaswant Singh and Princess Roshan Ara e t c . 
spoke to the Bnperor with great ins i s t ence against Shivaji 
and sought that Shivaji must be punished* but the Bnperor 
54 
r«nained s i l e n t . The Bnperor wrote a l e t t e r t o Jai Singh 
giving d e t a i l s of Shivaj i ' s conduct and asked him what should 
be done of Shivaji.^ He simulteniously ordered Faulad Khan and 
R«n Singh to keep s t r i c t guard on Shivaj i . XXiring his al leged 
capt iv i ty Shivaji t r i ed to appease the Bej>eror through the 
mediation of the nobles, l i k e Mohamnad Amin Khan and Jafar 
Khan e t c . but a l l these bore no f ru i t . 
yMirza Raja Jai Singh's reply cane in the month of 
July, 1666, in which he wrote to the Enperor, *I have given 
him (Shivaji) promise and assurance of safety and he i s 
engaged in our warfare in t h i s region. Pardoning his offen-
ces would be advisable." But in the meanwhile Jai Singh 
wrote to his son Ram Singh to convey the following messege, 
very secret ly , to the finperor that , *at the time when Z 
requested the Sknperor to send Shiva back, the s i tuat ion here 
bore a d i f f erent aspect from what i t wears now. Under the 
present circumstances i t i s not at a l l p o l i t i c to permit him 
to come to t h i s region. Also t e l l the Bnperor that Shivaji 
should be detained there in a worthy manner (not as a pr i s ioner ) , 
54. SVA, p,27 ( l e t t e r no. 16 and 17) 
55. Ibid, pp. 29-32, 35-36 ( l e t t e r nos. 18,19, 21, and 25) 
56. SVA, p,36 
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so that his o f f i c e r s here may not despair of h is return and 
thus be Induced t o Join Adll Shah and creat disturbances 
against us; th i s pol icy w i l l avoid the necess i ty of his majes-
ty sending a (fresh) army to t h i s side* Press these points 
strongly on the Etaiperor. . 5 7 
But i t seems that before Ram Singh could convey th i s 
secret messege the Bnperor had already ordered Faulad Khan 
to losen the guard around Shlvaji following Jal Singh's ear-
58 H e r advice. I t was a good oppurtunity for Shlvaji to 
fabricate a plan for release and according by made his habit 
to send baskets of sweets (Shlr ln i ) to re l ig ious places and 
mendicants each one of which was l i f t e d up by« at leasts two 
persons. Slmultenlously he began t o behave with the guards on 
duty in very descent manner. This new tendency yielded impact 
upon the men of Faulad Khan and Ram Singh. In the beginning 
they checked the baskets but after few days allowed them to 
pass out unchecked. So one evening, aacordlng to a preplan 
he very e a s i l y f led from the confinement alongwith his son 
s i t t i n g Into two baskets and leaving one of h i s servants 
sleeping in his bed« who too» vacated the chamber in the mor-
ning. When guards In the morning came to know the plan and 
5 7. This time Jai Singh was on de fendve front against Bijapur. 
So he wanted Shlvaji to be detained at Agra in order to 
keep one suspicious a l ly away from the reg ion. (SVA.- p . 36) . 
58. Kazim, I I , p . 970.. Saql, pp. 55-56. 
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found the rooa without S h l v a j i , t h e y began t o make hue and 
59 
cry . 
The guards rushed to t h e i r master Faulad Khan with 
t h i s stounding news. He then informed the EMperor a s c r i b i n g 
S h i v a j i ' s f l i g h t to preplan and conspiracy. The E ^ e r o r i s s u e d 
immediate orders for the search of Shiva and f a s t cour iers 
were sent t o watch the routes going to Deccan. S h i v a j i ' s 
servants were a r r e s t e d and enterogated* but a l l i n v a i n . At 
l a s t susp ic ion f e l l on poor Ram Singh« as he had favoured 
S h i v a j i ' s s e c u r i t y severa l t imes* for tihich he and h i s father 
had promised s t r o n g l y . He was forbidden court attendance and 
was demoted by 1000 zat and Suwar.His jag ir* t o o , were taken 
over . 'A l e t t e r was s e n t t o Raja J a i Singh by f a s t cour i er 
about S h i v a j i ' s f l i g h t and the Etoiperor ordered him to a r r e s t 
N e t u j i , the r e l a t i v e of S h l v a j i who had r e c e n t l y been given 
a roansfb of 5000 and was p r e s e n t l y f i g h t i n g in the t r a i n o f 
J a i Singh. Mirza Raja a r r e s t e d him and sent t o royal preset 
where he was pardoned at the c o s t o f h i s f a i t h . i 
59 . Kazim,II , p p . 9 7 0 - 7 1 ; Bhimsen, pp .49 -50 / Saqi«pp.55-56« 
Mannucci, I I , pp. l28-30> SVA, pp .41-45 ( l e t t e r no8.29 & 33) 
60 . Kazim, I I , p . 971; Khafi , I I , Part I , p .200 
61 . Kazim, I I , p . 9 7 1 ; Khafi , I I , Part I , p . 2 0 1 . 
CHAPTER - IV 
MIRZA RAJA JAI SINGH AGAliiST 
BIJAPUR 
11 
CAUSES FOR EXPEDITION AGAINST BIJAPUR 
The rumour of Shahjahan's death crossed i n t o Deccan 
In Sept . 1657, Aurangzeb then was a l l s e t t o march aga ins t 
Adil Shah and had reached In t h e c l o s e v i c i n i t y o f Bijapur. 
Hearing the rumour Aurangzeb became s u s p i c i o u s o f Dara and 
decided t o move towards Agra t o c o n t e s t for t h e p r e s t i g i o u s 
Mughal throne . But t h e exped i t ion a g a i n s t Bijapur was at i t s 
i n i t i a l s t a g e , so he h a s t i l y patched up the d i s p u t e with 
Bijapur by a rea ty and s e t out for Agra wi th a l l h i s forces 
present with him in Deccan. According t o t r e a t y Adil Shah« 
the ruler of Bijapur had t o pay one crore rupees as indem-
n i t y and a l s o t o handover the f o r t of Parenda wi th i t s depen-
dent t e r r i t o r y i n c l u d i n g the Nizamshahi Konkan t o Mughals. 
But Adil Shah, cunningly taking advantage o f t h e uncerta in 
p o l i t i c a l cond i t i on of the Mughals turned away from his pro-
m i s e s . When t h e wars of s u c c e s s i o n concluded in favour of 
Aurangzeb, he presented 8 . 5 lakhs of rupees on the occas ion 
of the coronation of Aurangzeb. Again in Jan. 1665 he pa id 
7 lakhs of rupees and s i x c a s k e t s of J e w e l l s . But a l l these 
amounted only t o a f rac t ion of the t o t a l amount promised. 
Even the Mughals had t o take t 
br ibing the Bijapuri governor. 
t h e p o s s e s s i o n of Parenda by 
2 
1. Kaslm, pp, 909 - 913 . 
2, HP A. IV. p . 100. 
Secondly* when Adll Shah opened h i s g r e a t exped i t ion 
aga ins t Sh lva j l in 1660, he sought m i l i t a r y help from the 
Mughal and in return promised t o pay further subs idy . But 
d e s p i t e of the f a c t that Shaishta Khan's a t t a c k s on S h l v a j l 
provided an opportuni ty t o Adil Shah t o recover t h e f o r t s of 
Panhala# Pawangarh and o ther Maratha forts« Adil Khan r e f u s e d 
t o pay any subs idy to Mughals. 
So whi le appoint ing J a i Singh to Deccan, Aurangzeb 
i n s t r u c t e d to punish both S h l v a j l and Adll Shah. But t h e 
great Rajput general argued " i t would not be w i s e t o attack 
both t h e s e f o o l s at one t i m e . " The Ehiperor y l e l e d to the 
argument and J a i Sing d i r e c t e d a l l h i s forces aga ins t Sh lva j l 
and pressed him hard to surrender before the Mughal arms. In 
the course of compaign a g a i n s t S h l v a j l , Adil Shah had, no 
doubt sent an army under the command of Khawas Khan t o co -
operate with t h e Mughal f o r c e s . But he had made a s e c r e t 
understanding wi th S h l v a j l in order t o dec ive J a i Singh. 
This was conveyed by J a i Singh i n h i s l e t t e r t o Aurangzeb 
s t a t i n g that "Adil Khan in h i s f a l l y played f a l s e with me. 
He out wardly sent an army i n t o S h l v a j l t e r r i t o r y i but as he 
considered t h e u t t e r d i s t r u c t i o n of S h l v a j l to be harmful to 
h i s own i n t e r e s t s and wished S h l v a j l t o stand as a wall 
between the inqperlal troops and the B i japur i s , he made a 
s e c r e t a l l i a n c e wi th the Maratha Chief and helped him with 
3 . Ib id 
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lands* roonay and o ther r e q u i s i t e s . He a l s o Induced the k ing 
of Golkonda t o e n t e r Into the ;>ollcy and send money t o 
tha t I n f i d a l , wh i l e he was a l l the time sending l e t t e r s brea-
th ing l o y l t y to the Ehiparor,* 
On account of t h e s e f a u l t s on t h e part of Adll Shan, 
Aurangzeb ordered Ja i Singh to invade Bijapur and overthrow 
Adil Shah j u s t a f t e r s e t t l i n g in order the country and f o r t s 
taken over from S h i v a j l . 
Apart from t h e s e reasons another probable J u s t i f i c a t i o n 
for m i l i t a r y move aga ins t Bijapur could be the huge m i l i t a r y 
bu i ld up in south inc lud ing new Deccani r e c r u i t s and t h a t 
n e c e s s a r i l y was t o be provided enployM«n-t« Hence Aurangzeb 
r i g h t l y dec ided t o k i l l two b i r d s wl^h one s t o n e . 
JAI SINGH PREPARED GROUND FDR EXPEDITIOM i 
(Fbllowing the royal orders J a i Singh thus decided t o 
move against Bijapur and before s t r i k i n g m i l i t a r i l y he took 
seme p r e c o u t i o n s . 
F i r s t l y he posted o f f i c e r s of h i s own c h o i c e a t d i f f e -
rent p l a c e s through t r a n s f e r o r new appointments, so t h a t they 
could execute t h e i r d u t i e s according to the wishes o f Ja i 
Singh. In t h i s r e s p e c t Lodi Khan, t h e Chief of Mul->Konkan, who 
4 . Kazim, pp. 909-13 , HDA, IV. p , 1 0 1 . 
5. Kazim, p . 9 1 3 , S a q i - p p . 5 1 - 5 2 , Bhimsen p . 4 6 . Mannucl-II p .313 , 
It 
was l e a r n t t o be d ishonest and a p p r e s s i v e , was replaced by 
Rasul Beg Rozbhani. Pardal Khanand Patehjang Khan Rohi l la 
wer« a*ked to Join Ja i Singh i n s t e a d o f go ing to Mulkoukan,^ 
Safshikan Khan was ordered to make arrangements f o r b i g guns. 
Shots , l ead and gunpowder and p l e n t y of food gra in for the 
7 
f i g h t i n g army. In addi t ion J a i Singh made s e v e r a l recommen-
dat ions t o t h e Bmperor for t h e promotion and rewards t o many 
of h i s o f f i c e r s in order t o encourage and appease them, Rao 
Mnar Singh Chandrawat, Raghunath Singh, Mulla Yahya, Daud 
Khan, Shihab Khan, Qutabuddin Khan e t c . were prominent among 
them. 
iSecondly he a l i e n a t e d the supporting e lements from 
Adil Shah in o r d e r t o weaken h i s p o s i t i o n . In t h i s cegard he 
had already thrown a bone of c o n t e n t i o n between S h i v a j l and 
Adil Khan by o f f e r i n g Sh iva j l Bljapurl coas t strip^ and the 
t e r r i t o r y of Bhalaghat in return of 40 lakh of hun which were 
9 
t o be wrested by S h i v a j l a t h i s own c o s t s . He further opened 
the "door of l i n c l n c y and c o n c i l i a t i o n " towards Qutub Shah, 
the ruler (Marzaban) of Golkonda in order t o "put him o f f 
h i s guards and inducing him t o g i v e up the i d e a of Joining 
agreed 
the a i j a p u r l s . " Accordingly his requested the Bnaparor/to 
"favour him with c o n c i l i a t o r y g e s t u r e s and royl favours ." 
6. j .N .Sarkar , M i l i t a r y Despatches of a l 7 t h C Indian general 
^ U . D e s . ) 
7. I b i d . p . 8 6 . 
8 . Mil.Oftg. p p , 8 5 , 8 7 , 9 2 
9 . Mil Pes , p . 5 3 . 
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He further wrote t o t h e Bnperor "true, he ( a i t a b Shah) I s not 
In a p o s i t i o n to render any help t o Adll Khan openely« but 
not t o show c o n c i l i a t i o n i s t o draw the curta in on the door 
of hopes and a s p i r a t i o n s . I f the v l e l i s withdrawn (from our 
real In tne t lon about him)and he despa irs of p l a c e from t h i s 
quarter (Mughals), he w i l l be driven t o a l l y h imse l f wi th 
Adll Khan."^^ Thus he kept the ru l er of Golkonda in good 
humour and prevented him from Join ing the camp o f Adll Shah. 
Ja i Singh, in order to further weaken t h e p o s i t i o n of 
Adll Shah currupted many high o f f i c e r s of Bijapur through a 
l a v i s h use of money and the promisd of high raansabs in Mughal 
peerage.] Most no tab le among them was Mulla Ahnad, brother of 
Mulla Yahya. He had held t h e second p l a c e a t the Bijapurl 
court , being next to the Prime m i n i s t e r . He had s e c r e t l y 
o f f»ered to Join Imperial s e r v i c e and guide the Mughal ope-
rat ions a g a i n s t Bijapurl i f he was given a high mansab in 
the Mughal peerage . J a i Singh wrote t o the E)«paror in t h i s 
12 
regard and the l a t t e r agreed to c r e a t him a 6-Hazarl man-
13 sabder and summoned him to the Presence . But there arose 
* problem, how Mulla Ahmad could leave Bijapur alongwith h i s 
family without r a i s i n g any s u s p i c i o n in the mind of Adll 
Shah. Jai Singh l i k e a shrewed diplomate s o l v e d t h i s problem 
by wr i t ing a l e t t e r to Adll Shah in which he s t a t e d t h a t the 
10. Mil. Pes, pp. 84-85. 
11. Mulla Yahya, formerly a Bijapurl noble joined the Mughal 
service in 1663 and played active role of an intermidiary 
in winning over other Bijapurl nobles to Mughal side. 
12. Mil. Dys. p,70. 
13. Ibid - p.101. 
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Emperor had ordered him to s e t t l e the I s sue betwfe^ 
and Mughal governments. For t h i s s e t t l e m e n t Adil Shah should 
sent Mulla Ahmad, the c h i e f o f h i s nobles t o him (Jai Singh) 
and expla in the matter p e r s o n a l l y . The r e f u s a l to t h i s pro-
14 posal would provok an Invasion of h i s country . This c lever 
bid of Ja i Singh bore f r u i t and Adil Sh«h y i e l d e d t o send 
Mulla Ahmad t o Ja i Singh. Thus t h e Mulla cane out of Bijapur 
and interv iewed Ja i Singh at Purandhar on 29th Oept.1665. 
He was created a 6-Hazarl mansabdar and was g iven 2.5 lakhs 
of rupees. Thereafter he was sent to the court but died at 
Ahmadnagar in Dec.1665. Bes ides Mullah Ahnad, Abul Moha-
mmad Bahlol was won over by J a i Singh. He was created a 
5-Hazari mansabdar and the t i t l e of Ikhlas Khan was confe-
rred on him. 
l^Apart from the m i n i s t e r s and high o f f i c e r s of Bi ja-
pur Jai Singh i n t r i g u e d with many o t h e r Zamindars and sent 
them l e t t e r s conta in ing the o f f e r of s u i t a b l e s e r v i c e s in 
the Mughal finpire and cash rewards in order t o a l i e n a t e 
them from the loyalty of t h e i r l eg i t lmateSover iegn .y The 
Zamindars of Kamataka and t h e Abyssinian merceneries of 
Kamul d i s t r i c t were i n v i t e d , wi th tempting o f f e r s of rewa-
18 
rd by Jai Singh. He further wrote t o the S i d d i s of Danda-
14. Mil , P e s , - p p . 7 1 - 7 2 
15. Mi l . P e s . - p p . 9 1 - 9 2 . 
16. Ib id , p , 101, 
17. Abul Mohammad Mian (Bahlol) # Son of Abdul Qadlr Bahiol 
and the grandson of Bahlol Khan j o i n e d J a i Singh two 
days a f t e r he had s t a r t e d from Purandar in Nov.1665. 
(Ka»im-p.989,M.U. ,P,5e ,Mil ,De8, p p . 1 0 5 - 6 , 1 0 7 , 
18. M i l . P e s . p,95,H0A IV, p 7 l 0 3 . 
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Rajpurl ( J a n j i r a ) t o x in i t e w i t h him, p r o m i s i n g them good 
s e r v i c e s i n Mughal P e e r a g e and o t h e r b e o i f l t s , a s he w r o t e 
t o t h e Emperor t h a t " i f t h e y %d.8hed t o have a good 
t ime and p r o s p e r i t y t h e y s h o u l d v o l u n t a r i l y come ( i . e . 
j o i n t h e Mughals) apd g a i n e l e v a t i o n by t h e g r a n t o f 
Man Sabs'*. But a t t h e same t i m e J a i S ingn was p r e p a r e d t o 
t a k e harsh measures f o r t h e i r d i s t r u c t i o n and a n n e x a t i o n 
o f t h e i r t e r r i t o r y t o t h e Mughal Einpire i f t h e y r e f u s e d t o 
y i e l d t o t h e o f f e r s * b e c a u s e , as i t seems, J a i S ingh d i d n o t 
t o l e t any d i s t u r b i n g e l e m e n t around t h e ground o f o p e -
19 
r a t i o n a g a i n s t B i j a p u r . Thus J a i S i n g h f o l l o w e d t h e p o l i c y 
o f "Carrot and S t i c k " i n r e s p e c t of l o c a l Zamindars o f 
a i j a p u r , and u s e d money and h i g h o f f e r s in c o r r u p t i n g t h e 
m i n i s t e r s and h i g h e r o f f i c e r s . In r e g a r d t o t h e l a v i s h u s e 
o f money J a i S i n g h argued w i t h t h e Ehiperor "as soon a s t h e 
v i c t o r i o u s army e n t e r s t h i s kingdom (B i japur ) many D e c c a n i s 
would have t o be e n l i s t e d i n t h e I m p e r i a l s e r v i c e and c a s h 
money would have t o be p a i d t o e v e r y one a c c o r d i n g t o h i s 
rank t o e n a b l e him t o arm and e q u i p ( h i s f o l l o w e r s ) and t o 
r e l i e v e them o f t h e i r d i s t r e s s c o n d i t i o n . T i l l t h e accomp>-
l i s h m e n t of t h e c o n q u e s t o f B i j a p u r t h e e x p e n d i t u r e o f t h e 
money a c c o r d i n g t o e x p e d i e n c y w i l l be v e r y n e c e s s a r y . I hope 
M20 t h a t t h e c o s t s (o f t h e war) would be r e c o v e r e d a f t e r w a r d s . 
With a l l above d e s i g n s a t work J a i S i n g h t r i e d t o 
19 . I b i d . 
2 0 . M i l . P e s , p . 8 9 . 
••lull Adll Shah to sleep by means of smooth words and fa l se 
s tor ies of peace" in order to throw the l a t t e r into a sense 
of fa l se security,y He impressed upon the Bijapuri envoy at 
his court that he had received no order to Invade Bijapur 
but only to s e t t l e the long standing i ssues of tr ibute 
21 (Peshkash) unpaid. 
Like a true general Jai Singh paid fu l l attention t o 
the column of f i r e arms. He underlined the importance of 
long range a r t i l l e r y pieces associated by l i g h t cannons^ 
muskets and i t s accessaries.! He gathered information about 
the capabil i ty of Bijapuri f i re arms and i n s i s t e d on the 
need of big a r t i l l e r y pieces to be co l l ec ted by the Imper-
i a l s ide . To th i s e f f ec t he wrote to the Eknparor that "They 
t e l l us of the M^lik Maidan cannon and many other cannon 
present in the fort of Bijapur, In order to render them 
use less , and accomplish the task (of Conquering Bijapur), 
i f forty to f i f t y cannon be present in the Imperial camp, it 
would serve the purpose of the servants of the court. But 
there should be not l e s s than th ir ty cannons." Jai Singh, 
at that time, had only seven big cannon, to be used in se ige 
operation in hand. Sixteen cannons were to reach him soon, 
f ive from Parenda and Six from Burhanpur t o t a l l i n g to tw»nty 
two. For the rest he requested the Snparor to be co l lec ted 
22 
and sent to the camp. 
21. Ibid. p.71 
22. Ibid. pp.69,88. 
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H« a l s o requested the Bnperor t o send orders t o t h e l o c a l 
c h i e f s to make arrangements f o r a regular supply o f food« 
fodder and o t h e r e s s e n t i a l prov i s ions* t o the Imperial 
23 
azmy engaged in t h e e x p e d i t i o n . 
(^hus J a i Singh prepared t h e ground in a l l aspect t o 
lead a s u c c e s s f u l conpaigni. But d e s p i t e h i s a l l has te and 
impatience he could s t a r t operat ion wi th a d e l a y of about 
f i v e months on accoxint of lack of funds. The s a l a r y o f h i s 
armymen and raansabdars was s i x months in arrear which was 
t o be paid before the opening of the e x p e d i t i o n , as he wrote 
to the EJuperor "the mansabdars and the ar t i l l e rymen d«nand 
s i x months pay which i s in arrear and they are s t a r v i n g . " 
In t h i s regard he requested the Bnperor t o order the pro-
v i n c i a l t reasury at Malwa t o supply the neces sary amount. 
But i t could not be managed in t ime r e s u l t i n g in an unwan-
24 ted delay of about f i v e months. F i n a l l y when the funds 
could be arranged in Nov.1665, only then J a i Singh s e t out 
25 from Purandhar t o open e x p e d i t i o n . 
JAI SINGH STARTED OPERATIONS I 
The needed funds reached J a i Singh oo 13th Nov. 1665. 
In the next week he paid the s a l a r i e s of h i s t roopers and 
s e t out from Purandhar on 20th for h i s d e s t i n a t i o n without 
23 . Mi l .Pes , p p . 7 0 , 8 6 . 
2*» M i l . P e s . p p . 8 8 . 8 9 
25. I b i d T p p , 1 0 3 - 4 , 
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26 further wa i t ing for the b ig guns . 
The grea t Mughal army of about 50«000 s o l i e r s under 
the supreme command of Mirza Raja J a i Sin^h s t a r t e d from 
Purandhar towards Bijapur. The vangaurd which c o n s i s t e d 
of 7500 s o l d i e r s inc luding 500 we l l equipped muskete«rs 
was conunanded by Di ler Khan. Sarf araz Khan, Ohalib Khan« 
Cut ta j i , Rustan Rao, Pardal Khan, Chitrabhoj Chavan, At ish 
Khan Croir~i a t i s h ) and o t h e r s were in t h e t r a i n of D i l e r 
Khan. Jai Singh himself commanded the c e n t t * a t the head 
of 12000 suwars, mainly Rajpoots . Daud Khan and Raja Rai 
Singh, each at the head of 6,000 suwars were g iven the 
command o f r i g h t and l e f t wings r e s p e c t i v e l y . Qutabuddin 
Khan alongwith Helal Khan, Dilawar Khan and Udajairam e t c . 
were posted i n the rear of t h e main army. S h i v a j i , a t t h e 
head of h i s 9 ,000 Maratha troops was p laced in the l e f t o f 
the c e n t r e . Two d e v i s i o n s of t h e army under the command 
of Shahsawar Khan and TUzlctaz Khan marched at a d i s t a n c e 
27 p a r a l l e l t o t h e main army. 
The I m p e r i a l i s t s had hardly advanced over two s t a g e s 
(manzi^), Abul Mohammad, t h e grand son of Bahlol Khan who 
held a high p o s i t i o n in Bijapur and, now was d i s g u s t e d on 
the i s s u e of t h e headship of h i s c l a n , came over t o j o i n 
Mughals w i t h h i s supporters and f o l l o w e r s . J a i Singh adbni-
t t ed him without de lay and crea ted him a S-hazarl roansabdar. 
26. Ib id , p . 104, 
27. Kazim-pp.988-90 
28. K a z i m - p p . 9 9 0 , K h a f i - I I , P a r t . I I - P P , 1 9 1 ^ 9 2 , M l l . D y s . P P . 1 0 5 - 6 . 
Kazim and Khafi Khan mention h i s rank, 5000/4000 . 
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In the f i r s t s e p l l of the comalgn (Nov.-Dec.1665) 
Mughal azmy a t t a i n e d easy v i c t o r i e s and captured severa l 
Bljapurl f o r t s In the c l o s e proximity o f the f r o n t i e r 
between Bijapur and Mughal Empire. From Purandhar to 
Mangelvlda J a i Singh* s march was an uninturrupted truimph. 
The Bljapurl f o r t s on the way were e i t h e r d e s e r t e d in 
t e r r o r or surrendered at the c a l l to the i m p e r i a l i s t s . 
Phaltan« about 40 m i l e s S.E. of Purandhar was occupied 
by N e t u j i , the ccwimander-in-chief of Sh iva j i force on 7th 
Dec. Narojl and Bahladjl were g iven the charge of t h i s for t , 
The Zaroindar of t h i s area, Bajaj l Nimbalkar cane t o Jai 
Singh and submitted himself for the Imperial s e r v i c e . Sh i -
vaj i occupied t h e f o r t of Nathura, about 14 m i l e s s . e . of 
Phaloan, on 8 t h of Dec. The I m p e r i a l i s t s advanced s t e p by 
s t e p towards t h e i r d e s t i n a t i o n . Masud Khan w i t h o ther 
mansabdars and 300 musketeers of S h i v a j i * s f o r c e occupied 
the for t of Kehawan. N e t u j i , who had been sent in advance 
towards Mangalvida, occupied i t without any r e s i s t e n c e as 
the enmates o f the for t f l e d i t i n t e r r o r . Udit Singh 
Bhidoria and Sarfaraz Khan were appointed as Qlladar and 
29 faujdar of the f o r t r e s p e c t i v e l y . Thus during the f i r s t 
month of opera t ions the I m p e r i a l i s t met %^th no r e s i s t a n c e 
worth the name from a d v e r s a r i e s . After t h e occupation of 
Maugalvlda they marched on. When they covered some d i s -
tance Ja i Singh was informed on 23rd Dec. by h i s agents 
29. Kazim-pp,990-92, M i l . P e s , p p , 1 0 0 , 1 0 9 - 1 0 , 
30. Kazim-p.992, Mi l .Des . p .112 
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that the Bl^apurl force had arrived at a distance of about 
10 miles fzxsm Imperial ist camp. 
Next day an army vmder the command of Di ler Khan was 
detatched to punish the enemy. He was accompanied by Shiva-
j l . Raja Rai Singh, Qutbuddin Khan, Qubad Khan, Kirat Singh 
(Son of the Raja), Fetehjung Khan, Abdul Mohnmad (Bahlol) 
and others . After crossing a distance of about 10 miles 
the Imperial i s ts came infront of Bijapuri array of 12000 men 
under the commands of Sharsa Mehdvi, Khawas Khan and the i r 
Maratha a l l y Jadun Rai Kaleyani. The imperia l i s t s at once 
came over to Bijapuris and broken t h e i r front colximn by 
severe at tacks . The Bijapuri commanders very soon real ised 
the undifendable attacks of the Imperial ists and adopted 
the Cossack-tactics; devided the whole army into different 
divis ions and fought l o s e l y . But the t i r e l e s s and energetic 
moves of Diler Khan encouraged the Imperial is ts and they 
fought r e l e n t l e s s l y at c lose quarters. They broke the cou-
rage of the ir adversary by t h e i r repeated attacks and in-
f l i c t e d heavy c a s u a l i t i e s upon them. The enemy ret ired in 
the evening leaving behind the dead bodies of t h e i r 15 
captains, soldiers ,animals , f lages , weapons and other provi-
sions in the hands of Imper ia l i s t s . But as soon a s t h e 
v ictors s tarted the ir return march the Bijapuris, in the ir 
old Deccani s t y l e attacked from r ight , l e f t and rear. The 
30. Kazim -p .992 , Mil .Pes, p. 112 
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rear of the Imperial anny under N e t u j i bore the brunt o f 
t h i s a t t a c k . In t h i s s i t u a t i o n J a l Singh very q u l d c l y 
r lnforced him by h i s Rajpoot s o l d i e r s and t h e y , f i n a l l y , 
ui,rooted t h e foo t of the enemy and k i l l e d t h e i r Maratha 
captain Jadun Ral Kalyani . They returned t o t h e camp when 
31 two hours had passed a f t e r dusk. 
On the same day a Bljapuri force o f 6000 s o l d i e r s 
came over t o the f o r t of Mangalvida. Sarfaraz Khan d i sob-
eying the i n s t r u c t i o n of J a l Singh s a l l i e d out of t h e f o r t 
to f i g h t w i t h t h e Bijzqpuris. Though he-engaged bravely with 
the enemy but was s l a i n . His f o r c e s f l e d back to t h e f o r t . 
When the Bi japur i s came at t h e c l o s e d i s t a n c e of the f o r t 
the i m p e r i a l i s t s opened a r t i l l e r y f i r e on t h e enemy and 
32 
compelled them to leaive the ground. 
After two day's s tay at Mangalvlda Ja l Singh res\uned 
h i s march on 27th Dec. 1665 and when he reached at a p l a c e 
f ixed for encampment the news came that the Bijapurl force 
was camping on ly at a d i s t a n c e of two m i l e s from the Imperial 
camp. Ja l Singh detatched a dev i s ion of h i s army under the 
command of Maqsud Beg A l l In advance. But be fore the Imper-
i a l i s t s advanced properly and took p o s i t i o n the enemy in two 
34 d e v l s i o n s appeared from two s i d e s . Ja i Singh« l eav ing the 
camp in the charge of Rai Singh and Qubad Khan, come out 
31. Kazim-pp.992-95, M i l . P e s , pp ,112 -13 ; HDA-IV-pp.111-12. 
32. Kaziro-p.995, HOA-IV-p.112. 
33. Kazim-p.996 
34. M i l . P e s , p . 1 1 3 . 
8 
and o f f e r e d a cha l lange t o the enemy. The Bljapuri force 
broke Into d i f f e r e n t loose bodies and a t tacked the emperla-
l i s t s from d i f f e r e n t d i r e c t i o n s . They t r i e d t h e i r b e s t to 
• t t a ^ the i m p e r i a l i s t s at t h e i r weak p o i n t s from a d i s t a n c e . 
But the g a l l e n t and s w i f t movements of D i l e r Khan,Kirat 
Singh, Qutbuddin Khan e t c . compelled them to come c l o s e r . 
The imperial army fought wi th unprecendented bravery on 
every f r o n t . They cut dovm more than 100 Bi japur i s and 
heavely %#ounded a l a r g e nvunber. Sensing the worest in o f f i n g 
the Bi japuris l e f t the ground i n a l l h a s t e . The I m p e r i a l i s t s 
pursuaded them upto about 12 m i l e s , and then came bade t o 
35 the camp. 
Next day the I m p e r i a l i s t s arr ived w i t h i n 10 mi l e s of 
Bijapur f o r t and encamped at a p l a c e c a l l e d Makhanpur or 
Nagthan. This was d e s t i n e d t o be the f a r t h e s t p o i n t o f the 
advance of i m p e r i a l i s t s because here the f i r s t phase of 
the exped i t ion came t o a c l o s e and the second was t o beg in , 
in which the e m p e r i a l l s t s were cu tnumbered and out manneu-
vered by t h e i r adversary. In f a c t by t h i s t ime t h e Bljapuri 
King Adil Shah I I had, almost completed h i s m i l i t a r y pre-
parat ion and had strengthen h i s defense l i n e w i t h a wise plan 
35. Kazim - pp .996-97 , M i l . P e s . p p . l l 3 « 1 4 
36. Among Pers ian Chronicles only Bhimsen g i v e s the name 
of the p l a c e as Makhana, 10 m i l e s north of Bijapur foxrt. 
According t o Sarkar (Aurangzeb-IV) most probably i t was 
Nagthan, 8 m i l e s n . e . of Bijapur. 
(Bhlmsen-p.30a, HOA-IV-p,113.) 
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of cx)inblned de fence . 
EverslDce the Mughals under Mlrza Raja J a i S ingh's 
cooiinand reopened campaign aga ins t Shivaji« Adl l Shah, i t 
was reported, too s t a r t e d preparat ions apprehending Mughal 
onslaught a f t e r S h i v a j i . The f o r t of Bijapur was repaired 
and garr i s soned adequately wi th 30,000 Kamatak i s o l d i e r s 
excluding h i s own men. The f o r t was f i l l e d up w i t h adequate 
arms and amunition inc lud ing b i g guns and cannons. The 
nobles and Zawindars of far and near were asked t o report 
wi th t h e i r c o n t i n g e n t s and take p o s i t i o n round the f o r t . In 
addi t ion t o a l l t h e s e the country round the f o r t f o r a 
radius of s i x m i l e s was badly l a i d waste . The l a r g e tanks 
of Nauraspur and Shahpur, each of whidh could have suppl ied 
the required water f o r the whole Imperial a nny, were dr ied 
up. All the w e l l s were contaminated or po i soned . All the 
homestead were razed to ground and f i e l d s of crops and grass 
37 
were devas ta ted . Even almost a l l b ig t r e e s were cut down. 
Thus nothing was l e f t in t a c t around the f o r t o f Bijapur 
from where the o f f e n s i v e army could acquire food, fodder, 
water and even shade. This proved to be t h e most favourabla 
s t ep for the defense of Bijapur and most unfavourable t o the 
Mughal army. At the same t i m e , when Mughal a m y moved t o -
wards Bijapur from Mangalvida, Adil Shah sent h i s noted 
generals the Mughal t e r r i t o r y in order t o c r e a t e a d ivers ion 
37. Kazim-pp.997-98, M i l . P e s . p . 1 1 0 , S a q i , p p . 5 8 - 5 9 . 
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in J a l S ingh ' s moves while he kept the main Bijapuri army 
38 hovering round t h e Imperial camp. 
During seven d ay* s of s t a y at Makhanpur the Imperia-
l i s t s were repeated ly at tacked by the Bl japuris from d i f f -
erent d i r e c t i o n s . Although I m p e r i a l i s t s succeeded in k e e -
39 
pin t h e i r adversary away from the main camp but e v i d e n t l y 
f a i l e d in t h e i r main o b j e c t i v e i . e . « the occupat ion o f 
Bijapur fort, f o r which Aurangzeb as w e l l as J a i Singh would 
have spent s evera l s l e e p l e s s n i g h t s . The s t rong defense of 
the Bijapur f o r t which proved t o be inpregnable to Ja i Singh 
added by the lack of s e i g e mater ia l s* l i k e b i g cannons and 
s h o t s , inadequate food supply non a v a i l a b i l i t y of water anQ 
fodder for animals In t h e EKnperial camp. In view of above 
o b s t a c l e s , J a l Singh knew t h a t the ^ ^ 
chances of t ak ing BIJ spur by a Ooup de main was 
40 l a p s e . Mote than 20*000 s o l d i e r s of Bijapur faced the 
38. Kazlm^ 0 . 9 9 8 . M i l . P e s , p . 1 1 1 . 
39. Kazlin,pp.998-.9TI 
40 . Jal Singh had s e t out towards Bljagpur wi thout taking big 
guns and s e l g e m a t e r i a l s in t h e Impression that the defence 
of Bijapur f o r t was weak and the «zmy was d i s u n i t e d as he 
was t o l d by the BlJ^qpurl envoy (Sfhlb)Mulla Mohammad Sadlq 
and wrote t o the Qnperor in t h i s r e spec t t h a t "the enemy's 
troops are d i s u n i t e d and q u a r r e l l i n g among themselves* the 
f o r t of Bijapur has no p r o t e c t i v e works, no mater ia l s and 
p r o v i s i o n s for standing a s e i g e ; and as soon as the emperial 
army a r r i v e s in t h a t t r a c t most of t h e n o b l e s ( c h i e f s ) , p i l l a r s 
of s t a t e (arakan)and gentry ( o f f i c e r s ) ( & i v a n ) o f t h a t re^on 
w i l l en ter i n t o t h e c i r c l e of Inper ia l s e r v a n t s . On account 
of these occurrences Adll Khan would be brought down on 
h i s knees - — — — - — , I have postponed summoning ( I . e . 
without w a i t i n g for t h e a r r i v a l of )any b ig a r t i l l e r y and 
s e i g e m a t e r i a l s ( f o r taking the fort) from Parenda.* This 
c l e a r l y i n d i c a t e s tha t J a i Singh was d e d e v e d by the Bijapuri 
envoy because t h e actual p o s i t i o n of the defense o f Bijapur 
was complete in a l l aspect and the Raja h imse l f w i tnessed i t 
when arr ived in the proximity of Bijapur f o r t , (Mll .Des . 
pp. 109-10 . ) 
107. 
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I m p e r i a l i s t s In open having t h e advantage o f quick rein> 
forcetnent from t h e i r head quarters in an emergency. Bumoar 
of the a r r i v a l of a l a r g e axmy from Golkonda for the help 
of Bijapur, which very soon proved to be true further added 
to the d i f f i c u l t i e s of Mughals.*^ Jai Singh f e l l in a f i x . 
Rea l i s ing h i s weak p o s i t i o n he consu l ted h i s c o n s e l s , f o r the 
next s t ep to be taken . The c o u n c i l of war sugges ted a 
r e t r e a t . 
RETREAT t 
The I m p e r i a l i s t s s t a r t e d return march on 5th January 
and in f i v e marches reached at the bank of r i v e r Bhima where 
they were a t tacked by the Bi japur i s from t h r e e s i d e s . But 
they managed t o push the enemy back. From t h e r e they reached 
near Mangalvida where they s tayed for four or f i v e days and 
again resumed march towards Parenda on 16th January, whi le 
moving a l o n g r i v e r Bhima and a r r i v e d at v i l l a g e Lohri on 22nd 
January 1666, the Bijapuri troops d iv ided i n t o d i f f e r e n t de-
v i s i o n s at tacked the I m p e r i a l i s t s . They t r i e d t o disorganise 
the Imperial forces but the Mughal genera l s d i sp layed un-
precedented bravery and courage. Ja i Singh at every move 
of the enemy adequately re in forced h i s g e n e r a l s . At one po in t 
when the enemy made a consorted attack on D i l e r Khan,' the 
Raja rlmforced him from his own Rajpoot troops and d ^ i e t ^ d 
4 1 . Mi l . Pes , pp, 107,110, 
42 . Kazlm-P,1000, M i l . P e s . P , 1 1 1 . 
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hia own d i v i s i o n . This was the moment f o r which the enemy 
were wa i t ing f o r , and they a t tacked the small d i v i s i o n of 
J a i Singh and t r i e d t o made a s evere a s s a u l t on the person 
of Ja i Singh, But the t ime ly and quick move of the Rajpoot 
dev i s ion under Hemath chaven not on ly d i spursed the enemy 
but a l so saved the l i f e of t h e i r master from a f a t a l a s s a u l t . 
Harnath Chavan rece ived 21 wounds and succumbed t o death. 
F ina l ly when much blood was shed and the enemy l o s t l i v e s 
of t h e i r 400 men and more than 1000 were s e v e r l y injured^ 
I t l e f t the ground. The I m p e r i a l i s t s were so exhausted t h a t 
they could not go in the p u r s u i t of enemy. They t o o , re tur -
43 
ned t o t h e i r camp l o s i n g 190 men and more than 250 i n j u r e d . 
The I m p e r i a l i s t marching from Lahci arrived a t Sulteuipur, 
44 
a p lace between Sholapur and Parenda, on 27th January 1666» 
The r e t r e a t of the Imperial azmy from Bljapur had 
an Immediate e f f e c t . The Bljapur d i v i s i o n s which had been 
ra id ing the Imperial domains evacuated and j o i n e d the main 
army which fo l lowed the I m p e r i a l i s t s . The i n t o l e r a b l e harra-
ssMient by which the I m p e r i a l i s t s were la lden w i t h regular 
a t tacks by Bi japur is exhausted the Mughals and above a l l 
threw J a i Singh under tremendous s t r a i n because u p t i l l now 
he could g e t nothing out of whole e x e r t i n e . But t h i s was 
not the end of h i s misery. The subsequent d i s h e a r t e n i n g 
events which occured one a f t e r another In the month o f 
43 . Kazim, pp .1002-5 , M i l . P e s . P P . 1 1 4 - 1 6 . 
44 . Kazim P .1006 . 
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January were more than enough t o fur ther h i g h t e r the 
d igree of h i s d i f f i c u l t i e s . * ^ 
Due t o the cont lnous moves and counter moves of 
the Bijapuris the I m p e r i a l i s t s became over - exhaus ted and 
above a l l the shortage of p r o v i s i o n further d i sheartened 
them. So Jal Singh decided to take a r e s t and t h e r e f o r e 
encamped at Sultanpur where t h e y s tayed f o r 24 days . 
Here Ja i Singh wanted t o arrange p r o v i s l o o s and chalk out 
a new plan for f r e s h move aga ins t Bijapur. But during t h e s e 
45 . (a) Sikandar Khan, who had s t a r t e d from Parenda with 
food p r o v i s i o n s and war m a t e r i a l s for emperial cemp, 
was at tacked and s l a i n by a Bijapuri a d i v i s o n of 
6000 troops under t h e cononand of Sharza Khan at 
Deogaon on 12th January, (Kazim^p. 1001) 
(b) Sh iva j i was detached from t h e main emperial axmy t o 
Invade the f o r t of Panhala. But met wi th a crushing 
de fea t on 16th January and r e t i r e d to t h e f o r t of 
Khelna (Vishalgarh)• 
(Kazlsi-pp. 1001-3, Mi l . P e s , pp. 108-9) 
(c) N e t u j i , the Martha general of Sh iva j i de ser ted h i s 
master and Joined B i j a p u r i s . 
(Kazim-p.l00 3, M i l . P e s , pp.124-25) 
(d) Qatbul Mulk, the ru ler of Golkonda s e n t a l a r g e amy 
in favour o f Adil Shah v o i l a t i n g h i s prev ious 
prcwinses o f Support t o Mughals. 
CKazlm-p.l006) 
46 . Kazim. p . 1 0 0 6 . 
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24 days the B l japur i s did not abs ta in t o take b e n l f t t of 
t h e Mughals d i sadvantages , they raided and plundered the 
Imperial dominions. They at tacked t h e t e r r i t o r y and f o r t s 
47 
of Kehawan, Kaleyani , Udgir and Ausa. 
THE LAST BID s 
The f a i l u r e of operat ion aga ins t Bijapur had not 
only la iden p r e s s u r e on Imperial t reasury and the o f f e n s i v e 
s p i r i t o f t h e army but a l s o weakened the p r e s t i g e of Raja 
J a i Singh and t h e great Mughal finpire as a whole . Ja i Singh 
t r i e d t o i n j e c t a new s p i r i t in h i s army and rega in t h e 
l o s t p r e s t i g e for himself as w e l l as for the Mughal Bnnpire. 
Sc e amended h i s s t r e t a g y of war emphasised the need of 
f a s t e r m o b i l i t y i n s t e a d of heavyness . In t h i s regard he 
ordered h i s g e n e r a l s to a l i g h t t h e i r heave burden in order 
to gain a f a s t e r m o b i l i t y , and prepare for a f i n a l r e s o r t . 
With h i s rev i s ed plan J a i Singh opened t h e t h i r d and 
f i n a l phase of t h i s expedi t ion in Feb.1666 which came to an 
end in t h e month of June wi th the same r e s u l t as e a r l i e r ones, 
Though Raja J a i Singh t r i e d h i s b e s t t o achieve some th ing 
b e t t e r to be reckon about, he had to s a t i s f y h imse l f with a 
n e g l i g e b l e gain of the small f o r t r e s s e s of Dhaki, Ganjoti 
and Ni lang . The Imperial army, cons iderab ly recovered from 
4 7. Kazim - pp.100 7-8 
4 8 . Kazim - p . 1 0 0 2 . 
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t i i e l r remorse and harrassment, s e t out from Sultanpur for 
a f i n a l r e s o r t a g a i n s t Bljapur on 20th P ^ . 1 6 6 6 . I t was at 
t h a t juncture t h a t alaxminy news came frora the f o r t s of 
Kahawan, Udgir, Kaleyani , and Ausa that the Bijapuri army had 
49 
came c l o s e r and had bes ieged the f o r t s . When the Imperial 
army covered a cons iderab le d i s t a n c e the q i l a d a r of Phaltan 
sent a message t o J a i Singh that the enemy had arr ived in t h e 
c l o s e proximity of the f o r t . I f they l a i d s e i g e t h e inmates 
would f e l l i n t r o u b l e as there was s c a r c i t y of water and food 
in the f o r t . J a i Singh without wast ing a moment gave charge 
of that f o r t and i t s area around t o Mahadaji, a r e l a t i v e of 
S h i v a j i and ordered Naroji Baswant Rai« the prev ious Qiladar 
to j o i n the Imperial army. In the meanwhile the news agents 
informed t h a t t h e Bijapuri troops had gathered in the f c r t r e s s 
of Dhaki v i l l a g e . The Raja immediately s e n t Ghalib Khan, Naraji 
Maratha, At i sh Khan e t c . w i th a r t i l l e r y p i e c e s t o over throw 
the enemy and occupy the f o r t r e s s . They carr i ed out the task 
s u c c e s s f u l l y and Sharza Rao was appointed the q i l a d a r . 
The I m p e r i a l i s t s arrived at Tuljapur on 3rd of March 
and encamped there for s i x days . When the Inqperial agents 
informed t h e Raja a iout the movement of Bl japuris from Ausa 
and Kaleyani towards Zafarabad* he s e t out from IViljapur on 
10th and arrived at a c l o s e d i s t a n c e frc^n Nardurg on 14th 
49 , Kazim - p . 1007 
50, Ib id , 
5 1 , l a b i a , p.1007 
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March, Frcxn h e r e J a i S ingh d e t a c h e d PatanJ Ral w i t h a d i v i -
s i o n o f Iii¥>erlal army t o envade t h e f o r t o f O a n j o t l , which 
was s u c c e s s f u l l y taken i n t o I n p e r l a l p o s s e s s i o n . N e x t day 
t h e I m p e r i a l i s t s resumed t h e i r march and a f t e r c r o s s i n g 
o v e r G a n j a t l a r r i v e d n e a r t h e f o r t o f N i l a n g , on l 7 t h March* 
1666 a t a p l a c e about 13 m i l e s from Kaleyan and 20 m i l e s from 
52 Ausa. A d i v i s i o n of I m p e r i a l i s t s \uider t h e command of Gha-
l i b Khan o c c u p i e d t h e f o r t o f N i l a n g . Sulalman B l j a p u r l was 
made t h e q l l a d a r o f t h a t f o r t . In t h e meantime N e t u j l , who 
e a r l i e r d e s e r t e d t h e Mughals now r e j o i n e d . S h l v a j l took l e a v e 
54 
from J a i S i n g h and s e t o u t f o r Agra t o v i s i t t h e finperor. 
J a i S ingh o r d e r e d Turktaz Khan and D u t t a j i t o s e t o u t f o r Ausa 
i n advance . But t h e y were s t o p p e d by t h e B i j a p u r l s under t h e 
command of Sharza Mehdvl i n t h e c l o s e p r o x i m i t y o f N i l a n g . 
A s e v e r b a t t l e t o o k p l a c e i n w h i c h t h e I m p e r i a l i s t s were hard 
p r e s s e d but t h e r e i n f o r c e m e n t o f Abul Qaslm Khan and D l l e r 
Khan saved t h e o c c a s i o n but t h e y f a i l e d t o s a v e t h e l i f e o f 
D u t t a j i . ^^ 
On 3 1 s t March, J a i S ingh resumed march t o w a r d s Ausa 
and wanted t o h a l t t h e r e . But t h e enemy again a t t a c k e d the 
I m p e r i a l i s t s from t h r e e s i d e s and t h e f i g h t w h i c h f o l l o w e d 
c u l m i n a t e d i n t o a b l o o d y war . The I m p e r i a l i s t s d e f e a t e d t h e 
enemy but o n l y a t t h e c o s t o f 200 l i v e s and more than 500 
5 2 . Kazlm« p - 1 0 0 8 , 
5 3 . I b i d , p - 1 0 0 9 . 
5 4 . I b i d 
5 5 . K a z i m , p . l 0 1 0 
rece ived severe i n j u r i e s . Thereaf ter they marched to Satsur 
v i l l a g e in the v i c i n i t y of Ausa and ha l ted there f o r 8 d^ys. 
By a further march they crossed Audan and advanced along 
r i v e r Tairan upto Jul japur and encamped tl iere f o r few days. 
Several s k l r i m i s h e s took p l a c e between t h e Inqperial and 
Bijapuri d i v i s i o n s . They resumed t h e i r march on 29th April 
eilong the same r i v e r and encamped near Thair, a p l a c e 4 m i l e s 
57 
south of Dhdti. 
At t h i s p l a c e the Raja was informed by waqai tha t a 
l a r g e and w e l l equipped combined aimy of Bljapur and Golkon-
da was heading towards the Imperial camp* Accordingly Raja 
J a i Singh prepared h i s army for a showdown. He adopted c a s s -
a c k - t a c t i c s , p r e v i o u s l y fo l lowed by the Deccanis on severa l 
58 
o c c a s i o n s . More than 7000 men under the command^ of Sharza 
Mehdvi, Ankoji Bhonsla, Mankaji and o ther Maratha commanders 
made a dash on I m p e r i a l i s t s . The war very soon changed i n t o 
a storm of blood and f i r e . But t h e e n e r g e t i c and u n t i r i n g 
s p i r i t of J a i Singh and D i l e r Khan kept t h e i r s o l d i e r s a l i v e 
for a l l o c c a s i o n s and e v e n t u a l i t i e s . At t h i s Juncture when 
Raja Ja i Singh was sending re inforcements at d i f f e r e n t fronts 
from h i s own Rajpoot troops and arranging t o deploy h i s own 
d i v i s i o n , the enemy made a s e v e r e at tadc on h i s d iv^ i l cn 
There was a 11 p o s s i b i l i t y that the enemy might succeed 
capturing the Raja, i f Raja Rai Singh had not appraoched 
56. Ibid - p , 1 0 1 1 - 1 3 . 
57. Kazim-p. 1014. 
58 . Ib id 
with his Rajput cava lry towards J a i Singh. Raja Rai S i n g h ' s 
mca without l aps countered th« o f f e n s i v e and crea ted d e s s -
enss ion among the enemy and compelled them t o r e t r e a t in 
confus ion . By the evening of the day the enemy l e f t the 
ground l eav ing behind the corpses o f more than 500 men, 
animals and o t h e r m a t e r i a l s . The I m p e r i a l i s t s . 1 3 5 men whi le 
59 '^ 
794 persons r e c e i v e d i n j u r i e s . Af t er a t h r e e f d a y ' s s t a y 
at Thair the I m p e r i a l i s t s s e t ou t towards r i v e r Manjira 
and arrived at i t s bank on 9th May. Since the I m p e r i a l i s t s 
had been under contenuous a t t a c k s of t h e i r adversary and 
f a i l e d t o crush them or even push them back t o a longer d i s -
tance Ja i Singh found i t f e a s i b l e t o further a l i g h t h i s 
burden i n order t o e a s i l y go in p u r s u i t of enemyf4^r a longer 
d i s t a n c e s . A f t e r a l i g h t i n g burden of a c c e s s o r i e s the 
I m p e r i a l i s t s s e t out towards Dharasevan on 16th April Cro-
ssed r i v e r Sin and arr ived a t v i l l a g e S ihr l in the v i c i n i t y 
of Parenda on 21 May; next day encamped at the bank of 
r i v e r Bhima (Bheo^sra). 
(Though J a i Singh had s t a r t e d h i s new move wi th a 
r e v i s e d s t r a t e g y and t r i e d h i s b e s t t o regain thm l o s t p r e s -
t i g e ofl Mughal Empire as we l l as h i s own in t h e eyes of 
Aurangzeb, but d i s p i t e a l l h i s b e s t e f f o r t s , he again met 
wi th i l l f a t e and could not g e t any th ing out , even to con-
s o l e himself4 During the continuous f i g h t i n g t i l l May 1666 h i s 
59. Kazim-pp.1014-18, 
6 0 . Ib id , p . 1018, 
6 1 . I b i d . 
62 . Kazim-p. l019 , 
army o v e r - t i r e d , food p r o v i s i o n s went out of s tock , horses 
and b e a s t s o f burden died in l a r g e numbers, war m a t e r i a l s 
exhausted and above a l l .?. the o f f e n s i v e waring s p i r i t 
changed i n t o remorse and f r u s t r a t i o n . P s y c h o l o g i c a l l y toOj 
the beginning of ra ins further demoralized the Mughal axmy. 
In t h i s s i t u a t i o n the Eimperor s e n t order t o J a i Singh t o 
63 
suspend the compaign and return to Aurangabad. Now J a i 
Singh had no argument t o fur ther convince and p a c i f y t h e 
Bmparor but t o y i e l d t o the command and maXe a r e t r e a t . 
The return march began on 3 l 8 t May and they reached 
t o Bhum in the second week of June. Raja Ja i Singh hal ted 
there for about three and a ha l f months and t h e r e a f t e r 
arr ived at Aurangabad on 26th Nov. 1666. 
63 . Kazim. p.1020 
64 . I b i d . 
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RECALL & DEATH 
Ae e a r l y as t h e b e g i n n i n g of January 1666 when J a i 
S ingh r e t r e a t e d fronn Bi japur f o r t h e f i r s t t i m e fehe EJmperor 
had c e n s o r e d him f o r h i s f a i l u r e and asked him t o show, 
what had he g a i n e d w i t h t h e v a s t army and r e s o u r c e s at h i s 
d i s p o s a l . But he s a t i s f i e d t h e Emperor by e x p l a i n i n g t h e 
a c t u a l s i t u a t i o n o f t h e CQ.Tipaign. A f t e r h i s s e c o n d 
a b o r t i v e a t t e m p t a g a i n s t B i j a p u r Aurangzeb became angry 
w i t h him. In a d d i t i o n he was h e l d some how r e s p o n s i b l e f o r 
t h e conduct of Ram S i n g h in t h e c a s e o f S h i v a ' s e s c a p e 
from Agra. When he made t h e t h i r d a t t e m p t t o g a i n someth ing 
f o r h i s and I m p e r i a l c r e d i t * h i s c o n d i t i o n s became more 
p r e c a r i o u s . In t h i s c o n d i t i o n when t h e Mughal army was n e a r 
t o c o l l a p s t h e Einparor o r d e r e d J a i S i n g h In September 1666 
t o suspend t h e c a m p a i g n , r e l i e v e t h e mansabdars f o r t h e i r 
l a q i r s and spend t h e mansoon a t Aurangabad. 
This was t h e t i m e when t h e s e c u r i t y o f Mughal BSmpire 
i n t l i e n o r t h - w e s t was under a t h r e a t from P e r s i a and t h e 
anperor has been s t a t e d to be p l a n n i n g t o go t o D e l h i in t h e 
month o f September and t h e n c e t o d e c i d e t o march towards 
Lahore o r Kabul . In the wake c f any a g g r e s s i o n from P e r s i a 
t h e r e was need o f v a s t army and u n l i m i t e d r e s o u r c e s . So t h e 
Emparor s e n t P r i n c e Muazzam and Jaswant S i n g h a t t h e head 
65 . M i l . P e s , pp , 1 1 7 - 1 9 . 
6 6 . K a z i m - p , 1 0 2 0 . 
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of a large anay in advance to check the Persian menace and 
now hcwmntaJ the Deccani o f f i c e r s to reinforce. In the 
meanwhile Shah #vbba8« the King of Persia died and Shah Safi 
succeeded in October 1666. Aurangzeb got t h i s news in Dec. 
1666. He atonce decided to postpone the move against Persia 
for some time. So Prince Muazzam was ordered not to advance 
go 
beyond Lahore but halt there for some time. 
The death of Persian King removed t h e threat of any 
Invasion, and Aurangzeb, very l i k e l y wanted to use t h i s 
opi>ortunity for making preparation against Persians. In 
t h i s new s i tuat ion Aurangzeb deputed. Prince Muazzatn and 
Jaswant Singh to Deccan and recal led Jai Singh with other 
o f f i cers of Deccan to Lahore. Aurangzeb would have been fu l ly 
aware of the indolent Muazzam and f i ck le Jaswant Singh and 
he must not have been under any i l l u s i o n regarding t h e i r 
eventual f u t i l i t y when pi t ted against the shrewed and e lu-
s ive Maratha leader. Since the Persian Bnpire and Deccani 
s ta tes were two unequal i n i t i t i e s in power and extent . Per-
sian frontier of the Mughal &npire was s t r e t a g i c a l l y more 
Important than that of Deccan. So Aurangseb was bound to 
keep the Persian problem at his f i r s t p r i o r i t y . Thus in a 
mi l i tary encounter with Persia, certa in ly the age and exp-
rience of Raja Jai Singh, his energetic and unchallenged 
67. Mil .Des.p. 
68. Saqi-p,58. 
genera l sh ip and diplomacy would have b««n more e f f e c t i v e 
than t h a t of Muazzam and JaswBnt Singh. This was t h e main 
f a c t o r t h a t t h e anparor was so anxious about the return o f 
J a l Singh from Deccan. 
'Raja J a i Singh handedover t h ^ charges o f Deccan t o 
h i s successor Prince Muazzam in May 166>-and s e t out f o r 
north India t o Join the BmparorJ When he arr ived at Burhan-
pur he f e l l i l l . His i l l n e s s prolonged and proved t o be 
f a t a l and he d ied on 28th August 1667J His death has 
been shrouded by controversy . Mannuci and Sheyanal Das re -
peat the g o s s i p of bazar that Aurangzeb caused poison to 
be given t o the Raja on the way back t o the Bmperial court* 
of 7. 
whi le Tod f inds Kj^rat Singh the murderer^^s f a t h e r . But 
the f a c t , about t h e . reason of the death o f J a i Singh remains 
for away from a l l t h e s e a l l e g a t i o n s . Ja i Singh rece ived an 
injury in h i s l e g whi le r id ing an e lephant and having s l i p 
down. This in jury very soon changed i n t o an uncurable wound 
72 
which prolonged and u l t i m a t e l y proved f a t a l . I t seems t h a t 
J a i Singh who was a cronic p a t i e n t of d i a b e t i c and when he 
69. *Shivaj i and h i s t imes" by Sarkar, p . l60« Rajasthanl 
records* l e t t e r no.68* p . 6 4 . 
70. Mannuci - I I ,p ,152 , Virvinod. I l l , p.1294 
7 1 . Tod. I I , p , 288. 
72 . "On October 30,1667 the Bknparor asked Kira t Singh how the 
de iceased Mirza Raja got h i s wound o f the l e g . Kirat Singh 
repl ied,"One day he was r i d i n g an e lephant , when he s l i -
pped h i s f l e t on the s t eps and got wounded. As a r e s u l t 
of t h i s h i s l e g was wounded. From that day h i s i l l n e s s 
s t a r t e d . Af ter a few days, by God's w i l l , he d i e d . " 
(Akhbarat, year 10, VIII , P,4 25-quoted by Jagd i sh Narayan 
Saxkar in Mi 1 . P e s . - p p , 4 0 - 4 1 
IOC: 
got a wound« i t prolonged and caused death . 
CAUSES ypR THB FAILURE » 
Mlrza Raja Ja l Slngh« who had been f i g h t l n ? through-
out h i s l i f e for t h e Mughal cause through the l e n g t h and 
breadth of the Indian Sub-cont inent and had e s t a b l i s h e d 
mastery of arms* g i n i u s of diplomacy and ccnnnand of genera l -
s h i p , f a i l e d in the accomplishment of t h e l a s t Emperial a s s i -
gnment which made h i s undisputed l o y l t y for t h e Mughal enpire 
ques t ionab le and crea ted a black s p o t on h i s b r i l l i a n t carr -
i e r . Was he r e a l l y re spons ib le for t h i s f a i l u r e ? A review 
of the whole course of campaign i s e s s e n t i a l to f ind out 
t h e answer. 
Ja i Singh l i k e a true general had used arms and d i p l o -
macy s i d e by s i d e as the guarantee of s u c c e s s in any campa-
i g n . On the d ip lomat ic front he had a l i e n a t e d the support ing 
elements from Adil Shah at t h e maximum e x t e n t . The r i s i n g 
power of the Deccan« Sh iva j i had a lready been brought in 
Mughal s i d e and t h e r e was no scope o f any s e t t l e m e n t between 
73 -i. 
them. Qutabul Mulk the ru ler of Golkonda had jframimmtto 
74 
support the Mughal cause . Severa l m i l i t a r y g e n e r a l s of 
Bijapur had Joined the Mughals. The l o c a l Zatnindars were 
73 , Ja i Singh had thrown a bone of content ion between Shiva 
and Adil Shah by grant ing Shiva the area of Bijapuri Tal-
konkan and some Mahals of Balaghat by the t r e a t y o f Pur an-
dhar. ( M i l . P e s , p p , 5 2 - 5 3 ) . 
74. In t h e e a r l y s t a g e s of e x p e d i t i o n Qutbul Mulk remained 
neutra l and eeme with Adil Shah when Ja i Singh re trea ted 
from Bijapur. 
in i 
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made to support the Mughal cause In this expedition. Thus 
he had prepared a smooth ground on diplomatic front and 
now it was the turn of Mughal arms to materialise these 
diplomatic settlements and make the campaign a success. 
The very first disadvantage to Jai Singh was the 
delay of about five months to start the canpal?'^ and it was 
due to the lack of money. Though he wanted to start the 
campaign at the earliest possible time so that Adil Shah 
76 
could get the minimum time for his defensive arrangements. 
But dispite all his inpatience he could not move from Pur-> 
andhar« evidently due to lack of fund and kept his army idl* 
for five months. This delay provided sufficient time to 
Adil Shah for better defensive arrangcmeats. This negative 
factor with Mughals perhaps took the success fifr away from 
them. 
Since the expedition was delayed for a longer time 
and Adil Shah had made better arrangements for his defense* 
the Mughal army would have to be supported by a stronger 
artillery columns including big cannons for siege operations* 
75. Mil. Des. p,95, 
76. Jai Singh wrote to the Imperor regarding the delay in 
the start of the campaign, - *These days when the imperial 
amny i s standing idly without wozk and the enemy is using 
this respite to gain strength day by day, the delay of a 
day DOW is equivalent to the loss of a year.* 
(Mil.Des. p,88.) 
i n z 
FroiT) ^he very s t a r t of e ^ e d l t l o n in Deccan J a l Singh had 
repeatedly i n s i s t e d on the need of b ig guns but on ly few 
could be made a v a i l a b l e which were* c e r t a i n l y , i n s u f f i c i e n t 
77 for such an e x p e d i t i o n . In a d d i t i o n , the food p r o v i s i o n s 
could not be supp l i ed s u f f i c i e n t l y a^d in time* 78 
Lack of co -operat ion among h i s a s s o c i a t e s t o o , was 
d e s c e m i b l e * At a time when t h e r e was d i r e need of food pro-
v i s i o n and J a l Singh with the heZp of Safshikan Khan had 
gathered a l a r g e numberof Banjaras t o bring grain t o Impe-
r i a l camp, they were d i speresed due t o the n e g l i g e n c e o f 
the q i lad^r of Parenda. He fur ther made excuses when J a l 
Singh ordered him to look a f t e r the Imperial Karkhanaa. 
Furthexroore, when Sikandar Khan s e t out from Pat^enda with 
food p r o v i s i o n s and war m a t e r i a l s , the q l l a d a r f a i l e d to 
made any s e c u r i t y arrangement for t h i s carvan and conseq-
u e n t l y he was a t tacked , plundered and s l a i n by a d i v i s i o n 
of 6000 troops of Bi japuris under the ccnonand of Sharza 
77. J a l Singh needed 40 to SO b i g cannons but was provided 
with on ly 22 . (Mi l .Pes , p, 69 . ) 
78. Due t o the d l v a s t a t i o n o f Involrons of Bljapur by Adll 
Shah t h e r e was no a v a i l a b i l i t y o f food p r o v i s i o n . So 
the emperial army was under c o n s t r a i n t s . As J a l Singh 
wrote, - The p i l e of gra in which was wi th the emplrlal 
axmy was wearing i t s end."(Mil D e s - p , 1 1 1 ) . 
79. Mi l , Des. p p , 1 2 3 - 2 4 , 
lOc 
80 Mehdvl. At certain times when there was need of prompt 
action and b e t t e r co-operation, the o f f i c er s e i t h e r wasted 
time in unnecessary discussion or f i ^ t e l y refused to eomply 
6 1 
with the orders. 
The spying system made avai lable to Jal Singh was 
doubtful and unreliable* As he complainaA to the Bnipexor 
that "the agents are l i a r , se l f i sh^ greedy of gains and 
pro-Deccanis" and "even the 10th part of t h e i r news was not 
82 In consonence with r e a l i t y , * So while there was a need of 
act ive and e f f i c i e n t i n t e l l i g e n c e system* which could, one 
may argue been e s sent ia l prerequls i t s for success* was 
83 evidently i n s u f f i c i e n t and devoid. 
Apart from the above d i squal i f i ca t ions the amy xinder 
Jal Singh was i n s u f f i c i e n t for such a great expedition 
embodied to subdue the kingdom of Bijapur on one hand and 
other to make the other Deccani s t a t e s to fee l the strength 
of the Mughal power so that they might not follow the Bijapuri 
way. As Jal Singh stated t o the Shtperor*" Your Magesty knows 
how small S h l v a j i ' s t err i tory i s yet how very long our 
8 0 . Mit.Des.. P-124. 
81. Daud Khan and Oitbuddln Khan* when* were ordered to move 
to ch«<^ the enemy in Feb.1666, while the main axmy was 
fighting* with enemy's main army* they-rWasted some days 
In vain discuss ions and when was pressed by Ja i Singh 
they f l « t e l y refused to go* unless Raja Ral Singh was 
sent with them. (Mil.Des.-p* 123) 
82. Mil .Pes .p,117. 
83 . Ibid. 
10^. 
troops had to f ight against him (b«fore achieving success ) . 
Surely a war against sach a kingdom r e h i r e s very great 
e f fort and organisation (of resources) . Knowing that the 
conquest of Bijapur i s the preface (mugaddwia) to the 
conquest of a l l Deccan and Kamataka« Qutbul Mulk and other 
zawindars of the south have thrown the ^X.•1 of the face of 
devotion and obedience and they have united the ir in t ere s t s 
(with Adll Khan) and are acting in unlsloo,"®* In addition 
to t h i s Aurangzeb did not pay attention t o the proposal of 
Jal Singh for two annies« one for offensive purpose against 
Bijapur and other for defensive purpose i*e.« proteching the 
imperial dominions tran surprise raids of Bijapuris . During 
the course of campaign i t was found that Bijapuris adopted 
"Cossack-tactics* (CXirrllla warfare,) making sudden «)d 
harrassing raids on the imperial array. Thus the Mughal army 
had always to be prepared for dual task, making aggressicn 
on Bijapuris and at the same time being oo the a l er t to 
r e s i s t their sudden attackes. A s ing l e axmy was certainly 
not su f f i c i ent to keep i t s eyes simultaneously open on 
enemies movement ahead and behind. So Jai Singh strongly 
argued with the Etotperor for the need of two armies. He 
wrote to the Eknperor, - "to me i t i s crystal c l ear that two 
armies are necessary for the purpose of protect ing imperial 
t e r r i t o r i e s , the length and breadth of which are known to ycur 
Majesty. When we, the s laves of the ompire, advance for 
84. Mil. Pes, p, 118 
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punishing the enemies of the empire and for conquering the 
t e r r i t o r i e s of the hypocrites* another force should be l e f t 
on t h i s s i d e . The object ive of both the axnies would be 
same viz , the protection of the imperial dominions^ They 
should be appointed for achieving t h i s purpose. The u l t i -
mate object of the conjunction of two axales i s rea l ly for 
the purpose of advance. Although i t i s probable that at the 
time when the iroperial dominions are denuded of the v i c t o -
rious amy, the emperial axmy being engafed in devastating 
the ir t e r r i t o r i e s , - the accursed enemies might not turn 
the ir attention towards th i s side« yet i f they do ao, both 
the armies, - those who are advancing and those with me# -
would fa l l upon them. In the event of enemy's not turning 
to th is s ide, both the armies would, in unis ion, punish 
them adequately. I f they devided them and raise tumult on tt«o 
s ides , these (two armies of ours) would adopt remedial me^-
65 
sures, against them. But contrary to the request of Jai 
Singh,for the approval of t h i s planning, Aurangzeb, who was 
misinformed by his l i a r agents a'oout the actual developments 
of Deccan, did not give ears and ordered him to suspened the 
campaign am. return to Airangabad from the theatre of war. 
Not the l a s t but l eas t the Deccani l i gh t cavalry which 
were well adapted in the art of guer i l la warfare, particular-
ly in the h i l l y region of Deccan was, to a large extent, 
85. Mil. Pes, pp,121-22. 
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superior to that of Mughal cavalery with considerable heavy-
ness . Though Mughal cavalery was, no doubtJII)challaa9ftU>fr i n 
pitched bat t l e in the plains of north fa i l ed to compete with 
the l i 9h t Deccani cavalery in respect of mobi l i ty . Raja Jai 
Singh, however, in the third phase of^his operations t r i ed 
to over come t h i s d isqual i f icat ion by al ight ing his cavalery-
men of the ir heavyness but f a i l e d to achieve the required 
goal . 
Further more Mughals were d e f i n i t l y common enemy of 
a l l Deccani s t a t e s and therefore when Mughal army was f i t h -
ting against Bijapur the l a t t e r enjoyed help in men and 
material, of Golkonda and Marathas. In addition the local 
Chiefs of the region who had e a r l i e r accepted the proposal 
of Jai Singh to help the Imperia l i s t s , dissected from their 
promise when the Mughals were harrassed by the Bijapuris* 
Thus the Mughals l o s t the local support which i s always a 
guarantee of success . 
^ a r t from above discussed d i squal i f i ca t ions of the 
Mughals, the Deccani s ta te s had certainly an upper hand in 
one important aspect . The geographical s i tuat ion of the 
region was in no way favourable to the Imperial forces . I t 
was« thus a natural obstacle before the Mughals which they 
could never overcome. 
107 
Thu8« with a l l these dU.squallficatlona and d i f f i c u l -
t i e s success was nothing but a matter of imagination only 
and, hence. Raja Jal Singh never Qot a fa i r chance in t h i s 
war. Had the Ehiperor accepted the proposals of Jai Singh 
for two armies and the associates co-operated in a bet ter 
manner, the Raja could have achieve sotnetftUng bet ter to 
regain the l o s t prest ige of his own as well as of the Mughal 
Shipire. 
C O N C L U S I O N 
in f 
OONCLUSION 
Mlrza Raja Jai Slngh« a sc ion of the reputed Rajput 
family of Kachhwahas of Amer, who had h i s descent to Kusha, 
son of the Ramayana's mythical hero lord Rama. This family 
have, no doubt, h i s t o r i c a l l y been an important through out the 
ages of Indian h i s t o r y . Tliough the predecessors of Ja i Singh 
crossed through several ups and downs over the c e n t u r i e s , they 
nonethe less kept t h e i r names and importance a l i v e through the 
ages . But« c e r t a i n l y the es tabl i shment of Mughal rule over 
the Indian s o i l projected a new l i f e and v i t a l i t y in t h i s family. 
The Rajput-Mughal a l l i a n c e which became mater ia l during the ear ly 
years of Akbar's reign and subsequently developed i n t o matri -
monial re la t ion* proved to be t h e water shed in the h i s tory 
of Mughals as we l l as Rajputs. Raja Bharmal, Bhagwantdas and 
Man Singh were the p i l l a r s of Mughal Bnpire in t h e i r t i m e s . 
After Man Singh's death, though, the Aner family f a i l e d to 
a t t rac t the sauna Imperial a t t e n t i o n as e a r l i e r t h r e e generals 
d id . Neverthe less they continued t h e i r presence in Mughal 
peerage. This deminished s t a t u s and importance was t o be r e v i -
t a l i s e d by Ja i Singh, who s t a r t e d h i s career as a small m^nsa-
bdar of 1000/400 at the age of twe lve , in 1617 A.D. 
Despite h i s young aga and experience he displayed 
q u a l i t i e s of a txue s o l d i e r and got recogni t ion and cose tc 
higl) p o s i t i o n . 3y the c l o s e of Jahangir*s reign he acheived 
i n F 
the rank of 4000/2500. At that tlm« he was f i g h t i n g in Deccan 
in the tra in of Khan-i-Jahan Lodi. The i l l n e s s of Jahangir 
and uncertain p o l i t i c a l condi t ion at the headquarters i n s t i -
gated Khan-1- Jahan Lodi t o r a i s e the banner of r ebe l l i on . 
Ja l Singh fol lowed the rebe l l for some t i n e but as soon as 
Shahjahan strengthenea his gr ips over the Mughal throne* 
the foaner deserted the r e b e l l and very humbly submitted 
to the new Gnrperor, 
During the relgo of Shahjahan* Jal Singh led the 
Mughal amy in Independent capac i ty in d i f f e r e n t expedit ions 
and e s t a b l i s h e d h i s name as a succes s fu l m i l i t a r y general . 
He fought through the length and breadth of the Empire and 
gave new dlmentions to h i s undisputed l o y a l t y for Mughals, 
At one time he threw h i s own l i f e a t stake and saved Prince 
Aurangseb, when In a show of e lephants f i g h t i n g one of the 
elephants attacked the l a t t e r . This strengthened the conf l -
dance of Mughals in Kachhwaha* s l o y l t y . Thus s lowly but 
s t e a d i l y Jal Singh continued t o secure place*" pos i t ion among 
the high naansabdar of the Anplre and rose t o the rank of 
7000. 
In 1657 when Shahjahan f e l l s e r i o u s l y 111 and the 
rumour of h i s death got currency, the d ispute over the 
success ion turned Into war of success ion among the sons 
of Shahjahan. In the f i r s t i n s t a n c e Jal Singh as a great 
l o y l i s t t o the Mughal thxone served the cause of Shahjahan. 
nc 
He even fol lowed the secre t orders of the s i ck fimpezor and 
desisted* at h i s best* from any encounter aga ins t Prince 
Shuja. But as soon as the throne of the Empire s h i f t e d over 
to Aurangzeb from Dara« Ja i Singh* too s h i f t e d h i s l o y l t y 
towards the former. He* apparently* i t seeois* played d i s l o y -
I t y against Dara* But* was i t p o l i t i c to support a vanqui-
shed and accept dlsgface* infame and su f f er ings not only 
for himself but a l s o for the whole Rajput community in general 
and Kachhwahas in p a r t i c u l a r when the next b ig name of 
Rajputs Jaswant Singh was p lay ing a dubious role? Hence i t 
was the need of the time to fo l low the crowning Prince and 
Ja i Singh far s igh ted ly decided the same. 
When Aurangzeb f i n a l l y s a t on the throne* Ja i Singh 
was the most prominent general whon the new m p e r o r r e l i e d 
upon most. Certainly I t was J a i Singh %#ho contributed maxi-
mum t o Aurangzeb in winning t h e Crown, In the ear ly years 
of h i s reign Aurangzeb concentrated mainly t o e s t a b i l i z i n g 
n l s p o s i t i o n . But by the c l o s e of the f i r s t decade he was 
alarmingly a t t r a c t e d towards south due to S h i v a j i s a c t i v i -
t i e s and Adil Shah's turning back from e a r l i e r promises which 
he made t o Aurangzeb In 1€57. To curb down t h e s e two ememles 
of the Bnpire Aurangzeb had t o opt for such a general who 
could understand the grav i ty of the s i t u a t i o n s and carry on 
the operation s u c c e s s f u l l y . Raja Jai Singh was t h e only 
choice before Aurangzeb, Thus began the per iod of t e s t for 
Ja i Singh's l o y l t y * h i s vigour and energy and glary of h i s 
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diplomatic moves. I t was In th« reign of Aurangzeb that Raja 
Ja l Singh w«s chosen to lead an a l l time powerful Mughal 
army In the h i l l y lands of Deccan against Shlvaji. a c o r e l i -
g i o n i s t . Ja l Singh very s u c c e s s f u l l y opened his operations 
against ShlvaJl and compelled him to surrender before the 
Mughals. Had the Raja Joined hands with ShlvaJl and Adll Shah 
against Aurangzeb, the survival of Mughals in India would 
have proved to be the matter of imagination. But. no, Aurang-
zeb knew the undisputed l o y l t y of Jai Singh so he without 
h e s i t a t i o n gave a l l command of Deccan in the hands of Jal Singh 
and the l a t t e r , t o o . did h i s best t o uphold the Imperial 
honour. 
True, he f a i l e d in accomplishing the task of subduing 
Adll Shah, but he. alone cannot be held responsible for f a i -
lure . In fact he t r i e d h i s beat t o overthrow Adll Shah but 
the Inherent weaknesses of the Mughal army, lade of men. 
n>oney and p r o v i s i o n s combined t o obstacles Ja l Singh and 
Mughal aimy unfortunately had t o face se t back. Finally, 
the misinformed Bnperor commanded for retreat and ordered 
Jal Singh to hurrldly m o v e ^ a d q u a r t e r s . Controversy has 
arisen on t h i s point t h a t , why Aurangzeb suspended the expe-
d i t ion and r e c a l l e d J . l s ingh from the theater of ba t t l e? 
But the t ruth remains In the f a c t that I t was the time when 
there was a t h r e a t on the north-west f ront ier from Persia 
and the Bnperor r i g h t l y decided to reinforce the disturbed 
provlce with the bests of h i s army and genera ls . He a l so 
uz 
knew the a b i l i t i e s of Jaswant Singh and Prince Muazzam and cou-
ld be t t er gfuess how much e f f e c t i v e they might prove. Here 
I t i s imperative t o keep in mind that Invasion from north-
west, time and again had proved dangerous for Indian ruler . 
Contrary to t h i s none of the Deccani s t a t e s had ever been 
o f f ens ive through out the Mughal period, Pers ia had always 
on 
shown aggress ive designs north-west f r o n t i e r . For obvious re-
asons, s a f e t y and secur i ty of north-west was more important 
for Aurangzeb than Deccani f r o n t i e r . So, the in tent ion behind 
Jai Singh's r e c a l l from Deccan was n e c e s s i t y among p r i o r i t i e s . 
Jai Singh proved h i s super generalsh ip during the 
f i r s t decade of Aurangzebs re ign . Wh^ n Aurangzeb asked the 
Raja t o attack both Shivaj i and Adll Shah simultaneously 
the Raja disagreed very l o g i c a l l y and impressed upon th« Skn-
pcror that a t taching both at one time was not p o l i t i c . He 
further* as true general asked the Bnperor t o inves t a l l 
authority in "man on the sput", so tha t the expedit ion 
could well be carried out more e f f e c t i v e l y and according to 
one plan.He from the very beginlng of the expedit ion made 
arrangements for a regular and s a f e supply of provis ions to 
m i l i t a r y ownps by e s t a b l i s h i n g o u t - p o s t s and thanas at d i f f e -
rent po in t s of s t r e t a g i c Importance. Vfhen he began h i s operation 
against Bljapur« he requested t h e Snperor for managing two 
armies but i t was not agreed. Had the Bnperor y ie lded t o the 
proposal the out come would have been in favour of Mughals. 
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Not only as a true general but a l s o as a fars ighted 
and g in ius dlplomate J« i Singh reached the he ights of his 
career during the period of Aurangzeb. He very wi se ly threw 
a bone of contention between Marathas and Bljapur by accepting 
the "condit ional term" of Shivaj i in the t r e a t y of Purandhar. 
In a diplomatic move he at f i r s t a l i enated a l l the suppor-
tling elements of Sh ivaj i , He t r i e d his best to weaken the 
Bijapuri ruler by winning over his o f f i c e r s by the use of 
money and power. 
Thus t o sum up the c a r r i e r of Mlrza Raja J« i Singh 
during the reign of Aurangzeb proves without doubt that 
he was the most re l iab le^ e n e r g e t i c and vigrous m i l i t a r y 
general* a fars ighted and shrewed diplomate, a wise and 
prudent ednninistrator and above a l l the grea te s t l o y l i s t 
of the Mughel Empire, Even at tin^ '^ *^  when h i s l o y l t y was 
questioned the ba l l of fau l t was not in his cour t . 
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